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position of being the leading contributor to global warming and therefore as a threat 
to the ecology of the world. The nature of the problem makes it impossible for 
signifi cant ecological problems, including collapse, to be isolated to one locale in 
the global age.  

  THE LEADING ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 

 Diamond does a good job of enumerating today ’ s leading global environmental 
problems. Most, if not all, of them are global in the sense that many of them fl ow 
readily around the world and there are few barriers to those fl ows. His list, with 
some additions, will be used to orient the discussion in this section of this chapter. 

  Destruction of Natural Habitats 

 This involves, according to Diamond, the destruction, or conversion into human 
habitats, of natural habitats such as the  “ forests, wetlands, coral reefs, and the ocean 
bottom ”  (Diamond  2006 : 487). In fact, deforestation was a, or perhaps the, major 
factor in the collapse of the past societies analyzed by Diamond. Today, the most 
notable deforestation in the world is taking place in the Amazon rainforest (mostly 
in Brazil) ( Economist   2008 : June 5), but other parts of the world are also destroying/
losing their forests. The Amazon forest is being decimated to allow the area to be 
 “ developed ”  (to create farms and areas for livestock to graze) and for the creation 
of more human settlements. What is different about Brazil today is that its forest 
is so huge and it plays such a large role in the global ecology, that its destruction 
will have negative effects on the world as a whole. For example, the burning of all 
of those felled trees releases large amounts of carbon dioxide that fl ow around the 
globe, contributing to global warming. The loss of the forest leads to other problems 
for humans including the loss of timber and other raw materials. It is also of great 
concern, especially in the areas undergoing deforestation, because forests  “ provide 
us with so - called ecosystem services such as protecting our watersheds, protecting 
soil against erosion, constituting essential steps in the water cycle that generates 
much of our rainfall, and providing habitat for most terrestrial plant and animal 
species ”  (Diamond  2006 : 487). The loss or decline of the other natural habitats 
(wetlands, coral reefs, the ocean bottom) will also have a variety of negative conse-
quences for life on earth. For example, the decline of coral reefs (due, for example, 
to runoffs from agriculture) adversely affects the sea life that exists in and around 
them.  

  Decline of Fish 

 A large fraction of the protein consumed by humans comes from fi sh and, to a 
lesser extent, shellfi sh. However, many fi shing areas (e.g. the Mediterranean) are in 
decline or have collapsed. Without seafood, more people would need to rely on 
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meat for protein and livestock can only be reared at great cost, and with great 
damage to the environment. Aquaculture is not an adequate replacement for the 
loss of natural fi shing areas because it causes a series of ecological and other prob-
lems (Goldburg  2008 : 183 – 94). 

 Marine life in the world ’ s oceans has been greatly diminished by over - fi shing. 
According to the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization, 69 percent 
of the world ’ s most important fi sheries can be considered either  “ fully exploited ”  
or  “ overexploited ”  (Khatchadourian  2007 : 69). An early twenty - fi rst - century study 
concluded that industrial fi shing had led to a 90 percent decline in large predatory 
fi sh such as swordfi sh, tuna, and marlin. In 2007, over one hundred scientists signed 
a letter to the WTO saying that unless subsidies to the fi shing sector were scaled 
back:  “ There are only decades before the damage we have infl icted on the oceans 
becomes permanent ”  (quoted in Khatchadourian  2007 : 69). 

 A major culprit in the decimation of marine life is industrial fi shing. As the 
amount of sea life declines, the techniques involved compensate by becoming that 
much more industrialized and intensive. Drift nets were in use until 1992 when 
they were banned on the high seas by the UN. They were  “ free - fl oating veils of 
monofi lament webbing that can be as long as twenty - fi ve miles  …  at the peak of 
their use in the eighties, there was enough drift netting in the ocean on any given 
day to encircle the planet, if measured end to end ”  (Khatchadourian  2007 : 68). 
Clearly, such a technology was capable of ensnaring innumerable forms of marine 
life, some wanted, others unwanted  –  with the latter unceremoniously discarded 
into the sea. Bottom trawling continues and it  “ involves raking the ocean fl oor for 
food on a large scale. ”  Not only does this contribute to over - fi shing, but it destroys 
complex ecosystems in the process (Khatchadourian  2007 : 68). Longlines are what 
they sound like and can employ thousands of hooks at a time. They, too, catch lots 
of unwanted fi sh that are discarded. In fact, over 20 percent of the fi sh hauled out 
of American waters  –  over a million tons  –  is discarded as bycatch. One of the worst 
examples of bycatch occurs as a result of the use of bottom trawling in the harvest-
ing of shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico. That method leads to over 80 percent bycatch. 
Furthermore, innumerable plants and corals are uprooted, caught in the trawling 
and destroyed in the process.  

  Decline in Fresh Water 

 Water is becoming an increasingly important global issue, or rather it raises a 
number of different issues (Conca  2006 ). Among the concerns are water pollution 
(with one result being water - borne diseases), fl ooding (especially as a result of 
global warming), the increasing scarcity of water, the need to choose between water 
(to drink) and the crops (food) that can be produced with it (Martin  2008 : A1, A8), 
and the possibility that the fl ow of water could slow or stop completely, at least in 
some locales. This last concern involves  “ desertifi cation ”  (Glantz  1977 ) or the 
decline in the water supply as a result of the degradation and deterioration of soil 
and vegetation. Indeed, because of the latter, water, once considered a public good, 
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is increasingly becoming a valuable and privatized commodity as many places run 
low on, and in some cases begin to run out of, drinkable water. (Much water  –  
perhaps two - thirds of all water used for irrigation, and as much as half of city water 
supplies  –  is simply wasted, due, among other things, to leaky pipes.) There is likely 
to be an increase in the number, and an escalation of the actions, of social move-
ments involved in efforts to deal with various issues that relate to water. 

 While we usually think of water as abundant and readily accessible, the fact is 
that about  “ 1.3 billion people currently lack reliable access to safe drinking water; 
a staggering 2.6 billion lack adequate sanitation systems, putting whatever local 
water supplies they do have at great risk ”  (Conca  2007 : 1245 – 50). The poorest areas 
of the globe (largely in the South), and the poorest people within those areas, espe-
cially children and women, experience a disproportionate share of water - related 
problems. The situation is apt to grow worse in coming years with the possibility 
that as much as half the world ’ s population will be faced with water security prob-
lems by the 2030s. 

 Fresh water ecosystems (rivers, lakes, wetlands, etc.) are under increasing stress 
(from dams, pollution, etc.), as are the invaluable services they provide,  “ including 
controlling fl oods, fi ltering water supplies, diluting pollutants, cycling sediments 
and critical nutrients, and providing rich storehouses of biodiversity ”  (Conca  2007 : 
1246). 

 A less visible water problem involves international trade, especially in agricul-
tural and industrial products. For example, when Japan buys crops (which are 
water - intensive) produced in the US, pressure is put on American water supplies. 
In other words, Japanese consumers (to use just one example) contribute to the 
 “ mining of aquifers and emptying of rivers in North America ”  (Hoekstra and 
Chapagain  2008 : 1). Without realizing it, people throughout the world are using 
water from elsewhere in the world ( “ virtual water ” ). If they do not realize they are 
using (or abusing) it, how can they do anything about it? 

 Astounding quantities of water can be used to produce commodities consumed 
as far away as half way around the world. For example, according to one estimate, 
it takes about 140 liters of rainwater to produce enough coffee beans to make one 
cup of coffee! We begin to get a sense of the magnitude of the water problem pro-
duced by the consumption of  “ virtual water ”  when we multiply that level of water 
consumption by the many cups of coffee, to say nothing of all the other commodi-
ties, that people consume on a daily basis throughout the world (Hoekstra and 
Chapagain  2008 : 7). 

 Global climate change will make some parts of the world wetter, but other parts 
will grow drier (as a general rule, already wet areas will grow wetter, already dry 
areas drier; both fl oods and droughts will intensify), and it is in the latter that we 
are likely to see increasingly desperate and expensive efforts to fi nd water (e.g. by 
drilling ever - deeper in the earth for underground water supplies) (Struck  2007b : 
A8). Among the areas likely to grow drier are southern Europe (in May, 2008, 
Barcelona became the fi rst major city in the world to begin bringing in large 
amounts of water by ship to help deal with a long - term drought and a precipitous 
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drop in water resources), the Middle East, South Australia, Patagonia, and the 
southwestern US. There are predictions of a dust - bowl - like situation in the American 
southwest and the resulting possibility of mass migrations. A similar situation, with 
potentially even more dire implications, is forecast for Mexico where similar condi-
tions will lead to mass migrations to Mexican cities  and  to still more, likely illegal, 
migration to the US. Such an increase threatens to create even greater problems 
and animosities than already exist in the US as a result of legal, and especially illegal, 
immigration from Mexico. In more general terms, we are increasingly likely to see 
the emergence of an entirely new group of people in the world,  climate refugees . 

 Another water - related problem is the melting, due to global warming, of 
mountain - top glaciers which are an important source of the fl ow of drinking water 
to many people in the world. As those glaciers melt and fail to re - form fully, they 
will produce less and less water for those below them who need the water to survive. 
The affected populations, too, are likely to become climate refugees and they are 
likely to come into confl ict with residents of the still water - rich areas to which they 
are likely to move. Furthermore, various areas and countries around the world are 
already trading threats over common or disputed water supplies (as are various 
areas within countries; in the US  –  Georgia vs. Florida, and the states in the south-
western US, to take two examples). We will likely see more barriers erected by 
territories interested in retaining their water supplies and preventing their fl ow to 
neighboring territories. Tensions will increase in the future leading, perhaps, to 
open national and global warfare over water! 

  The  p aradox of  b ottled  w ater 
 Water is becoming an increasingly important global commodity as many places run 
low on, and in some cases begin to run out of, drinkable water. At the same time, 
there has been an enormous growth in the global distribution and sale of bottled 
water; bottled water has become a global commodity commanding relatively high 
prices. However, it is too expensive for the poorest people in the world who may 
be most in need as a result of the decline in available water supplies. Sales of bottled 
water are most likely to thrive in the relatively well - off areas of the world where 
there is still plenty of drinkable water freely available. But instead of using this 
inexpensive and accessible water, increasing numbers of people, especially in the 
North, are buying bottled water, which is sometimes shipped in, at great cost and 
with profoundly negative effects on the environment, from distant locales. All sorts 
of environmental problems are related to, for example, the great use of fuel by 
airplanes and ships that transport the bottled water. 

 One of the most outrageous examples of this is Fiji Water, with $150 million in 
sales per year. The water is produced and bottled in Fiji in the South Pacifi c and 
transported thousands of miles to places like New York and London. Aware of the 
danger it poses to the environment, Fiji Water has announced plans to use renew-
able energy (it plans to build a windmill to power its bottling plant), preserve 
forests, and cut its carbon footprint by, for example, shipping its bottles of water 
by sea to the East Coast of the US rather than by truck from Los Angeles (after it 
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gets there by ship). Of course, this says nothing about the environmental cost of 
shipping to Los Angeles or to the East Coast. In spite of actions like these, the 
executive director of the Rainforest Action Network said:  “ Bottled water is a busi-
ness that is fundamentally, inherently and inalterably unconscionable.  …  No side 
deals to protect forests or combat global warming can offset that reality ”  (Deutsch 
 2007 : C3).   

  Toxic Chemicals 

 Various industries, especially the chemical industry,  “ manufacture or release into 
the air, soil, oceans, lakes, and rivers many toxic chemicals ”  (Diamond  2006 : 491). 
Among the culprits are  “ insecticides, pesticides, and herbicides  …  mercury and 
other metals, fi re - retardant chemicals, refrigerator coolants, detergents, and com-
ponents of plastics ”  (Diamond  2006 : 491). All of these have a variety of immediate, 
and more usually long - term, negative effects on humans and other forms of life. 

 There is, for example, the issue of persistent organic pollutants (POPs), which 
are highly toxic, human - made chemicals. Among these are polychlorinated biphe-
nyls (PCBs), once used as coolants, and various pesticides (especially DDT, dichlo-
rodiphenyltrichloroethnane) (Dinham  1993, 2007 : 955 – 7). POPs have four 
characteristics in common  –  they are highly toxic; they are persistent, remaining in 
the environment for years before breaking down and becoming less harmful; they 
can travel great distances (thus, what is locally produced and may create local 
problems can easily become a global problem  –  for example, the role of PCBs in 
the decline of the ozone layer and the relationship of that to global health problems 
resulting from increased exposure to ultraviolet radiation); and the  “ impact of 
POPs can be magnifi ed through processes of bioaccumulation and biomagnifi ca-
tion, in which their concentrations build up along food chains. ”   

  Greenhouse Gases and Global Warming 

 Humans have produced gases that have damaged the atmosphere. Now - banned 
refrigerator coolants damaged the protective ozone layer and served as greenhouse 
gases that absorbed sunlight and contributed to global warming. Great concern 
these days is focused on the emission of carbon dioxide and the role it plays in 
global warming. 

 Several of the more specifi c problems enumerated by Diamond involve the 
general environmental problem of global warming. There is little or no doubt any 
longer, at least among scientists, that global warming is a real phenomenon with 
man - made causes, most notably the huge increase in greenhouse gases. Furthermore, 
the predominant view is that global warming is already well - advanced and is moving 
ahead rapidly. 

 However, there are still a few scientists and many lay dissenters who adhere to 
the view that the global warming and resulting climate changes that are now occur-
ring are not the result of human actions but simply part of a natural cycle. Further, 
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they argue that we will soon return to the cold part of the cycle when, for example, 
much of the ice in the Arctic and Antarctica will refreeze, as will the glaciers atop 
the world ’ s highest mountains. The dissenters ’  view seemed to be supported by an 
unusually cold winter in both hemispheres in 2007 – 8. There were even signs of 
some refreezing of the Arctic sea ice. However, that new ice is quite thin in com-
parison to the ice that had accumulated previously and that had melted in the last 
few decades. Most scientists were unimpressed by the recent cold weather and saw 
it as little more than a brief respite from the continuing progress of global warming 
(Revkin  2008 : 14). 

 As a result of global warming, various changes (e.g. the melting of Greenland ’ s 
ice) are occurring so rapidly that geographers are re - thinking their sense of 
the globe ’ s geographic parameters. That is, as the ice melts, aspects of the landmass 
of Greenland (to take one example) are being revealed that could never be 
seen before because they were covered in ice. Thus, for example, tracts of land are 
being uncovered that were previously thought to be sea (and vice versa) and islands 
have been revealed for the fi rst time as a result of the melting of surrounding 
icebergs. 

  Rising  s eas 
 The big factor in the degree to which the seas will rise as a result of global warming 
is the degree and rapidity with which the huge ice sheets that cover Greenland, the 
Arctic, and Antarctica will melt (Struck  2007a ). It seems clear that ice sheets 
throughout the world are melting far more rapidly than was previously believed 
possible. This has potentially dire consequences because the melting of land - based 
ice, unlike the melting of icebergs, raises the level of the sea. If all of the ice on 
Greenland  alone  was to melt, global sea levels would rise 23 feet; another 17 - foot 
rise would be associated with similar disintegration in Antarctica. Such a rise would 
be a global catastrophe leading to the end of life on many islands and in coastal 
civilization throughout the world. With the sea level likely to rise much more 
rapidly than was previously believed, vulnerable areas around the world near, at, 
or below sea level are likely to be swamped much sooner than was previously fore-
cast (Rudolph  2007 : D1, D4). 

 Scientists know that the ice, not only in Greenland, but elsewhere, is melting and 
that the melt will accelerate as global temperatures rise and that this will lead to a 
rise in the sea levels. However, it is diffi cult to fi nd much agreement among scien-
tists beyond that. For example, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
estimated in 2007 that there was a 50 – 50 probability that by the end of the twenty -
 fi rst century temperatures would increase by between 1.8 and 7.2 degrees Fahrenheit 
and that the sea level, as a result, would rise by between 7.8 inches and two feet 
(Eilperin  2007 : A6). Indeed, temperatures have already been rising by 0.2 degrees 
Fahrenheit every decade (Fahrenthold  2007 : A7). However, the consensus among 
scientists is that they are unable to predict sea levels, with the result that they (and 
we) will need to be content to simply measure the increase in sea levels as it happens, 
giving the world far less lead time to act to prevent it (if possible), reduce it, or 
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reduce its impact (e.g. 60 million people are predicted to become refugees with only 
a 3 - foot rise in the sea level).  

  Global  w arming and  h ealth 
 Global warming is expected to adversely affect health in a number of different ways 
(Brown  2007 : A7). Global warming will bring with it more, and more intense, heat 
waves, and excessive heat can be deadly. A heat wave in Europe in 2003, the worst 
in almost 500 years, caused about 30,000 deaths from heat - related illnesses. The 
aging of the population throughout much of the developed world makes more 
people vulnerable to becoming ill and dying due to excessive heat. Increasing 
urbanization also increases the likelihood of death since cities become  “ heat islands. ”  
Death from excessive heat is also more likely among the very young, those who are 
ill, the poor, and those who lack the ability to move away from super - heated areas. 
However, there are steps that can be taken to mitigate the dangers of heat stress, 
such as more use of air conditioning (although many people in the world have no 
access to it or cannot afford it; furthermore it causes other problems such as great 
demand on energy sources), greater awareness of the dangers associated with exces-
sive heat, and better medical treatment of those affl icted with heat stress. Of course, 
those in the North are much more likely to be able to avail themselves of these 
mechanisms. 

 More severe storms will lead to more deaths, especially from increased fl ooding 
due to the storms (e.g. the massive death toll in Myanmar as a result of a typhoon, 
especially its storm surge, in May, 2008). The residents of coastal areas are in par-
ticular danger due to storm surges. Extreme variations in weather may lead to more 
droughts and shortages of water. Food production may not increase as rapidly as 
expected, with the result that the long - term decline in the number of the world ’ s 
hungry will slow. 

 Increased heat will speed up chemical reactions and pollution from ozone and 
soot will be made worse. Deaths from ozone pollution (mostly among those with 
lung or heart problems) could rise by 5 percent by 2050. Pollen production could 
increase, adversely affecting those with asthma and other allergies. 

 Water - borne diseases (e.g. cholera) will increase with higher temperatures and 
more torrential rains. Food - borne infections (e.g. salmonella) will also increase with 
hotter weather. 

 Diseases caused by animals and insects may increase, although there is less cer-
tainty on this than on the other health issues discussed above. For example, it is 
expected that there will be an increase in malaria and dengue borne by mosquitoes. 
Exposure to malaria is expected to increase by 25 percent in Africa by 2100. However, 
here, as elsewhere, actions can be taken to mitigate the problem, such as controlling 
the mosquito population with pesticides (although these pose many other hazards 
[Carson  1962 ]), greater use of bed nets (especially by pregnant women and chil-
dren), and better medical care. Other diseases of this type that are likely to become 
more prevalent are  “ yellow fever (also carried by mosquitoes), schistosomiasis (by 
snails), leishmaniasis (sand fl ies) and Lyme disease (ticks) ”  (Brown  2007 : A7).   
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  Population Growth 

 Signifi cant population growth, especially in the South (populations will remain 
stable or decline in much of the North), will exacerbate the kinds of ecological 
problems discussed above and produce new ones. 

 In terms of the latter, it is not sheer numbers themselves that matter, or matter 
most, but rather what the population consumes, and there are huge variations 
around the world in consumption (see Chapter  4 ) (Diamond  2008 : A19). The 
roughly one billion people who live in the developed countries, especially the 300 
million or so in the United States, have a per capita consumption rate of 32, while 
it is much less in the less developed world, with many countries located there (e.g. 
Kenya) approaching a rate of 1, or  32 times less  than that in the US. Thus, from an 
ecological point of view, the greatest problems are produced by those nations (espe-
cially the US) with both the largest populations  and  the highest consumption rates. 

 The latter also points to the looming increase in ecological problems traceable 
to the booming populations and economies of India and especially China (its 1.3 
billion people give it a larger population than the developed world). Their con-
sumption rates still rank far below those in the developed world, but clearly they 
are increasing rapidly. Enormous strain would be placed on the resources and the 
ecology of the planet, should (as seems likely) China ’ s consumption rate (and that 
of India) approach that of the developed countries. Of course, this could be com-
pensated for by a decline in the consumption rate in the developed world (perhaps 
inevitable with the ongoing global redistribution of wealth), as well by various 
conservation efforts. The latter would not be too painful in those countries since it 
would mainly focus on the many wasteful aspects of consumption (e.g. reduction 
in at least the excessive rate of growth of oil, forest, and fi sh consumption).  

  The Global Flow of Dangerous Debris 

 All parts of the world produce detritus that is dangerous, or at least potentially so. 
Examples of concern here include  “ e - waste ”  such as discarded television sets, com-
puters, printers, cell phones, and so on. However, it is the highly developed Northern 
countries that produce a disproportionate amount of such debris. Once products 
have outlived their usefulness (or even long before that) and are reduced to detritus, 
the developed nations want no more to do with them. They seek to send much 
of the detritus to less developed countries which, for their part, are anxious to 
receive the debris since it can be transformed into work, jobs, and profi ts. Very 
often the debris that is unloaded on these countries has components and elements 
(gold, silver, copper) that are of value. However, they are diffi cult and time -
 consuming to extract. The poorly paid workers of less developed countries are 
ideal for this unskilled work. Few in the developed world want to do this work, 
especially for the pay those in the less developed world receive. 

 Furthermore, many of the things that are found in e - waste are dangerous. For 
example, a cell phone contains about 200 chemical compounds and it is not clear 
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which are hazardous and which are not. When workers in developing countries 
dismantle, burn, or pour acids on cell phones, it is unclear what toxic chemicals are 
released and how they are affected by the processes that release them. What is clear 
is that there are many toxic elements involved and it is the workers in less developed 
countries who are being exposed to them. Furthermore, the population as a whole 
in those areas is being endangered since what remains after the valuable e - waste is 
removed is often carelessly discarded to poison the land, crops, and so on. 

 One of the roots of this problem is the fact that those in developed countries are 
discarding electronics of all sorts long before the equipment has exhausted its useful 
life. Thus, for example, people buy new cell phones  –  and discard old ones (often, 
at least initially, by just dumping them in a drawer at home)  –  not because the old 
ones have ceased functioning, but because they like the color, design, or additional 
functions of new ones. Thus, much e - waste is unnecessary. Furthermore, many of 
the older phones could be recycled, but few people have any interest in doing what 
is necessary to recycle old phones (Mooallem  2008 : 38 – 43).   

  GLOBAL RESPONSES 

 Many global environmental problems, especially global warming, are traceable to 
economic development. That is, as economies grow larger and more successful they 
are likely to do increasing damage to the environment in, for example, the ways in 
which they produce things (factories that pollute) and what they produce (auto-
mobiles that pollute still further). As concerned as nation - states are becoming about 
damage to the environment, they are not about to either give up the fruits of devel-
opment or cease seeking to become more developed. This leads to the important 
concept of sustainable development (Borghesi and Vercelli  2008 ; Dietsch and 
Philpott  2008 : 247 – 58; Kasa  2008 : 151 – 63; Linton  2008 : 231 – 45; Park, Conca, and 
Finger  2008 ). 

  Sustainable Development 

 The origin of this concept is a  1987  report to the UN by the World Commission 
on Environment and Development, entitled  “ Our Common Future. ”  In the view 

of the authors of the report,  sustainable devel-
opment  (which should apply to all countries) 
involves economic and environmental changes 
that meet the needs of the present, especially of 
the world ’ s poor, without jeopardizing the needs 
of the future. While the focus of sustainable 

development is on physical sustainability, there must also be a concern for equity 
within the current generation and for future generations.    

 A key event in the history of global environmentalism, indeed of globalization, 
was the 1992 meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, labeled the  “ Earth Summit, ”  but 

    Sustainable development : Economic and 
environmental changes that meet the 
needs of the present without 
jeopardizing the future. 
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formally titled the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(Najam  2007 : 345 – 7). It is known for legitimizing and advancing the concept of 
sustainable development. 

 While  “ sustainable development ”  was focused on the environment (although not 
exclusively, given the concern for economic development), the term has come to 
be used much more broadly, even indiscriminately, to include  “ using renewable 
energy and farming organically to increasing local self - suffi ciency and undertaking 
radical political decentralization ”  (LeLe  2007 : 1103). 

 Globalization can be seen as either a threat or a boon to sustainability. As a threat, 
globalization can be seen as leading to unsustainable development by  “ undermining 
of the regulatory capacities of nation - states and local communities, and the deple-
tion of biological and social diversity in favor of an overconsuming and culturally 
homogenized lifestyle ”  (LeLe  2007 : 1103). Globalization can aid sustainable devel-
opment through the  “ enhanced penetration of markets, diffusion of modern tech-
nologies, and globalization of standards, ”  which, in turn, lead to  “ enhanced effi ciency 
of resource use and demand for cleaner environments ”  (LeLe  2007 : 1103). 

 While virtually everyone today would be in favor of sustainable development, 
there are at least three key issues involved in such a notion. The fi rst is the diffi culty 
involved in developing reliable projections about what is likely to happen to 
an ecosystem in the future. Second, should we simply seek to maintain the current 
ecosystem (e.g. the rainforests), or can we rely on advances in knowledge and pro-
duction to compensate, perhaps more than compensate, for what is lost as a result 
of declines in the ecosystem? The third, and biggest, debate is over the causes of the 
current unsustainability of our ecosystem. The main difference is between those 
who argue that the main cause is population growth and those who contend that 
it is high levels of production and consumption (Dauvergne  2008 ) in developed 
countries (as well as China and India). Overall, there is a strong relationship in the 
debate over sustainability between the environment and economic development. 
The issue, of course, is whether economic development is possible without causing 
substantial, if not overwhelming, damage to the environment. 

 There are a number of dimensions to the relationship between globalization and 
sustainability. First, there is the  economic  dimension and the issue of whether eco-
nomic development irretrievably destroys the environment or whether with 
economic development comes the desire and the ability to better control the factors 
that are adversely affecting the environment. Second,  technology  can be seen as both 
producing environmental degradation and creating the possibility (e.g. through 
dissemination of information about environmental problems and their causes via 
the mass media or the global spread of green technologies) of limiting the damage. 
Third, there is the dimension of  awareness  and whether the global media have led 
to greater awareness of environmental problems and their causes, or whether con-
sumerism, also pushed by the global media, increases people ’ s blindness to these 
issues. Finally, there is the  politics  of environmentalism, with some global organ-
izations (e.g. the WTO) pushing for more economic growth, while many others 
(environmental INGOs such as Greenpeace) are seeking to reduce it or to limit its 
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negative impact on the environment. Overall, then,  “ [w]hile many elements of 
globalization are clearly detrimental to already fragile efforts at environmental 
protection, there are those who believe that the economic benefi ts resulting from 
globalization will increase societal capacity to deal with environmental problems ”  
(LeLe  2007 : 1106).  

  Dealing with Climate Change 

 In spite of mounting evidence that fossil fuels are the major factor in global warming, 
many major corporations and some governments, especially in the US (Armitage 
 2005 : 417 – 27), have resisted taking action to limit fossil - fuel emissions. 

 Take, for example, the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, a major effort to deal with climate 
change due to carbon emissions. Ratifying nations would have been required by 
2012 to reduce their emissions to 5 percent below what they were in 1990. The 
agreement created ceilings for the carbon emissions of developed countries, but 
none for developing countries, especially China and India. Many nations ratifi ed 
the Kyoto Protocol, but it required that countries that were responsible for a total 
of 55 percent of the emissions be signatories; it did not reach the required percent-
age. Especially notable is the fact that the US did not ratify the Kyoto Protocol and 
in 2001 it was fi nally rejected by President George W. Bush. Arguments against the 
treaty were that it was based on questionable science, that it would hurt the American 
economy, and that it was not fair and would not be successful because the rapidly 
developing nations, especially China (and India), were not restricted in terms of 
their emissions. In spite of the failure to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, many believe 
that something like it will need to be negotiated (Zedillo  2008 ). After all, the evi-
dence on global climate change, especially global warming, seems even clearer and 
stronger today than it did in the late 1990s. 

 There are signs that the reluctance of developed nations, especially the US, and 
their political and corporate leaders, is giving way to the increasingly clear reality 
that global warming is here and its adverse effects are already being felt. In early 
2007 ten large corporations joined many environmental groups and called for 
 “ federal law to slow, stop and reverse the growth ”  of global - warming emissions 
 “ over the shortest period of time reasonably achievable ”  (Ball  2007 : A1, A17). At 
the same time, President Bush, as we saw above, no friend of the environment, 
called for a greater effort to fi nd low - emission alternatives to gasoline. He announced 
a goal of cutting US gasoline consumption by 20 percent over the next ten years 
and, more importantly, he publicly acknowledged  “ the serious challenge of global 
climate change, ”  and the need to deal with the fact that the US is  “ addicted to oil ”  
(Sanger and Rutenberg  2007 : A1 [and A14]; Andrews and Barringer  2007 : A14). 
Critics, however, argued that this does not go nearly far enough and, for example, 
does not deal with the energy from electric power plants (they produce 40 percent 
of these emissions) and other  “ smokestack industries. ”  The President of the National 
Environmental Trust pointed out that even with the suggested cuts, carbon emis-
sions would  increase  by 14 percent in the next decade. 
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 Of course, a cynic might wonder what took corporate leaders and politicians so 
long to realize what was abundantly obvious not only to scientists but to increasing 
numbers of laypeople. Furthermore, there is the suspicion that, sensing that change 
was coming, corporations simply acted so that they would be included in the delib-
erations and could limit the costs to them. In many cases, it appears that corpora-
tions are jumping on the ecological bandwagon largely because it is good public 
relations (this is known as  “ greenwashing ” ). Furthermore, some of these corpora-
tions sense that there is money to be made in clean - energy technologies and they 
want a piece of the action. For example, some corporations have invested heavily in 
wind, hydroelectric, and nuclear power and they would gain business if there are cuts 
in those power sources that emit large amounts of carbon dioxide (Strassel  2007 : 
A10). Furthermore, various industries are jockeying for position in order to force 
others to absorb the costs associated with change. For example, the auto industry 
wants the oil industry to produce more low - carbon alternatives, and the oil industry, 
for its part, wants the auto industry to produce more effi cient automobiles. 

 In spite of the beginning of momentum in the direction of corporate concern 
about global warming, the majority of chief executives surveyed, especially in 
the US, were neither  “ somewhat ”  nor  “ extremely concerned ”  about it. Concern 
about global warming was highest in Japan, with 70 percent of executives 
expressing concern; in Europe it was German executives who were most likely to 
express concern; but only 18 percent of US executives manifested such a concern. 
This fi gure was considerably below the overall average for all countries surveyed, 
of 40 percent (Norris  2007 : B3). 

 While the US wants to see developing countries, especially China (and India), 
limit their emissions, China (and other developing countries) tends to take the 
view that many of today ’ s problems are a result of what the developed countries 
have done, and are doing, to the environment. Furthermore, it is China ’ s view that 
it is now its time to develop, to catch up, and in order to do so, it must both indus-
trialize further and develop more of a consumer society (including many more 
highly polluting private automobiles). The result, of course, would be a great 
increase in both China ’ s absolute and relative contribution to global pollution. 
Indeed, China is already the second largest producer of greenhouse gases. This is 
largely traceable to China ’ s extremely rapid industrial development and the fact that 
almost 70 percent of the nation ’ s energy comes from coal - fi red power plants, many 
with poor and outmoded devices to limit pollution. Furthermore, everyone agrees 
that in the not - too - distant future China will supplant the US as the world ’ s worst 
emitter of greenhouse gases. Thus, the US wants to see limits on China before it 
reaches this point, but for its part, China is determined to develop economically 
(Yardley  2007 : A9).  

  Carbon Tax 

 A more recent proposal for helping to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases is 
the carbon tax. Businesses would pay a tax based on the amount of their carbon 
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emissions from the use of fossil fuels (e.g. oil, coal, and natural gas). The idea is 
that the economic costs involved in paying the tax would motivate them to modify 
their production processes in order to reduce emissions and therefore the taxes they 
would need to pay. The ideal scheme would be a global carbon tax so that all nations 
of the world would participate. Clearly, the effectiveness of the system would be 
reduced if some areas of the world participated and others did not. However, the 
participation of any nations, especially major polluters such as the US and China, 
would help to reduce global carbon emissions and thereby ultimately global 
warming.  

  Carbon Neutral 

 The diffi culty of actually reducing carbon emissions is refl ected in the case of 
Norway which announced in 2007 that it would be  “ carbon neutral ”  by 2050. That 
is, it would generate no  net  greenhouse gases into the atmosphere by that date. By 
early 2008 the Norwegian government announced that the date for carbon neutral-
ity had been moved forward two decades to a startling 2030. However, it turns out 
that these gains are the result not so much of reducing carbon emissions in Norway, 
but of canceling them out by, for example,  “ planting trees or cleaning up a polluting 
factory in a country far away ”  (Rosenthal  2008a : A6). This kind of accounting 
sleight of hand is allowable under the environmental accounting policy of the UN. 
Even with its limitations, Norway ’ s method of dealing with carbon emissions is 
costly, and few other nations can afford it (Norway is awash with oil income). More 
importantly, it is not sustainable since there are just not enough trees to plant and 
factories to clean up in the less developed world to compensate for carbon emissions 
in developed (and some developing) countries. Critics of Norway and other coun-
tries engaging in these practices argue that they conceal the fact that much more 
needs to be done at home to cut carbon emissions (e.g. cutbacks in heavy 
industries).  

  Alternate Fuels and Power Sources 

 The global problems associated with the extraordinary use, especially in the US, of 
gasoline to power automobiles have fi nally led to the beginnings of a serious effort 
to fi nd alternatives to it, especially in the US, the world leader in automobile and 
gasoline use. 

  Hybrid  t echnology 
 One development of note is the increasing importance of hybrid automobiles that 
derive at least part of their power from electricity. Then there is an all - electric car 
that, in order to be re - energized, would simply be plugged into an electrical outlet 
( Economist   2008 : June 19). With future sources of oil dwindling, demand rising, 
and growing concern about global warming, we will see more and more efforts to 
create alternatives to the gasoline - powered automobile.  
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  Ethanol 
 There is also growing interest in alternative fuels to gasoline, with the greatest atten-
tion these days focused on ethanol (Barrionuevo  2007 : C1). The US is a large and 
growing producer of ethanol, but it trails Brazil in both production and use (40 
percent of Brazil ’ s non - diesel gasoline consumption is ethanol and 70 percent of 
new automobiles sold in Brazil can use either gasoline or ethanol [Reel  2007 : A14]). 
The major current source of ethanol is corn, but it can be made from other agri-
cultural products (e.g. cellulosic sources such as switchgrass or wood chips). 
Ethanol, however, is a third less effi cient than gasoline and in the US a federal 
subsidy of 51 cents a gallon is required to make it competitive with gasoline. 

 While ethanol promises to help with various global problems  –  dependence on 
oil produced and controlled elsewhere in the world, a reduction in carbon dioxide 
emissions  –  it creates other problems. First, the growing interest in ethanol has 
already driven up corn prices and this threatens American exports of corn to many 
parts of the world. Second, it is also a threat in other parts of the world, such as 
Mexico, where there is great reliance on corn for food staples like tortillas. Because 
of globalization, Mexico has grown increasingly reliant on American corn and is 
therefore directly affected by the increase in price. Furthermore, because there is a 
global market for corn, the price of Mexican corn has risen as well. 

 Ethanol has become a global political football. For example, the US is seeking to 
forge a partnership with Brazil on ethanol. This is deemed important in terms of 
reducing US dependence on gasoline, but it is also a result of the US effort to 
counter the growing power of Hugo Ch á vez and oil - rich Venezuela in Latin America 
(Reel  2007 : A14). (With the recent discovery of a potentially huge new oil fi eld in 
Brazil, it remains to be seen how long its interest in ethanol will be sustained.) 

 Interestingly, in one of many actions that contradict its neo - liberal orientation 
to free trade, the US levies a 54 - cent - a - gallon tariff on most ethanol imported into 
the country. This serves to protect American corn growers, and to punish those in 
other countries, especially Brazil. There is hope that in the long run the talks 
between Brazil and the US will lead to a reduction or elimination of those tariffs. 

 However, concern has surfaced recently that biofuels such as ethanol may exac-
erbate the problem of greenhouse gas emissions rather than reduce them. While 
biofuels on their own produce fewer such emissions than fossil fuels, they cause 
 more  when we adopt a broader view. It has been known for quite some time that 
the refi ning and transportation of these fuels produce carbon emissions. What is 
new is the realization that in order to produce biofuels, rainforests, grasslands, and 
other natural ecosystems are reduced or destroyed and that the burning or plowing 
of those systems releases greenhouse gases. Further, the problem is exacerbated 
because natural ecosystems act like sponges in absorbing carbon emissions, and the 
cropland that replaces these natural systems absorbs much less carbon. 

 The global reverberations associated with producing biofuels can eventually be 
immense. Already, as the US devotes more farm land to producing corn, countries 
like Brazil are responding by producing more soybeans to compensate for the 
decline in American production of that crop. This leads to more deforestation in 
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Brazil to create new farm land and that, in turn, leads as we saw above to more 
carbon emissions and less ability to absorb them. Sugar cane seems to offer some 
hope because it requires little energy to grow and it can easily be made into fuel. A 
better possibility would be agricultural waste products because they would not 
require more farm land in order to produce fuel (Rosenthal  2008b : A9). 

 Other problems associated with ethanol are becoming increasingly clear. For 
example, as more land is devoted to the crops needed to produce it, less is devoted 
to growing food. This serves to increase food prices not only for Mexico and its 
corn, but around the world. Another problem is that factories that produce ethanol 
use huge amounts of water and, as is discussed above, water is itself an increasingly 
endangered resource ( Economist   2008 : February 28).  

  Solar  p ower 
 A better alternative source of energy is solar power. One of its attractions is that it 
produces no greenhouse gases. Another, especially in warmer climes, is that it pro-
duces its maximum energy just when it is needed. That is, it produces the 
most energy on hot, sunny days and those are the times of the greatest demand for 
energy to run air conditioners. Some of the technologies needed to use solar energy 
are able to store it and are therefore able to operate at night and on cloudy 
days. Solar power remains more expensive than using fossil fuels, but as the costs 
of the latter continue to rise (as they must given increasing demand and declining 
supply) and the costs of the former decline (as technologies improve and economies 
of scale kick in), we may see more and better use of solar power ( Economist   2008 : 
February 21).   

  A Technological Fix? 

 Talk of increased use of solar power is related to the growing interest these days in 
a  “ technological fi x ”  for at least some global environmental problems such as global 
warming. There is a longstanding attraction to fi nding technological solutions to 
all social problems. To many, fi nding new technologies seems far easier and less 
painful than the much harder task of getting large numbers of people to change 
longstanding behaviors. That is, people tend to be loath to change their consump-
tion patterns and thus prefer the hope of technological fi xes to the ecological prob-
lems they play a large role in causing. Furthermore, many industries have a vested 
interest in people continuing to consume at high levels. Thus, a major cause of 
global warming is the ever - increasing burning of fossil fuels, but innumerable 
industries and people are wedded to it and many people in other parts of the world 
would dearly like to do more of it. This is especially the case with the use of gasoline 
in automobiles in highly developed countries, the increasing number of people in 
countries like China and India who can now afford automobiles, and the large 
numbers in less developed countries who would dearly love to drive automobiles. 
In the face of this huge and growing demand, it is unlikely that calls to cut back on 
gasoline use are going to be heeded (although the Great Recession is forcing people 
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to cut back). Hence the attraction of the search for a technological fi x that will solve 
the problems caused by the burning of gasoline and, more generally, fossil fuels. 
With such a fi x, production and consumption throughout the world can not only 
continue, but expand further. 

 Enter  “ geoengineering ”  and a series of relatively new proposals for dealing 
with global ecological problems while leaving untouched and unaddressed the 
underlying and growing causes of global warming. Among the ideas being discussed 
are  “ injecting chemicals into the upper atmosphere to cool the poles, or blocking 
sunlight by making clouds more refl ective or stationing mirrors in space ”  (Dean 
 2007 : A11). Scientifi c support for these possibilities has been muted for several 
reasons: there is fear that talk of such solutions would encourage people to continue, 
if not increase, their use of fossil fuels; there is great fear that even if some of the 
proposals do work, they might have a series of unanticipated consequences that will 
pose as great, or greater, problems than the problems they are designed to help 
deal with; these innovations in geoengineering are untried, incredibly diffi cult, and 
likely to be extraordinarily expensive; and there are many other climate - related 
problems (e.g. the increasing acidity of the oceans) which would be unaffected 
by global climate changes produced by such technologies. Undertaking such projects 
would require truly global efforts and a massively funded global governance struc-
ture. The hope here is that already functioning systems of global governance that 
 “ regulate the use of radio frequencies, organize air traffi c control, track space ”  
(Dean  2007 : A11) will be a model for what is needed to deal with global climate 
problems. 

 While geoengineering technologies are little more than vague ideas at this point 
and a long way from anything approaching functionality, a leading expert in the 
area predicted that within two centuries the earth will be  “ an artifact, ”  that is, it 
will be a product of human design and geoengineering. Already underway are 
efforts to respond to the adverse effects of global warming on agriculture and crops. 
This involves new aspects of the  “ green revolution ”  such as the creation of 
crops, through selective breeding and genetic engineering, that can survive in 
warmer climates, that can use increased salinity rather than being destroyed by it, 
that are not desiccated by droughts, and that can even thrive while submerged under 
water (Weiss  2007 : A6). Less dramatic responses include reducing plowing and 
tilling (to reduce evaporation and the amount of carbon dioxide released), reducing 
the amount of fertilizer used (fertilizer produces nitrous oxide which is far more 
harmful to the atmosphere than carbon dioxide), the planting of shade trees, and 
the addition of fruit trees better able to survive climate change than subsistence 
crops. 

 There is even a  “ doomsday vault ”  in a Norwegian mountainside which is being 
stocked with seeds from around the world. The idea is that in the event of dramatic 
and unexpected climate changes, we cannot know in advance which seeds will 
survive and thrive. Even in worst case scenarios, the hope is that some of these seeds 
stored in the Norwegian vault will be the ones that save humanity from 
starvation.  
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  Economic Issues 

 Long - term solutions, and even very short - term solutions, to environmental prob-
lems in general, and the problems of climate change in particular, are likely to be 
hugely, if not monumentally, expensive (Mufson  2007 : A1, A9). The kinds of 
advanced scientifi c efforts outlined above will cost huge sums just to research, let 
alone to implement. Even less innovative changes such as more wind turbines, solar 
panels, reforestation, retooling large industries, building power plants able to recap-
ture carbon dioxide, and, most controversially, lots more nuclear power plants, 
involve unimaginable costs. Furthermore, these efforts need to be undertaken glo-
bally and that would involve many nations without the resources to do much, if 
anything, about these problems. Even in the highly developed countries, it is not 
clear that people understand the costs involved in these efforts, let alone being 
willing to pay for them. This is especially the case in the United States which lags 
behind Europe in implementing and paying for even the most rudimentary of these 
changes. Germany, for example, is the European leader in the use of wind and solar 
power and the US lags far behind in this. And, of course, the ongoing recession 
makes it even less likely that such massive, and hugely expensive, programs will be 
undertaken.  

  Opposing Environmentalism 

 While it seems like an unmitigated good, it is not unusual for there to be opposition 
to environmentalism. Most generally those interested in economic development 
have little patience for environmentalists, especially when environmental concerns 
slow down, or stop, such development. An interesting example of this involves 
efforts by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), beginning in 2003, to create parks and 
reserves in Brazil in a program known as Amazon Region Protected Areas (Rohter 
 2007 : A4). A great concern there is the limiting of further deforestation. As dis-
cussed above, the Amazon has already been deforested to a great degree. The 
Amazon forest was, and is, important to the world for its innumerable trees that 
absorb enormous quantities of carbon dioxide. That capacity has declined dramati-
cally and, instead, decaying plant life in the Amazon is contributing heavily to the 
production of carbon dioxide and therefore to global warming. As of this writing, 
the area of deforestation in Brazil is larger than New York, Connecticut, and New 
Jersey  combined . The goal of the WWF is to protect not only the trees in Brazil but 
also its biodiversity. However, some businessmen have reacted negatively to this for 
two basic reasons. First, it is seen as impeding their ability to develop the region 
and its natural resources and thereby to increase their business and profi ts. Second, 
it is seen as, itself, a kind of colonialism and perhaps a precursor to the re - emergence 
of a more traditional kind of colonialism, in which foreign (especially American) 
entrepreneurs come in to develop the area, perhaps preceded by the military. The 
WWF denies such interests and associations and says that it is simply seeking to 
protect land that the Brazilian government has failed to protect.   
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  CHAPTER SUMMARY 

 This chapter examines the detrimental impact of negative global fl ows on the envi-
ronment. The most developed countries are disproportionately responsible for the 
current environmental problems. These countries are also better equipped to deal 
with these problems. 

 Neo - liberals and environmentalists debate the impact of free trade on the envi-
ronment. Environmentalists argue that environmental issues should be given prior-
ity over economic issues. Free trade, through its emphasis on the expansion of 
manufacturing, is associated with environmental damage. For their part, neo -
 liberals see the efforts of the environmentalists as serious impediments to trade. 
Some seek to integrate these approaches. For instance ecological modernization 
theory sees globalization as a process that can both protect and enhance the 
environment. 

 The relationship between environmental damage and societal collapse is exam-
ined in this chapter. It is argued that, unlike in the past, global interconnectedness 
ensures that damage to nature will not be confi ned to isolated geographical areas. 

 A major environmental problem is the destruction of natural habitats, particu-
larly through deforestation. Industrial fi shing has contributed to a signifi cant 
destruction of marine life and ecosystems. Biodiversity and usable farmland have 
also declined at a rapid pace. 

 A signifi cant environmental challenge is that of the decline in the availability of 
fresh water. The decline in the water supply as a result of degradation of the soil, or 
desertifi cation, has transformed what was once considered a public good into a pri-
vatized commodity. The poorest areas of the globe experience a disproportionate 
share of water - related problems. The problem is further intensifi ed by the consump-
tion of  “ virtual water, ”  wherein people inadvertently use up water from elsewhere in 
the world through the consumption of water - intensive products. The destruction of 
the water ecosystem may lead to the creation of climate refugees, people who are 
forced to migrate due to lack of access to water or due to fl ooding. 

 Pollution through toxic chemicals has had a long - term impact on the environ-
ment. The use of persistent organic pollutants (POP) has led to signifi cant industrial 
pollution. Greenhouse gases, gases that trap sunlight and heat in the earth ’ s atmos-
phere, contribute greatly to global warming. In turn, this process causes the melting 
of land - based and glacial ice with potentially catastrophic effects. Apart from the 
possibility of substantial fl ooding, global warming causes a reduction in the alkalin-
ity of the oceans as well as the destruction of existing ecosystems. Global warming 
also poses a threat to the global supply of food as well as to human health. 

 Population growth and the attendant increase in consumption intensify ecologi-
cal problems. The global fl ow of debris is another major concern, with e - waste often 
being dumped in developing countries. 

 Degradation of the environment has elicited signifi cant global responses. One 
approach is that of sustainable development, which seeks to chart a middle path 
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between economic growth and a sustainable environment. The relationship between 
globalization and sustainability is multi - dimensional  –  it involves economic, politi-
cal, and technological aspects. 

 Various efforts are underway to deal with climate change. However, these are 
countered by strong resistance on the part of governments and corporations. For 
instance the Kyoto Protocol, aimed at a reduction of global carbon emissions, failed 
to take off largely because it was not ratifi ed by the US. However, some momentum 
is being built up in corporate circles regarding dealing with environmental 
problems. 

 There are signifi cant challenges involved in implementing various measures (e.g. 
carbon tax, carbon neutrality) to deal with environmental problems. It is also dif-
fi cult to fi nd alternatives to fossil fuels. For instance, the use of ethanol as an alter-
native to gasoline has an attendant set of problems  –  it is less effi cient and it has 
led to an escalation in the price of corn (which currently serves as a major source 
of ethanol). Although biofuels themselves produce lower emissions, their extraction 
and transport contribute signifi cantly to total emissions. 

 Previous experience in dealing with environmental issues indicates that a global 
view of the problem is required. A focus on specifi c regions, such as Europe, over-
looks impacts in other regions. Instead of dealing with the causes of global warming, 
there is some interest in  “ technological fi xes ”  such as geoengineering.   

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

      1.   Outline as many connections as possible among the world ’ s leading environmental 
problems.   

   2.   Examine the infl uence of various consumption practices on environmental 
degradation.   

   3.   Examine the role of global corporations in causing and alleviating environmental 
problems.   

   4.   Do you think that the world may someday  “ collapse ”  because of accelerating envi-
ronmental problems? Why? Why not?   

   5.   In what ways can global fl ows positively affect the environment.   

   6.   Analyze the various global responses to environmental degradation.   

   7.   Examine the feasibility of sustainable development as a global project.    
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 Chapter  9  on environmental problems began with, and was informed by, 
Zygmunt Bauman ’ s ( 2006 : 96) concept of negative globalization. That idea 
is even more relevant to this chapter since Bauman enumerates a number 

of issues under that heading that will be of concern to us here. While there are many 
negative fl ows that could concern us in this chapter, the discussion will be limited 
to the global fl ows associated with dangerous imports, borderless diseases, crime, 
corruption, terrorism, and war. 

 While we recognize these negative fl ows, and agree with Bauman on the idea of 
increasing global liquidity, he goes too far with the idea of negative globalization, 
or at least farther than we are prepared to go. That is, in his view  “ ours is a wholly 
 negative  globalization: unchecked, unsupplemented and uncompensated for by a 
 ‘ positive ’  counterpart which is still a distant prospect at best, though according to 
some prognoses already a forlorn chance ”  (Bauman  2006 : 96). While there are 
certainly many negative aspects, fl ows, and processes associated with globalization, 
we would not accept the view that globalization is wholly negative. A discussion of 
the problems associated with globalization and of the kind offered in both this 
chapter and the preceding one should not blind us to its positive side (e.g. the fl ow 
of life - saving pharmaceuticals, or of medical personnel to check the outbreak of a 
new pandemic, and so on). 

 Another key point is that the issue of what is regarded as positive or negative 
about globalization often depends on one ’ s perspective and position. Thus, while 
most of us would agree that terrorism is a negative process, those who are involved 
in it, and support it, disagree. To take another example, many in the US see neo -
 liberalism as a good thing, but there is no shortage of others (including Bauman 
and this author) who see it as creating problems for large parts of the world and 
therefore, from that perspective, an example of negative globalization. This general 
orientation applies to the examples of negative globalization discussed throughout 
this chapter. That is, while many, perhaps most, would agree with this characteriza-
tion, others would adopt a more positive view toward them. 

 Finally, it needs to be pointed out that negative globalization does not merely 
involve negative fl ows and processes, but also structures whose effects at least some 
would regard as largely, if not totally, negative. Thus, for those (the vast majority 
of people in the world) who take a negative view of terrorism, the cellular organiza-
tion of al - Qaeda would be considered a negative structure; if one thinks of neo -
 liberalism as a negative global process, then the structures associated with it, 
such as the IMF and the World Bank, would be seen as negative structures. Of 
course, as was pointed out early in this book, the distinction between structure and 
process is, in many ways, a false one. Among the many reasons for this argument 
is that any structure is made up of a series of processes and those processes are 
affected by, and affect, a series of larger processes. 

 It is also worth noting that negative global fl ows of various kinds lead to global 
counter - reactions; to global efforts, both processes and structures, to deal with 
those fl ows. In terms of processes, one example is the development of increasingly 
sophisticated, often continuous, global surveillance techniques to deal with, among 
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other things, terrorism (Lyons  2004 : 135 – 49). As to structures, the World Social 
Forum is the broadest example of a structure created to centralize efforts to 
deal with the negative fl ows associated with globalization, especially those associated 
with neo - liberal globalization.  

  DANGEROUS IMPORTS 

 The fl ow of all sorts of products from every corner of the world has made it near -
 impossible to know precisely the true nature of the products entering a country 
(Barrionuevo  2007 : B1, B9). Furthermore, products produced locally contain ingre-
dients from many parts of the world. Take the case of Sara Lee ’ s Soft & Smooth 
Whole Grain White bread which includes the following ingredients (with the 
nations supplying each indicated): guar gum  –  India; calcium propitionate  –  
Netherlands; honey  –  China, Vietnam, Brazil, Uruguay, India, Canada, Mexico, 
Argentina; fl our enrichments  –  China; beta - carotene  –  Switzerland; vitamin D3  –  
China; wheat gluten  –  France, Poland, Russia, Netherlands, Australia (Schoenfeld 
 2007 : B9). 

 The greater the use of global ingredients, the greater the diffi culty in ensuring 
that no contaminants fi nd their way into fi nished products. Further, when fi nished 
products include numerous ingredients from many different locales throughout the 
world, it becomes diffi cult, if not impossible, to locate the source of the contamina-
tion. Thus, if, for example, Sara Lee ’ s bread were to make people sick, there are 
many potential sources of the contamination. Furthermore, many of the ingredients 
come from nations whose food safety standards are not likely to equal those in the 
US and other nations in the North. And, consumers are helpless since food labels 
are silent on where such ingredients come from (although some labeling on country 
of origin of fruits and meat began in the US in late 2008). Thus involved here is 
 both  a global value chain involving the ingredients in various foods  and  the possibil-
ity, because the chain is so long and diverse, of the spread of contaminants associ-
ated with at least some of them. 

 Globalization has led to an increase not only in imports of all kinds, but in 
imports that are dangerous to a nation and its citizens. This issue has gained much 
notoriety lately in the case of Chinese imports, especially into the US. As the quan-
tity and diversity of products imported from China by the US and many other 
nations has exploded in the past two decades, and then exploded again, outcries 
over problems associated with them have increased proportionately. In 2007 there 
were scandals associated with pet food made in China (poisons in dog food [e.g. 
melamine, an industrial chemical]) that made pets ill (some pets died from ingest-
ing the food); toys coated with lead paint; and toothpaste made in China that was 
making people ill; and in 2008, further scandals involving food for humans, espe-
cially infants (also laced with melamine). 

 While we focus on Chinese imports, it is important to remember that many other 
countries have been, and still are, involved in the global exportation of dangerous 
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products. For example, American companies have exported pharmaceuticals that 
were banned in the US to other countries. Many Western countries, especially the 
US, send their decommissioned ships to South Asia to be dismantled. This involves 
hard, dirty, polluting, and highly dangerous work. The Swiss company Nestl é  was 
guilty of aggressively exporting baby formula to the South, especially Africa, even 
though it had adverse effects on infants. Among other things, the water needed to 
mix the formula could well have been contaminated and the formula replaced 
nutritious breast milk.  

  BORDERLESS DISEASES 

 While borderless diseases have become much more common in recent years, they 
are not a new phenomenon. Diseases such as plague, malaria, tuberculosis (TB), 
and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) of various types have long spread 
globally. A specifi c example of an STI is syphilis which is now spreading mainly 
throughout a number of less developed countries. However, the roots of the 
disease were probably in Europe and it was spread by European colonialism 
and military exploits. In fact, for many, the disease was closely associated with 
French soldiers and it came to be known in some parts of the world as the  “ French 
Disease. ”  

 Then there is the increasing prevalence of other borderless diseases, many of 
them relatively new, such as severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) (or  “ mad cow disease, ”  a disease often found in 
cattle that can cause a brain disease, Creutzfeldt - Jakob disease, in humans  –  out-
breaks of this disease in cattle in, for example, Great Britain have led to periodic 
halts in the exportation of beef [Ong  2007 : 102 – 6]), avian fl u, Ebola virus, and HIV/
AIDS. The nature of these diseases and their spread either in fact (HIV/AIDS 
[Patton  2002 ]), or merely (so far) as a frightening possibility (avian fl u), tell us a 
great deal about the nature and reality of globalization in the twenty - fi rst century. 
The pathogens that cause these diseases fl ow, or have the potential to fl ow, readily 
throughout the globe and it is very diffi cult, if not impossible, to erect barriers to 
many, if not any, of them. 

 In fact, a WHO report issued in August of 2007 argued that new infectious dis-
eases are emerging at an  “ unprecedented rate ”  and are being spread globally because 
of the much greater mobility of people associated with the expansion of all sorts of 
means of transportation (quoted in Rosenthal  2007b : A9). As a result, the fl ow 
of responses to outbreaks of these diseases must be equally global. WHO urged 
global responses to the increasing likelihood of the spread of various diseases. 
However, some nations have proven unable or unwilling to be responsive to this 
global need. For example, China and Vietnam have been unwilling to provide WHO 
with samples of the avian fl u virus that is a serious problem in those countries, at 
least among birds. WHO needs such samples in order to study the spread of the 
disease and the ways in which the fl u is evolving. Such information can be useful 
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in heading off the further spread of the disease, especially to humans, and in ulti-
mately developing a vaccine to prevent it. 

  HIV/AIDS 

 HIV/AIDS spreads in various ways (e.g. blood transfusions), but it is its spread 
through sexual human contact (as an STI) that is especially relevant in the context 
of this book (Foll é r and Th ö rn  2008 ). The globalization of the disease is a result of 
the increasingly heightened fl ow, or movement, of people throughout much of the 
world. Unlike the other diseases to be discussed below, HIV/AIDS cannot be con-
tracted through casual contact with people who have the disease. Thus, passengers 
on an international fl ight will not contract AIDS simply because they sit next to, or 
converse with, a fellow passenger with the disease. 

 The spread of AIDs is closely linked with globalization, especially the increased 
global mobility associated with tourism (including, and perhaps especially, sex 
tourism), the greater migration rates of workers, increased legal and illegal immi-
gration, much greater rates of commercial and business travel, the movements 
(sometimes on a mass basis) of refugees, military interventions and the movement 
of military personnel, and so on. 

 People who have the disease can travel great distances over a period of years 
without knowing they have it and therefore have the ability to transmit the disease 
to many others in a number of widely scattered locales. Thus, when those with HIV/
AIDS have unprotected sexual contact with people in other countries, they are likely 
to transmit the disease to at least some of them. Similarly, those without the disease 
can travel to nations where HIV/AIDS is prevalent, contract it, and then bring it 
back to their home country. In either case, the disease moves from region to region, 
country to country, and ultimately globally, carried by human vectors. 

 More and more people, especially in the South, are contracting the disease, but 
it is initially largely symptom - less. In the early stages of the disease people move 
freely around their communities, cities, countries, continents, and in some cases 
the world, carrying it with them. For example, in Africa one well - known way in 
which the disease has spread across the continent is through truck drivers who work 
their way from country to country. If they have the disease, they may infect those 
who live in areas that were previously free of the disease. 

 In fact, no area of the world has been more devastated by AIDS than Africa 
(Nolen  2006 : A7), with some nations having infection rates approaching 50 percent 
of the adult population. The disease, as well as the many burdens associated with 
it, is having an adverse effect on all aspects of social and economic life throughout 
Africa. Some even predict the failure of at least some African states and their com-
plete economic collapse as a result of the spread of the disease. The economies of 
many African nations have already contracted as average life expectancy declines 
and it becomes harder to fi nd healthy adults to perform basic work - related tasks. 

 The greater prevalence of AIDS in Africa is just one example of the greater vul-
nerability of the world ’ s have - nots to this and many other borderless diseases. This 
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is not just a question of economic marginality, but also social and political margin-
ality. Compounding the problem is the fact that it is precisely this  most  vulnerable 
population that is also  least  likely to have access to the high - quality health care and 
the very expensive drugs that can slow the disease for years, or even decades.  

  Avian Flu 

 For over a decade (since the late 1990s), there has been fear of a pandemic of avian 
fl u that, because of globalization, would spread faster and affect (and kill) more 
people and more parts of the world than the last fl u pandemic, the Spanish fl u of 
1918. It is hard to know exactly how many people were killed worldwide by the 
Spanish fl u pandemic (somewhere between 20 million and more than 100 million), 
but we do know that about half a million Americans died from the disease; and 
more than a quarter of the American population were made ill by the disease 
(Kolata  1999 ). Whether or not it is caused by avian fl u, when the next fl u pandemic 
occurs (and most experts agree that it is a matter of when and not whether it will 
occur), it seems clear that far more people throughout the world will be made sick 
and die as a result of it. However, it is also the case, as will be discussed below, that 
the ability to deal with such a pandemic has been enhanced as a result of global-
ization (for example, global monitoring and the ability to get health workers and 
pharmaceuticals rapidly to the site of an outbreak). 

 As we saw above, HIV/AIDS can only be spread by intimate human contact, but 
avian fl u has the potential, like other strains of fl u before it, to spread through casual 
human contact. At the moment, there is little evidence of human - to - human spread 
of the virus that causes avian fl u. The relatively small number of humans in the 
world who have gotten the disease, and the even smaller number who have died 
from it, contracted the disease mainly through direct contact with infected birds. 
Those in less developed nations are more likely to have such direct contact with 
birds (some literally live with their birds) since consuming them and their eggs may 
be central to their food supply and/or may be an important business for them. In 
contrast, relatively few in the developed world have direct contact with live birds, 
with the result that they are highly unlikely to contract avian fl u. 

 However, the fear is that the virus that causes avian fl u might eventually trans-
form itself into a strain that  can  be spread by casual human contact. (Other viruses 
have taken this route and caused global human pandemics.) Were this to occur, the 
increased global mobility of people would lead to a rapid spread of the disease. 
While there would be efforts to quarantine those who were clearly symptomatic, 
some would inevitably slip through and bring the disease with them to many areas 
throughout the world. 

 As of mid - 2010, the feared avian fl u pandemic had not occurred, and the nature 
of the fl u appears now to be such that it may never occur. Both the number of 
confi rmed human cases and the number of deaths from avian fl u declined in 2007 
in comparison to 2006. There were 115 cases in 2006, but only 86 in 2007; 79 
deaths in 2006 and just 50 in 2007 (McNeil  2008 : D1, D4). While the virus has not 
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mutated into a form that can easily be contracted by humans because of its 
diffi culty in attaching itself to receptors in the human nose, it remains lethal and 
widespread among birds. For example, it is rampant and seemingly impossible to 
control among chickens in Indonesia (where people continue to die from the 
disease; almost half of all the human deaths from avian fl u have occurred there) 
(Mydans  2008 : A3). As long as this is the case, there remains the possibility of 
mutation and perhaps a pandemic. 

 It may be that the reason avian fl u has not mutated is that the ability to respond 
to such health threats globally has improved. Avian fl u is most widespread in poor 
countries, but even there,  “ laboratories have become faster at fl u tests. Government 
veterinarians now move more quickly to cull chickens. Hospitals have wards for 
suspect patients, and epidemiologists trace contacts and treat all with Tamifl u [an 
antiviral drug]  –  a tactic meant to encircle and snuff outbreaks before the virus can 
adapt itself to humans ”  (McNeil  2008 : D4). 

 Some health experts argue that the threat of an avian fl u pandemic never really 
existed:  “ H5 viruses have been around for 100 years and never caused a pandemic 
and probably never will ”  (quoted in McNeil  2008 : D4). Others worry that the pan-
demic is still possible, in part because future responses will be more muted since 
the feared outbreak did not occur during previous alerts. In the meantime, avian 
fl u continues to spread globally among birds (it was present in 60 countries in 2007) 
and it continues to mutate. Even if a human pandemic never occurs, the spread of 
avian fl u among birds remains a global problem that must be dealt with globally. 
More importantly, other fl u strains are likely to be the basis of a future 
pandemic.  

  SARS 

 An outbreak of SARS occurred in 2003 when the virus spread  –  largely via airline 
passengers  –  from mainland China to Hong Kong and from there to Singapore and 
Canada (Lee and Warner  2008 ). While the outbreak had only a limited effect, it 
demonstrated that globalization contributes to the spread of such diseases.  

  Ebola Virus 

 Ebola haemorrhagic fever is a viral disease that was fi rst identifi ed in Sudan and 
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of the Congo) in 1976. 1  Other outbreaks of 
the disease have occurred in Africa in the intervening years including in southern 
Sudan in 2004 and in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in late 2007. The 
disease is highly virulent, killing between 50 percent and 90 percent of those who 
contract it. It is not spread by casual contact, but rather through direct contact with 
the blood, body fl uids, and tissues of those infected with the disease. It can also 
occur through the handling of chimpanzees that have the disease or that have died 
from it. Thus far, the spread of the disease has been highly limited. This is at least 
in part a result of global responses to any reported outbreak. Health offi cials rush 
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to the affected area and seek to contain it by ministering to the sick and by restrict-
ing contact with those outside the affected area.  

  Tropical Diseases in Europe 

 The increase in tropical diseases in Europe indicates not only the importance of 
borderless diseases, but also that the impact of such diseases is not restricted to the 
South. It is related to another global problem  –  global warming (see Chapter  9 ). One 
of the consequences of global warming is the increased ability of disease - bearing 
vectors (e.g. mosquitoes) from the hot tropical areas to survive in areas (like Europe) 
that are heating up as a result of global warming. According to a WHO offi cial:

  This is the fi rst case of an epidemic of a tropical disease in a developed, European 
country.  …  Climate change creates conditions that make it easier for this mosquito 
to survive and it opens the door to diseases that didn ’ t exist here previously. This is 
a real issue. Now, today. It is not something a crazy environmentalist is warning about. 
 (Quoted in Rosenthal  2007a : 21)    

 For example, tiger mosquitoes arrived in Italy about a decade ago from Albania in 
shipments of tires. Since then the mosquito has spread throughout southern Europe 
and even into Switzerland and France. These mosquitoes spread a tropical disease, 
chikungunya (a relative of dengue fever usually found in the Indian Ocean area), 
by drinking the blood of a person infected by the disease and then passing it on to 
those the mosquitoes subsequently bite. In August, 2007, there was an outbreak of 
the disease (about 100 people contracted it) in a small village (2,000 residents) in 
northern Italy; it was traced to the visit of an infected person from India. Presumably, 
that person was bitten by a tiger mosquito and the disease was off and running. 
Victims often had fevers of 104 degrees and some continued to experience symp-
toms (e.g. arthritis) long after they contracted the disease. The outbreak waned as 
the weather grew colder, but was thought likely to reemerge when the weather 
warmed. It seems likely that we will see more such outbreaks in the future as the 
mosquitoes become increasingly indigenous to a warming Europe.   

  CRIME 

 The sheer quantity of global, or cross - border (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 ) crime 
has increased in concert with the growth of globalization. While there is, as we will 
see, much more to the issue of crime in the global age than this, the fact is that 
globalization makes more cross - border crime possible than ever before. Since there 
have been nation - states, and even before, there has been international crime that 
fl owed across broad areas of the world. However, today there seems to be far more 
of such crime, much of it associated with the general propensity for all sorts of 
things, including crime, to fl ow more freely in the global age. 
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 In addition, and perhaps because of the increase in global criminal fl ows, much 
more public and government attention than ever before seems to be devoted to 
these crimes. Attention to, as well as action against, crime fl ows more easily 
globally with the crimes themselves. This growth is largely traceable to increasing 
concern with drugs in the US in the late 1960s and early 1970s, as well as Western 
European interest in terrorism traceable to roughly the same period. 

 Drugs and terrorism (we also discuss terrorism separately from crime in the 
following section) now top the list of global concerns as far as crime is concerned, 
but others include  “ clandestine trade in sophisticated weaponry and technology, 
endangered species, pornographic materials, counterfeit products, guns, ivory, toxic 
waste, money, people [the traffi cking in human beings (Farr  2005 )], stolen prop-
erty, and art and antiquities ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 5). Especially notable 
is the role of globalization in changes in extant forms of crime (e.g. terrorism) and 
in the development of new forms of crime (cyber - crime). All of these involve fl ows 
of all sorts  –  drugs, money, human victims (e.g. those to be used as prostitutes), 
human perpetrators (e.g. terrorists), as well as the various illegal sorts of things that 
fl ow through the World Wide Web (e.g. child pornography, laundered funds, the 
spread of computer viruses). 

 These illegal fl ows have been aided by the decline of the nation - state and its 
increasing inability to stem, let alone halt, these fl ows. Furthermore, global criminal 
cartels are structures that have come into existence to better expedite illegal fl ows 
and to increase the profi ts that can be derived from them. In fact, a recent book, 
 McMafi a , attributes much of their success to increasingly sophisticated organiza-
tional methods (e.g. economies of scale, global partnerships, the opening of new 
markets) that are copied from leading legitimate businesses such as McDonald ’ s 
(Glenny  2008 ). New technologies have been employed to make some criminal fl ows 
more successful (e.g. even going so far as the use of a primitive submarine to trans-
port drugs). And then there is the Internet, the very nature of which makes a 
number of illegal fl ows much easier (e.g. pornography, Internet scams), and which 
is largely impervious to efforts at control by individual nation - states. 

 The growth in global crime has been met, of course, by  “ the growing importance 
of the international component of policing and the policing component of inter-
national relations ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 6). Thus, this seems like a 
simple story of increases in global crime being met by increasing global policing. 
However, the story, as with all stories that relate to crime and efforts to control it, 
is far more complex than that. 

 Crime is always a matter of social defi nition or social construction (Goode and 
Ben - Yehuda  1994 ; Brownstein  1996 ). That is, few acts everywhere and at all times 
are crimes; they need to be  defi ned  as such by large numbers of people. Very often, 
that which was at one time  “ normal ”  comes to be defi ned as deviant. One famous 
example is that of cocaine which was a legal substance (small amounts of it were 
found in Coca - Cola  –  that ’ s how the famous soda pop got its name  –  until 1929), 
but came to be defi ned as illegal. However, it is rarely the case that large numbers 
of people come to defi ne something as deviant on their own. This is even truer of 
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something coming to be defi ned as illegal, i.e. against the law, since that requires 
the action of government offi cials. In fact, for some act or product to come to be 
defi ned as both deviant and illegal, the actions of so - called  “ moral entrepreneurs ”  
are almost always required. Moral entrepreneurs are individuals or groups of indi-
viduals who come to defi ne an act as a moral outrage and lead a campaign to have 
it defi ned as deviant and to have it made illegal and therefore subject to legal 
enforcement (Becker  1963 ). Drugs are a good example of this, especially globally, 
since moral entrepreneurs located especially in the US have taken it upon them-
selves to have drugs defi ned as illegal and their use as deviant. They have done so 
even though the use of many of these drugs (e.g. marijuana) is common and 
accepted not only in many societies throughout the world, but also among a large 
portion of the American population. 

 This relates to the point that while the power of nation - states has generally 
declined in the global age, it continues to matter greatly in what comes to be  defi ned  
as a global form of deviance and crime. In the era of globalization, it is the nation -
 states of Western Europe and the US that have played, by far, the central role in 
this; it is  their  sense of morality and  their  norms of behavior that have come to be 
disseminated throughout much of the world:  “ To an extent virtually unprecedented 
in world history, a few European states and the United States proved successful in 
proselytizing to diverse societies around the world, in shaping the moral views of 
substantial sectors of elite opinion outside their borders, and in imposing their 
norms on foreign governments ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 20). While there 
have been a number of such efforts to defi ne acts as deviant and illegal, they are 
certainly not always, and perhaps not even frequently, successful. This, of course, 
is refl ected in the continuation, perhaps expansion, of the global drug trade in spite 
of great efforts by the US and other nation - states to at least slow it down. 

 Much of the publicity about drugs, including the ways in which they are impli-
cated in globalization, involves cocaine and heroin. Thus, great attention is devoted 
to, for example, the growing of poppies in Afghanistan and drug production in 
Guatemala and the ways in which drugs from those areas, and many others, make 
their way around the world. 

 A relatively new global drug is methamphetamine (meth), made easily and 
cheaply in home - based  “ cooking facilities ”  from the main ingredient in cough 
medicine, pseudoephedrine. Once largely an American phenomenon, the produc-
tion and use of methamphetamine is beginning to expand globally. For example, it 
is a growing problem in the Czech Republic and the fear is that from there it will 
spread throughout the European Union and many other parts of the world as well 
(Kulish  2007 : A1, A11). 

 Free - trade zones are structures that expedite the fl ow of illegal products; they are 
effi cient transit points (there are no tariffs and there is minimal oversight over most 
of these zones since goods do not offi cially enter the country in which the zone 
exists) for all sorts of illegal (and legal) products moving throughout the world. A 
raid on a free - trade zone in Dubai revealed the role they play in the global distribu-
tion of counterfeit drugs for a wide range of serious health problems (Bogdanich 
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 2007 : A1, A6). In this case, the fake drugs traveled from China, to Hong Kong, 
through Dubai, and then to Great Britain, the Bahamas, and ultimately to an 
Internet seller who marketed them to Americans as Canadian drugs. Such ship-
ments are diffi cult to intercept and it is even more diffi cult to fi nd out where the 
products have been manufactured. 

 There are several aspects of crime, especially as it relates to drugs, which help 
account for why global (as well as national) efforts to counter it are unsuccessful: 
the crimes  “ require limited and readily available resources, ”  they need  “ no particu-
lar expertise to commit, ”  they  “ are easily concealed, ”  they are  “ unlikely to be 
reported to the authorities, ”  and they are  “ those for which the consumer demand 
is substantial, resilient, and not readily substituted for by alternative activities or 
products ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 22). 

 However, it would be wrong to judge global efforts to control drugs, as well as 
other illegal substances and activities, as complete failures. The fact is that while 
drugs continue to fl ow readily throughout the world for the reasons suggested 
above, the US has had considerable success in internationalizing its views, laws, 
procedures, and efforts at enforcement:

  Foreign governments have changed their own laws and enforcement methods and 
signed extradition, mutual legal assistance, and other law enforcement treaties 
demanded by US authorities. Beginning with the US prohibitionist approach to drug 
control during the fi rst decades of the twentieth century, foreign governments have 
followed in the footsteps of the United States, adopting US - style investigative tech-
niques, creating specialized drug enforcement agencies, stationing law enforcement 
representatives abroad, and enacting conspiracy statutes, asset forfeiture laws, and 
checks and bans on drug - related money laundering. Pressures to cooperate in US drug 
traffi cking investigations were largely responsible for instigating changes, beginning 
in the 1970s, in fi nancial secrecy laws to authorize greater assistance to US (and other 
foreign) law enforcement authorities.  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 107)    

 Drugs were not the fi rst form of global crime that the US took the lead in coun-
tering and in infl uencing other nations in the world to work against. Its infl uence 
 “ was readily apparent during the fi rst decades of the century in shaping foreign and 
international approaches to white slavery, during the cold war era with respect to 
export controls on weapons and sophisticated technology, and starting in the mid -
 1980s with respect to the regulation of securities markets (in particular the crimi-
nalization of insider trading) ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 107). 

 Since 9/11, there has been a dramatic erosion of various distinctions in the 
world of crime (and elsewhere) that had existed for decades, if not centuries. For 
example, the distinction between law enforcement and intelligence operations has 
eroded as authorities seek to gain intelligence on potential terrorists in order to 
forestall further terrorist attacks and to catch or kill people defi ned as terrorists. 
Then there is the related fact that border control, especially between the US and 
Mexico, has increasingly become a matter of surveillance along the border, and in 
immigrant communities in the US, in order to better enforce the laws against illegal 
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immigrants. In the process, many immigrants have been defi ned as criminals, 
apprehended, and then returned to Mexico. It is important to note the selectivity 
involved in all of this since far less attention is devoted to surveillance along the 
much longer border with Canada and those who do cross that border illegally 
are much less likely to be defi ned, or apprehended, as criminals. 

 In Europe, a similar, although not as extreme, toughening of border controls 
with, and surveillance of, non - EU states occurred, while within the EU, border 
controls and surveillance were relaxed. Border law enforcement within the EU 
became  “ more domesticated through greater homogenization of criminal justice 
norms and procedures and the regularization of law enforcement contacts and 
information exchange among member states ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann  2006 : 186). 
Of great importance was the formation of Europol which allowed better and 
increased communication and cooperation among national police agencies. 

 The globalization of policing did not occur simply as a consequence of September 
11th, but rather was well underway as a result of a variety of forces before the events 
of 9/11 occurred. However, the globalization of policing did change after 9/11. For 
one thing, we have witnessed an accelerating decline in the distinction between law 
enforcement and security (in the US, the Patriot Act [Uniting and Strengthening 
America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct 
Terrorism Act], signed into law on October 26, 2001, played a key role in this by, 
for example, extending concern to domestic terrorism). For another, the need to 
deal with global issues relating to terrorism has come into confl ict with the desire 
to keep borders open and free in order to facilitate international economic 
transactions. 

 While global crime control has improved in various ways, there are also a variety 
of downsides associated with these efforts. For one thing, there is great fear of 
threats to democracy posed by these efforts. Crime control efforts are not always as 
transparent as they might be and the offi cials involved often need to be more 
accountable. There is great fear of the threats to civil and human rights posed by 
these new policing methods and practices (e.g. laws that are more invasive, more 
intrusive surveillance technologies). 

 For another, there is the collateral damage associated with greater global 
law enforcement efforts by nation - states. Greater border and immigration controls 
have led to more daring and dangerous efforts to cross borders, leading to 
more deaths in the process. The global anti - drug campaign has  “ generated extraor-
dinary levels of crime, violence, corruption, disease, and other ills ”  (Andreas 
and Nadelmann  2006 : 251). Efforts by the US to deal with traffi cking in women 
and children  “ ha[ve] been far more focused on criminalizing the traffi c than helping 
to protect the human rights of those being traffi cked ”  (Andreas and Nadelmann 
 2006 : 251). 

 Finally, the attention and money devoted to international crime and its control 
have tended to distract attention, and to take money away, from efforts to deal with 
a wide range of fundamental issues within nation - states including the welfare of 
large portions of society.  
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  TERRORISM 

 There is a tendency to discuss crime and terrorism as distinct phenomena, but they 
overlap to some degree (Shelley  2006 : 42 – 5). In fact, we have already had some 
things to say about terrorism under the heading of crime. One example, of many, 
is involvement of the Taliban (linked to the terrorist organization, al - Qaeda) in 
Afghanistan in poppy growing and the opium business. More recently, the Taliban 
has gotten involved in the marble business in Afghanistan by demanding (extorting) 
fl at fees and taxes from quarry owners (Zubair and Perlez  2008 : A1, A8). 
Furthermore, both crime and terrorism are global in character and have been aided 
by various aspects of globalization. For example, both the operations of terrorist 
groups like al - Qaeda and the global distribution of opium are aided by modern 
means of global transportation and communication. And the global mass media 
fan the interest in, even hysteria about, these (and many other) problems. However, 
the relationship between terrorism and crime is only one of many involved in trying 
to get a handle on terrorism, as well as its relationship to globalization. 

 Objectively, terrorism can be defi ned as actions that cause  “ deaths, serious bodily 
injuries, and serious damage to public or private property, places, facilities, or other 
systems ”  and are aimed at intimidating citizens, governments, or international 
organizations (Rehman  2007 : 1137). However, terrorism tends to be an idea that 
those in power seek to impose on those who are not in power. Thus, the US (and 
many other nation - states) labels al - Qaeda a terrorist organization, but resists the 
label itself even though it has engaged in actions ( “ state terrorism ” ) that have at 
least some similarities with those of al - Qaeda (e.g. missile strikes from unmanned 
drones in Afghanistan and Pakistan that kill innocent citizens). Similarly, Israel 
labels Hamas and Hezbollah as terrorist organizations, but refuses the label for itself 
even though in the 2006 war against Hezbollah it destroyed much infrastructure 
(and killed many people) in Lebanon that had little or nothing to do with Hezbollah. 
Much the same happened in the late 2008 – early 2009 Israeli incursion into the Gaza 
Strip in an effort to cripple Hamas. 

 A key distinction, alluded to above, is between stateless and state - sponsored ter-
rorism. Both forms involve violence against non - military targets and citizens, but 
the former involves stateless organizations (such as al - Qaeda) while the latter is 
undertaken by the state (such as Israel). Both forms are increasingly global, as wit-
nessed by al - Qaeda ’ s 9/11 attacks on the US and US missile and bombing attacks 
on Iraq at the beginning of the war in 2003 that destroyed non - military targets 
either intentionally or because they involved collateral damage associated with the 
attacks on the main targets. The initial US attack was labeled  “ shock and awe ”  
because it was designed to intimidate  both  the Iraqi government and its citizens. 
And both forms of terrorism are political in that al - Qaeda was attacking, at least in 
part, the American government and its policies, while the US was seeking, and 
achieved,  “ regime change ”  in Iraq. 
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 Terrorism is certainly not new, but there does seem to be something different 
about its most recent and most important manifestations such as al - Qaeda. What 
appears most different about them is their global aspirations and reach. For example, 
a ragtag group of insurgents in Algeria made contact with al - Qaeda and engaged in 
what was in effect a  “ corporate merger ”  leading to an al - Qaeda affi liate,  “ al Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb ”  ( New York Times   2008 : July 1, A1, A12). Certainly earlier 
terrorist organizations (e.g. Irgun and its efforts to oust the British and to foster the 
emergence of an independent Israel) had global aspirations and reach. For example, 
Jewish terrorists sought to bring their grievances to the attention of a global audi-
ence. However, while al - Qaeda achieved its status as today ’ s paradigmatic terrorist 
organization through its attacks on American and Western interests in various 
places throughout the world, the Irgun restricted itself to actions in and around the 
future territory of Israel. Thus, for example, it did not launch attacks in Great 
Britain, but limited itself to attacks in its homeland (most famously the 1946 
bombing of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem which killed and injured a number 
of British soldiers, offi cials, and citizens). 

 Thus, while earlier terrorist groups operated, largely because they had little 
choice, in and around their home territory, today ’ s terrorist groups are much 
freer to launch, and much more interested in launching, attacks far from home 
(indeed, they may not have a  “ home ”  in a conventional sense). Furthermore, 
their attacks often take place in global cities (New York, Washington, London, 
Madrid) and are at least some of the time aimed at highly symbolic, even iconic, 
targets (World Trade Center, London Underground, Madrid trains) which, if 
they are successfully attacked, will guarantee great media attention throughout the 
world. 

 Another distinguishing characteristic of today ’ s terrorist groups is their greatly 
enhanced ability to get their message across, often almost instantaneously, to a 
global audience. Certainly earlier terrorist groups sought to do this, but they had 
far fewer means at their disposal to accomplish it. They could, by their actions, 
garner headlines around the world (e.g. the King David Hotel bombing), but they 
had little or no control over the messages that were communicated to others  –  those 
messages were controlled by the international media. However, while today ’ s ter-
rorist groups welcome the attention of the global media, they also have more direct 
means of getting their message across to large numbers of people throughout the 
world  and  in precisely the way they want it stated and framed. Thus, al - Qaeda uses 
self - produced videotapes that are broadcast over major media outlets and posted 
on their websites to communicate directly with a global audience. The Zapatistas 
in Mexico are known for their use of the Internet to get their message out. Pro al -
 Qaeda and Zapatista bloggers also communicate their messages over the Internet. 
Thus, the more recent terrorist groups are distinguished by their increasingly 
sophisticated use of global communication channels unavailable to earlier terrorist 
organizations, as well as their ability to completely control the content of those 
messages. It is this kind of thing that leads Martin to discuss the  “ new terrorism ”  
(Martin  2007 : 644 – 61). 
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 There are several other characteristics of the new, global age that aid today ’ s 
terrorists. First, global transportation systems make it easier for individual terrorists 
to move around the world in order to plan and carry out terrorist acts (this was 
abundantly clear in the actions and activities of the terrorists both prior to, and 
during, the 9/11 attacks). Second, more porous national borders, and the growing 
inability of nations to control their borders, also make it easier for terrorists to move 
about relatively freely (although greater vigilance in the US and elsewhere appears 
to have thwarted further terrorist attacks, at least as of this writing). Third, 
the reactions against globalization have produced and solidifi ed broad political alli-
ances that are ready audiences for the ideas and actions of terrorist groups. For 
example, there are at least some in much of the Islamic world sympathetic to, or at 
least tolerant of, the ideas and actions of al - Qaeda because of global actions taken 
against them, real and perceived, by the West, especially the US. An even larger 
audience for al - Qaeda, as well as the Zapatistas, is the millions, if not billions, of 
people throughout the world who feel that they have been left out of, or disadvan-
taged by, globalization. Finally, earlier forms of terrorism, especially during the 
heyday of the Soviet Union and its efforts to expand globally, tended to be more 
narrowly ideological (e.g. socialism, communism). Today ’ s terrorism is based on 
broader appeals to ethnicity and/or to a wider set of grievances against the process 
of globalization. 

 The weapons at the disposal of recent terrorist organizations are also a refl ection 
and a part of the global age. The most obvious example is al - Qaeda ’ s use of jetliners 
in the 9/11 attacks. Further, there is the rather ready global fl ow of weapons that can 
be used by terrorists. However, the great fear here is the global fl ow of knowledge 
about chemical and biological weapons, and especially about nuclear technology, 
and the ability of terrorist groups to make use of that knowledge. In terms of the 
latter, a preoccupation in the West is the development and use of a so - called  “ dirty ”  
nuclear bomb by al - Qaeda. Such a bomb would not set off a large nuclear explosion, 
but the radiation from it would cause many deaths and could make large areas of a 
major city uninhabitable for many years. Given our previous discussion of the ease 
with which contraband passes through the world ’ s ports, this is a real concern. 

 As the archetypical contemporary terrorist organization, al - Qaeda has moved in 
several directions that have served to make it even more global (Martin  2007 : 
644 – 61). It is believed to be organized on the basis of largely independent cells 
throughout the world, some of them so - called  “ sleeper cells ”  that have lain dormant 
and undercover for years. It can be seen as being structured as a global secret  “ fran-
chise ”  system (versus McDonald ’ s highly public franchise system). And, new 
branches of the movement seem to be being  “ cloned, ”  especially at the moment as 
a result of American (and NATO) incursions in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 Karin Knorr Cetina ( 2005 : 215) has offered considerable insight into global ter-
rorist organizations by considering them as examples of  “ complex global micro-
structures ”  with four basic characteristics. First, they are, as was mentioned in 
Chapter  1 , and consistent with one of the major orientations of this book,  light . By 
this, Knorr Cetina ( 2005 : 215) means:
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  that mechanisms and structures involved suggest a reversal of the historical trend 
toward formal, rationalized (bureaucratic organizational) structures  …  while micro-
structures are on some level organized or coordinated systems, the coordinating ele-
ments involved are not the kind we associate with formal authority, complex 
hierarchies, rationalized procedure or deep institutional structure.   

 Instead they utilize methods of coordination that are more like those people use on 
a daily basis in face - to - face relationships. Even so, they are able to hold together 
systems and relationships that stretch over great geographic distances. 

 Second, terrorist microstructures are effective even though they do not employ 
the rationalized structures, especially heavy bureaucracies, we usually associate with 
effectiveness in the modern world. They achieve this effectiveness in several ways 
including augmenting and amplifying their effect by using such technologies as 
hijacked airplanes and the media (especially the Internet), by  “ outsourcing ”  support 
functions and keeping them distinct from the internal structure, and by keeping 
regulations to a minimum in order to maximize adaptability to large developments. 
They rely on both a cellular structure as well as linkages built on diaspora (in this 
case, the Arab diaspora; see Chapter  8 ). 

 Third, while complex global microstructures are networks through which various 
things, especially people, fl ow, there is more to them than that, including, in al -
 Qaeda ’ s case, its  “ Islamist religious representations, its family structure and its 
self - reproducing mechanism ”  (Knorr Cetina  2005 : 216). Thus, it is not just rela-
tional connectivity that holds these microstructures together; they are far richer and 
more textured than that. 

 Finally, such microstructures are not only organizationally, but also temporally, 
complex. The key point here is that organizations increase in complexity when they 
exist both spatially and temporally (Harvey  1989 ; Giddens  1990 ). That is, they not 
only have a spatial existence (although, by design, it is hard to pin down exactly 
where al - Qaeda is physically), but they have succeeded in continuing to exist over 
time, and the combination of the two forms of existence, spatial and temporal, gives 
them greater complexity. It is the global stream of developments over time stem-
ming from al - Qaeda (e.g. terrorist attacks, threats via the media, periodic videotapes 
featuring Osama bin Laden, etc.) that has made it more successful than terrorist 
groups that are more locked into a given local or national context and have failed 
to maintain an existence over time. Also important in holding the widely dispersed 
members of al - Qaeda together from a temporal point of view is a close linkage 
between the situation the group faces at the moment and the past as it exists in 
 “ collective memory ”  (Halbwachs  1992 ). Al - Qaeda is also held together by a belief 
in a future desired state such as a successful jihad or achieving personal paradise. 
These perspectives and beliefs help to account for the patience and persistence of 
al - Qaeda and the long - term planning that must go into some of their terrorist 
activities. 

 More threatening than this unusual network of people is the transformation of 
al - Qaeda into more of an ideology ( “ Qaedaism ” ) than a cellular organization of 
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people. What is ominous about this, at least from the point of view of the West 
(and promising from the perspective of al - Qaeda), is that ideas fl ow around the 
world far more easily than people and it is nearly impossible to set up effective 
barriers to the fl ow of ideas. If large numbers of people can be converted to 
Qaedaism simply by the dissemination, and power, of its ideas, then it has great 
possibilities to expand and become an even more important global force in the 
future. 

 Of course, the fact that contemporary terrorism is much more globalized means 
that the efforts to respond to, and deal with, it must also be increasingly global. 
Hence, the US has, for example, undertaken, on its own and in conjunction with 
other nation - states, overt and covert steps around the world to combat terrorism. 
American actions in Iraq and Afghanistan are well known, but the US has also 
engaged in actions elsewhere such as launching air attacks in Somalia against sus-
pected al - Qaeda hideouts and centers. This was made possible by the defeat, at least 
for the moment, of the Islamists in Somalia largely because of the 2006 intervention 
of the Christian - dominated Ethiopian army with the support and encouragement 
of the US. (However, the Ethiopian army has now withdrawn from Somalia and 
the Islamists are once again on the ascendancy.) 

 There have also been more multilateral efforts to cope with terrorism such as 
internationally binding agreements on preventing and dealing with offenses on 
airplanes, the hijacking of airplanes, and airport violence. There have been agree-
ments to deal with terrorism at sea and terrorist acts committed against platforms 
at sea, especially oil platforms. Among the other agreements are those that deal with 
hostage - taking and nuclear terrorism. There have also been a number of more 
regional agreements on terrorism. However, there is as yet no comprehensive, 
universal treaty that deals with all forms and aspects of terrorism (Rehman  2007 : 
1139). 

 Both terrorism and the reactions against it raise issues of  human rights  which 
involve  “ entitlements of individuals to life, security, and well - being ”  (Turner  2007 : 
591). Clearly, by their actions, terrorists deprive people of their human rights, in 
some cases their lives. However, the actions against terrorism, especially the US 
 “ war on terrorism, ”  have led to many complaints that the war is violating people ’ s 
human rights in various ways, including causing their deaths (e.g. bombings in 
Afghanistan), the incarceration of many suspected terrorists in camps (now in the 
process of being closed) like those in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for many years 
without any due process, the use of torture (e.g.  “ waterboarding ” ) in an effort to 
extract confessions from accused terrorists at the Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad 
(and elsewhere) (Otterman  2007 ), and so on. 

 On the one hand it is clear that the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center 
deprived many victims and their families of their human rights and in a particularly 
deadly and gruesome way. While we must not lose sight of that, much of the atten-
tion in recent years has been focused on human rights abuses related to the war on 
terror. There is, for example, the case of an Afghan, Abdul Razzaq Hekmati, who 
was held in Guantanamo Bay for fi ve years before he died in early 2008 from cancer 
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(Gall and Worthington  2008 : A1ff.). In Afghanistan he had been regarded as a 
war hero for resisting the Russian invasion in the 1980s; in 1999 he had organized 
a jail break for three opponents of the Taliban then in power in Afghanistan. 
Nonetheless, he was apprehended in Afghanistan and transferred to Guantanamo 
Bay because he was suspected of being a Taliban commander. He did have a tribunal 
in 2004, but it was highly limited and deeply fl awed (much of the evidence against 
him came from unidentifi ed witnesses; those in Afghanistan who could have vouched 
for him were not called as witnesses; Hekmati was not represented by a lawyer). 

 More generally, there is the danger that terrorism leads nation - states to reactions 
that threaten their very legitimacy. For example, the US has jeopardized not only 
its objective in the  “ war on terror ”  (which is not a  “ true ”  war), but its overall legiti-
macy by, for example,  “ its lawless behavior at its penal colonies ”  (e.g. Guantanamo 
Bay) (Bobbitt  2008 : 17). More generally, there is the danger, perhaps already the 
reality, that nation - states employ tactics  “ that are indistinguishable from those of 
terrorists ”  (Bobbitt  2008 : 45). As a result, at least in part, of such behavior, the US 
government has weakened its ability to convince American (and, even more, global) 
public opinion of the justness of its cause and this, in turn, has adversely affected 
its ability to pursue legal objectives.  

  WAR 

 In spite of its great importance, war has not received a great deal of attention in 
globalization studies (Barkawi  2004 : 155 – 70; 2007). However, it clearly deserves 
more attention and not only because of its great social and political importance. It 
is also a realm that well illustrates the basic ideas about globalization that orient 
this book. While it seems like a dysfunctional way to make such linkages, there is 
a long line of work in the social sciences that analyzes the functions of social confl ict 
(Simmel  1908/1955 ; Coser  1956 ), including warfare. 

 It is increasingly diffi cult to fi nd examples of warfare that are unaffected by 
globalization. Even the most local of wars shows the impact and effect of global 
processes. This can be seen in all of the types of processes we have associated with 
globalization. The numerous  relations  that exist among the different regions of the 
world mean that a war in one is likely to involve others. For example, the 1991 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraq led to a coalition of armed forces led by the US that 
pushed the Iraqi army back across its borders and liberated Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. Many of the countries involved in the military coalition were involved 
in relations with Kuwait because it is a major oil - producer. The Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait was seen by them as not only a threat to relations with Kuwait, but with all 
other oil - producing nations in the region. This, of course, is intimately related to 
the global  fl ow  of oil. The developed nations, and even almost all less developed 
nations, are highly dependent on a steady fl ow of oil. The invasion of Iraq in 1991 
demonstrated once again that many nations, especially the US which is most 
dependent on that oil, are willing to go to war to keep the oil fl owing. Flows of arms 
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(Chivers  2008 : A5) and material, to say nothing of troops, were also necessary to 
conduct the war. 

 People are involved in various  networks  and some of those networks (e.g. among 
those involved in the oil business) were disrupted by the invasion of Kuwait. 
Furthermore, existing networks were revived and new ones created in order to 
mount opposition to the Iraqi invasion. Propaganda networks around the world 
were ramped up to create and solidify opposition to that invasion. Intelligence and 
military networks were also revived, or created anew, in order to make the ultimate 
invasion possible. 

 And, of course, what all of this demonstrates is that more and more social struc-
tures and social institutions are  interconnected  on a global basis. Various govern-
ments and government agencies needed to be interconnected in order to mount 
the invasion of Iraq. And that invasion reverberated throughout various social 
institutions in many of the world ’ s nation - states. For example, it became the focal 
concern of the global media. Even families in many parts of the world were affected 
as sons and daughters, fathers and mothers went off to war. 

 Overall, is it possible to determine whether globalization makes war less or more 
likely? There are those who argue that the increasing economic bonds that accom-
pany globalization are likely to mean a reduction in the likelihood of war (Friedman 
 2005 ; Schneider  2007 : 630 – 43). That is, nation - states are unlikely to sacrifi ce valu-
able economic relationships by going to war with one another. On the other hand, 
the economic gains of war may seem so great that nations may be more likely to 
engage in warfare, no matter what the consequences for their relationships with 
other nation - states. Then there is the huge global market for, and fl ow of, weapons 
of all sorts, new and used. Such a huge market serves to make such weapons increas-
ingly inexpensive and they can be acquired easily and quickly. 

 Another factor making war more likely in the age of globalization is time and 
space compression, both of which make it easier to engage in warfare with other 
countries. Militaries can be mobilized rapidly (the Israeli military is a model in this 
regard) and they can be moved across great distances more quickly and easily (as 
in the case of the coalition of military forces involved in the fi rst war against Iraq 
following its invasion of Kuwait). Furthermore, new global technologies make it 
possible to wage wars thousands of miles away without ever leaving home. An 
example is the employment in Afghanistan of those drones equipped with missiles 
that are controlled remotely by military technicians in the US using computers and 
video monitors. Overall, the best we can do is to say that globalization has an 
ambiguous relationship with the likelihood of international warfare. 

 What we can say unambiguously is that in various ways globalization is changing, 
and will continue to change, the nature of warfare. To take one example, the decline 
of the nation - state and the increasing importance of state - less societies are causing 
the US to rethink its basic doctrines about warfare. Instead of traditional combat 
operations such as ground operations with major armies facing off against one 
another, some within the American military are arguing for the need to engage, 
instead, in long - lasting stability operations. In fact, that is what the US military is 
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doing in Iraq and Afghanistan. With the increasing number of fragile, weak, or even 
state - less societies, the view is emerging that a major task for the military in the 
future will be nation - building rather than war - making (Scott Tyson  2008 : A16). 

  Global Military Structures 

 Many international military organizations and alliances have been formed over the 
centuries, but the most important and most global of such organizations, at least 
until the end of the Cold War, was the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
NATO was formed in 1949 as a reaction against the growing threat of the Soviet 
Union and its allies (Barnhart  2007 : 166 – 8). In response, the latter formed the 
Warsaw Pact in 1955. While the Warsaw Pact lasted only until 1991, NATO con-
tinues to exist. There are currently 26 nations in NATO, mostly in Western Europe, 
but also including Canada and the US. (NATO has been dominated by the US since 
its inception.) A number of former Soviet - bloc nations have joined NATO in recent 
years and Albania, Croatia and Macedonia have been invited to join (although there 
is resistance to at least some of them within NATO). 

 NATO was engaged in military operations in Kosovo in 1999 and since 2006 has 
been fi ghting in Afghanistan against the Taliban (and al - Qaeda). It currently has a 
force of about 120,000 troops in Afghanistan (by far the largest contingent is from 
the US; the US also has a large and growing number of additional troops there 
under its own command; overall, over 100,000 US troops were in Afghanistan in 
late 2010). Nevertheless, those troops seem bogged down in a long - term war and 
the Taliban seem to be growing stronger. Further, there are internal divisions within 
NATO with accusations that some national contingents are not fi ghting as aggres-
sively as was hoped. There is also a feeling among some that various nations have 
not done their share in terms of contributing troops to the mission. For example, 
Canada has about 2,500 soldiers in Afghanistan, but it threatened to pull them out 
unless other NATO members sent additional troops to help in the fi ghting in the 
south of the country where they were located (Myers and Shanker  2008 : A6). A US 
Undersecretary of State commented,  “ We face a crisis in Afghanistan that is extraord-
inarily diffi cult for our country and for the NATO alliance.  …  For NATO it may be 
an existential crisis ”  (quoted in Myers and Shanker  2008 : A6). The controversial 
plans to expand NATO again by bringing in more former Soviet - bloc nations are 
also creating problems. According to one student of NATO, the expansion is  “ a 
train that ’ s going forward on its own momentum.  …  In the meantime  …  the wheels 
are falling off  ”  (quoted in Myers and Shanker  2008 : A6).  

  Technology 

 One of the things that makes war today increasingly likely to be global is the exist-
ence of advanced information and communications technologies (ICTs) such as 
computers and satellites. Of course, it is the developed countries, especially the US, 
that are likely to have the ability to afford, to have access to, and to use, these 
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technologies. But, even the least developed countries are implicated in this, at least 
in the sense that the technologies are likely to be used against them. Thus, the US 
uses its satellites to keep track of developments in some of the world ’ s least devel-
oped countries (Afghanistan, Somalia), as well as to guide the use of military tech-
nology (e.g. drones) in them. 

 It is important to remember that technologies do not act of their own accord. 
People and social organizations are needed to bring such technologies into exist-
ence, to decide how they are to be used, and then to use them in that way.  

  Information War 

 The new, advanced technologies have made possible both traditional warfare and 
the more recent  “ information war ”  (Tumber and Webster  2007 : 396 – 413). This 
new information - technology is deeply implicated in the new advanced weaponry 
employed in contemporary wars. For example, the  “ smart missiles ”  employed by 
the US in the second Iraq war required advanced information technology so that 
they could be targeted to hit very minute and precise targets with a high degree of 
accuracy (although, these weapons, like virtually all weapons, were not immune 
from missing their targets and causing collateral damage). Not only do these 
weapons depend on advanced information technologies, but so do many other 
aspects of contemporary warfare such as surveillance (by satellites, airplanes, drones, 
and so on), as well as the  “ command and control ”  needed to run a modern military 
operation. 

 We are moving from a world dominated by  heavy   “ industrial war ”  (e.g. that 
waged during WW II) to one that is best seen as dominated by  light   “ information 
war. ”   Industrial war  generally involved sovereign nation - states, and the homeland 
deeply supported it; it was fought over territory, it involved the mobilization of a 
large portion of the population and led to mass casualties, it was largely symmetrical 
in that massed armies confronted one another, it witnessed the media harnessed in 
support of the war effort, and it provided the media with only a very limited view 

of what was taking place on the battlefi eld. 
 In contrast,  information war  involves infor-

mation permeating all aspects of war; it involves 
all sorts of new technologies (digital soldiers, 
drones, computer - driven weapons, etc.); it is 
massively asymmetrical in that only the most 

advanced nations, especially the US, have access to these technologies; it involves 
relatively small numbers of troops (many of whom are better thought of as  “ know-
ledge warriors ” ); it is less oriented to gaining territory; it involves only a small 
portion of the population; and it is likely to be a war of short duration.    

 Modern global warfare also increasingly involves a battle over information 
among and between various representatives of the media in the nation - states 
involved. Most generally, there is the battle among media giants to be the fi rst to 
announce, and even show, an important event. For example, in the Middle East 

    Information war : Information and 
information technology increasingly 
permeating warfare in developed 
countries. 
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there is a rivalry between Western media giants and Arab competitors. Thus, when 
Saddam Hussein was hanged at the end of 2006, there was great competition to see 
who would be the fi rst to announce, and show, the hanging (the Arab media com-
panies won this one). 

 In addition, the combatants involved in war seek to use these media outlets to 
get their messages across and to further their interests. Thus, these media outlets 
are dominated by the  “ talking heads ”  representing the various interests involved. 
Increasingly, this war over the ability to infl uence global public opinion is a very 
important, even integral, part of the war itself. If public opinion in a given country 
turns against a particular war (as it did in the US in the case of the second war in 
Iraq), it is very diffi cult for that country to continue the war (but not impossible, 
as again is illustrated by the second Iraq war and America ’ s continued involvement 
in spite of public opinion strongly against the war), at least for very long. Thus, the 
national and international competition among the media, and among the various 
spokespeople who appear on these media, is an integral, even often decisive, aspect 
of modern global warfare. 

 Then there is the fact that reporters from a large number of global media descend 
on a war zone to report on it. Thus, lots of reports are fi led and many of them are 
in confl ict with one another. These reports may refl ect differences among reporters 
in experience and access, but they may also refl ect differences in the ideological and 
political orientations of the specifi c media that they represent. 

 The military seeks to affect the information war in various ways. It issues news 
releases and holds press conferences designed to give reporters, and indirectly the 
global public, the information and perspective of that military and its government. 
The military also employs its own public relations offi cers to get its messages across 
more directly. And the military seeks to control what the reporters get to see. For 
example, in the war in Iraq only a select few reporters were allowed by the military 
to be  “ embedded ”  with the troops and therefore were the only ones who had direct 
knowledge of front - line battles (of course, even their view of those battles was 
restricted and what they saw was limited to a small number of those battles). Other 
reporters had to rely on the reports of those embedded in writing their own stories. 

 A major development from the point of view of the globalization of war (and 
much else) is the Internet and the coming of age of bloggers who are able to dis-
seminate their own perspectives directly to large numbers of people throughout the 
world. Thus even though the global media giants are more powerful than ever, there 
is at the same time increased democratization of media communication, with the 
result that many more voices are heard, and perspectives available, to global con-
sumers of information than ever before. Thus, early in the assault on Iraq in 2003, 
the so - called  “ Baghdad blogger ”  was disseminating information from the scene that 
was at times at odds with the views from the mass media outlets. 

 Similarly, the downloading of photos of the abuses of Iraqi prisoners at the Abu 
Ghraib prison camp led to a global uproar over the behavior of the American mili-
tary. These abuses had not been reported by the major media and they probably 
did not have access to such information, let alone photographic evidence of it. This 
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is another demonstration of the democratization of information dissemination in 
the age of the Internet. There are also now many Indymedia websites on the Internet 
that are systematically posting a wide range of information and perspectives on 
military and other matters. 

 Also of note here is the fact that because of the increasing sophistication of the 
global media, people around the globe are able to listen to and actually see war -
 related events in real time. Thus, they are able to form their own views on these 
events more directly, less shaped by the views of media representatives and spokes-
people for various perspectives. 

 What all of the above indicates is an increasing profusion of global sources of 
information on war (and much else) and, as a result, it is increasingly diffi cult for 
any one nation or military to control that information. That means that the infor-
mation will be carried on many fronts at the same time and that there is likely to 
be no single or clear winner in these media battles. While this means less ability on 
anyone ’ s part to control media messages, it also means that the profusion of differ-
ent messages is likely to lead to much greater ambiguity, ambivalence, and confu-
sion in the minds of the public. This might make it more diffi cult for a given nation 
to undertake a war or carry one out for any lengthy period of time. This is compli-
cated by a virtual  “ blizzard ”  of information that overwhelms even the most attentive 
students of world affairs. 

 Often used in this context is Joseph Nye ’ s  (2005)  distinction between  “ soft ”  and 
 “ hard ”  war. The information war is usually seen as soft (that is,  “ hard ”  military 
technology is  not  employed), whereas an actual military engagement is seen as hard 
(involving the use of such  “ hard ”  technologies). However, because military hard-
ware is increasingly dependent on information technology, it is more and more 
diffi cult to make such a clear distinction. Hard military war is increasingly infl u-
enced by various media (employing soft technologies) that are more important in 
deciding whether a war begins and even the outcome of a war. 

 Overall, the public are less personally involved, less personally touched, by infor-
mation war than they were by industrial war. For example, far fewer fi ght (compare 
the millions of troops involved in WW II to the hundreds of thousands involved 
in the Iraq war) and there are fewer casualties and therefore fewer families are 
personally touched by war. Less directly involved and affected, the population, 
especially of the developed nations waging the war (often in distant lands), is much 
more dependent on second - hand, media - based, rather than personal (e.g. letters 
from loved ones at the front), information for learning about what is taking place.  

  Cyber - War 

 The increasing importance of computers and the Internet has had, as we have seen 
in various places in this book, many implications for globalization. One of the 
potentially most important and devastating is the possibility of cyber - war. Indeed, 
this is not just a possibility, but has already occurred, most notably in the case of 
Estonia in mid - 2007 (Landler and Markoff  2007 : A1, C7). 
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 The  “ war ”  began when the Estonians began dismantling a statue of a WW II 
Russian soldier in a park in the city of Tallinn. Street protests, perhaps violent ones, 
were expected, but so were actions to disrupt the Internet in Estonia. The Internet 
is particularly important in Estonia today with people using it for many things 
including voting, paying their taxes, shopping, and paying for parking. The disman-
tling of the statue did indeed lead to what some have described as the  “ fi rst war in 
cyberspace ”  as a fl ood of data overwhelmed the Internet in Estonia. It is believed 
that the fl ood stemmed from, or was at least instigated by, people in Russia or ethnic 
Russians in Estonia who were upset by this affront to them (however, there is not 
only no proof of this, but apparently no way to prove it, given the murkiness of 
sources on the Internet). Whatever the sources, computers around the world 
(perhaps as many as a million) were infi ltrated with  “ bots ”  and became unwitting 
contributors ( “ zombies ” ) to the assault. The Russian government denied involve-
ment, but the war against Estonia ’ s Internet system was probably orchestrated from 
somewhere and by some entity. More important from the point of view of global-
ization, it eventually probably emanated from virtually everywhere in the globe. 

 The fl ood of data (thousands of times the normal fl ow) almost shut down the 
Internet in Estonia and this in spite of advance preparations in anticipation of such 
an assault. The technique used in the attack is known as  “ denial of service ”  since it 
denies service to users by clogging not only servers, but also routers that direct 
traffi c on the Web. It is the combination of the use of large amounts of data with 
the use of large numbers of machines that defi nes a denial - of - service attack and is 
so dangerous to the Internet. Among those most affected in Estonia were the web-
sites of the president, prime minister, Parliament, other government agencies, the 
nation ’ s largest bank, and several newspapers. Among other things, members of 
Parliament were without e - mail for four days and traveling businesspeople could 
not access their bank accounts. Estonia ’ s defense minister saw it as a threat to 
national security analogous to shutting down a nation ’ s ports. Among the devices 
used were masses of junk e - mail, hacking into websites, and making false postings 
on websites. 

 There are currently not only national efforts to fi gure out how to respond to 
such attacks, but also a kind of  “ arms race ”  involving China, Russia, and the US, 
all of which are seeking to develop more powerful  “ information - warfare programs. ”  
This raises the possibility of far more devastating attacks than those on Estonia, but 
for the moment the attacks seem less nation - based and more organized by  “ hacktiv-
ists ”  motivated by a specifi c cause, like the dismantling of the statue of the Russian 
soldier.   

  THE IMPACT OF NEGATIVE GLOBAL FLOWS 
ON INDIVIDUALS 

 All of the negative fl ows discussed above, indeed all of the analyses offered through-
out virtually this entire book, deal in general and abstract terms with large - scale 
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aspects of globalization. This is to a large degree because globalization itself is large 
in scale, general, and abstract (although an effort has been made throughout this 
book to concretize it). However, it is also the case that globalization in general, as 
well as the various negative fl ows discussed in this chapter, has a wide range of very 
profound effects on individuals (Lemert and Elliott  2006 ). 

 Clearly, each of the major negative fl ows discussed above has profoundly adverse 
effects on individuals: people are victimized, even killed, as a result of global crime; 
citizens pay the costs resulting from corruption on a global level; innocent people, 
like those in the Twin Towers, in the subway systems in London and Madrid, and 
in Bali, Indonesia are the victims, often the intended victims, of terrorists; and it is 
certainly the case that large numbers of innocent civilians die, and have their lives 
destroyed, by war. 

 We can also look at this in another way by thinking about the individual implica-
tions of the various insecurities iterated by the United Nations Development Report: 
fi nancial volatility and economic insecurity, job and income insecurity, health 
insecurity, cultural insecurity, personal insecurity, environmental insecurity, and 
political and community insecurity. While all of these insecurities exist globally, 
nationally, and in other large - scale collectivities of one kind or another, they are 
also certainly manifest at the individual level. Individuals suffer in global economic 
crises; in global wars; and from fear of such things as contracting AIDS, hostile 
neighbors, identity theft, the effects of global warming, and being caught up in the 
turmoil associated with a failed or failing state. 

 Along these lines, one recent book (Lemert and Elliott  2006 ) has gone so far as 
to argue that globalization is toxic to individuals and their emotional lives. The 
authors see a variety of personal problems resulting from globalization such as 
hyperindividualism, privatization, and the decreasing solidity and durability of 
personal identity (although they recognize that globalization also brings with it the 
possibility of more open and fl exible selves). Overall, they conclude that people are 
being emotionally damaged (Walker  2008 ) by the new  “ globalized individualism ”  
and by globalization in general, at least its negative aspects.  

  CHAPTER SUMMARY 

 This chapter analyzes negative global fl ows and processes such as dangerous imports, 
cross - border crime, terrorism, and war. With globalization, such fl ows can move 
across borders with ease and at great speed. Negative globalization comprises not 
only fl ows and processes, but also structures. Negative fl ows also induce global 
counter - reactions. 

 Global value chains involve the importation of both products and product 
ingredients. The length and multiplicity of these chains leave them vulnerable 
to the spread of contaminants along their entire length and breadth. Further, 
the complexity of the chain often makes it diffi cult to locate the source of 
contamination. 
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 The magnitude and volume of cross - border crime has increased with globaliza-
tion. Correspondingly, global attention to this fl ow has also increased. Cross - border 
crime involves fl ows of drugs, money, victims, perpetrators, as well as illegal com-
modities, through physical as well as virtual (Internet - based) channels. The decline 
in the regulatory powers of the nation - state translates into an increasing inability 
to check such fl ows. However, the adoption of the latest technologies, as well as 
sophisticated organizational methods based on legitimate businesses models, is 
helping to improve the ability to deal with global crime. 

 Despite its decline, the nation - state retains the power to defi ne global forms of 
deviance and crime (for instance the categorization of marijuana as illegal and 
harmful in the US and Europe). In the era of globalization, the nation - states of 
Western Europe and the US disseminated their sense of morality and norms of 
behavior to the rest of the world. 

 The growth of global crime has led to a selective tightening of border controls 
in the US and Europe. However, more stringent measures of global crime control 
have given rise to concerns about the violation of human rights as well as the threats 
posed to democracy. Such problems increase as the line between legal and illegal 
commodities becomes increasingly blurred and as global fl ows of both are increas-
ingly intertwined. 

 The transmission of diseases across borders is not a novel phenomenon. However, 
it has become much more common in recent years. The spread of such diseases 
indicates the diffi culty involved in checking the fl ow of disease - causing pathogens 
across borders. This global spread is particularly infl uenced by the increasing mobil-
ity of people. For instance, AIDS travels from one region to the other through 
human vectors. The situation calls for an appropriately global response. It is often 
the most vulnerable populations that bear the burden of such diseases, for instance 
the high incidence of AIDS cases in regions across Africa. This segment of the global 
population is also least likely to have access to the expensive health care required 
to combat such diseases. Globalization also contributes to the spread of diseases in 
other ways. For instance, global warming has resulted in the spread of tropical 
diseases to what is now a much warmer Europe. 

 Crime and terrorism are closely related, often through fi nancial linkages. 
Terrorism is defi ned as actions that cause  “ deaths, serious bodily injuries, and 
serious damage to public or private property, places, facilities, or other systems ”  
and are aimed at intimidating citizens, governments, or international organizations. 
There is a need to distinguish stateless terrorism (undertaken by stateless 
organizations such as al - Qaeda) from state - sponsored terrorism. Terrorist activities 
are expanding in terms of their global aspirations and reach. Terrorist groups 
are no longer restricted to their home territory and can strike anywhere 
in the world. They also have access to sophisticated technology that enables 
them to transmit their messages to a global audience. As a result, the counter -
 reaction to terrorism is also increasingly global. However, in launching such an 
offensive, nation - states often resort to tactics that resemble those of the terrorists 
they seek to combat. 



Negative Global Flows and Processes256

 Warfare is increasingly infl uenced by globalization. Global interconnectedness 
implies that a war in a region is no longer an isolated phenomenon and will 
involve other regions, often quite distant, directly or indirectly. In fact, this inter-
connectedness is interpreted by some as an indication that the incidence of war 
might decline with globalization. However, the economic gains of war and easy 
access to weapons in the global era might actually lead to an increase in warfare. 
Further, advanced technologies make a new form of warfare, information war, pos-
sible. This involves information permeating all aspects of war. There is also an 
increasing profusion of global sources of information on war, particularly through 
the Internet.   

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

      1.   Discuss the role of structures in perpetuating negative globalization.   

   2.   What actions can be taken by nation - states to deal with dangerous imports?   

   3.   What actions can be taken globally to deal with borderless diseases?   

   4.   Examine the global fl ows of crime. What is the role of the nation - state and inter-
national agencies in dealing with such fl ows?   

   5.   Discuss the concepts of  “ stateless terrorism ”  and  “ state - sponsored terrorism. ”  What 
is the relationship between these two types of terrorism in the context of 
globalization?   

   6.   Examine the impact of global media fl ows on warfare in the current global age.   

   7.   Compare  “ heavy ”  industrial and  “ light ”  information war.    

  NOTE 

  1      www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/en/ .   
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 The relationship between inequality and globalization is, needless to say, of 
great importance in the world today. We will discuss three aspects of this 
relationship in this chapter: inequality (especially economic inequality) 

among societies throughout the world (Sernau  2006 ); inequality based on race and 
ethnicity, and gender; as well as the ways in which inequality relates to rural – urban 
differences.  

  GLOBAL INEQUALITY 

 Even a casual examination of global realities makes it clear that inequalities among 
and between areas of the world (especially North and South) exist and are extraord-
inarily dramatic and disturbing. Most of those in the North are quite aware of both 
their absolute affl uence as well as how it compares to the poverty of those in the 
South (there are, of course, poor people in the North; that is, there is inequality 
within the North). The evening newscasts showing hunger in places like Darfur, 
with the heart - wrenching sight of starving children with distended bellies, are a 
constant reminder of the differences between the two areas of the world. This is 
especially jarring when it is juxtaposed with TV features on overeating in the North 
and pictures of increasingly obese Americans or Europeans. Most of the people 
in the South (there are, of course, wealthy areas and certainly many well - off 
people in the South; there is inequality in the South, too) are also abundantly aware 
of both their absolute poverty as well as how much less well - off they are than those 
in the North. 

   “ The Bottom Billion ”  

 The most common way of looking at economic inequality in the world is to focus 
on the differences between the North and the South, core and periphery, or between 
the developed and less developed areas of the world. However, Paul Collier ( 2007, 
forthcoming ) argues that in making that gross distinction we ignore the poorest 
people in the world, what he calls  “ the bottom billion. ”  

 The vast majority (70 percent) of the people in the bottom billion, as well as the 
countries in which they live, are in Africa. Among the other countries that contain 
large numbers of the bottom billion are Haiti, Bolivia, Laos, North Korea, and 
Yemen. Wherever they live, the bottom billion have incomes of only about a fi fth 
of those in other developing countries and their situation will only grow worse 
unless there are dramatic changes in the near future. They also have many other 
serious problems such as low life expectancy (about 50 years whereas the average is 
67 in other developing nations) and high infant mortality (14 percent of the chil-
dren of the bottom billion die before their fi fth birthday versus 4 percent in other 
developing countries), and they are more likely to show symptoms of malnutrition 
(36 percent as opposed to 20 percent in other developing countries). Perhaps of 
greatest importance is the fact that their situation has grown worse in recent years 
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and they have fallen further behind those in not only the developed countries but 
the other less developed countries, as well.  

  Migration 

 One of the consequences of inequality is migration, usually from the South to the 
North. That is, those who can will generally try to move from poor areas to more 
affl uent areas (see Chapter  8 ). However, the irony of this is that extreme poverty, 
such as that experienced by the bottom billion, makes it much more diffi cult for 
those who suffer from it to migrate to the North. They are likely to be so poor that 
they lack the physical strength, and even the meager resources, needed to move. 
They also live in countries that lack the basic infrastructure  –  roads, trains, ships  –  
that would allow them to move to the North. 

 However, those in the bottom billion (and many others) are often forced to fl ee 
their homeland, to migrate to another country (as in the recent case of Zimbabweans 
fl eeing their country for South Africa). Much of that migration is  not  North - to -
 South, but rather South - to - South, migration. 

  South - to - South migration  typically involves 
the movement from poorer Southern countries 
to slightly, or somewhat, better - off Southern 
countries. More generally, it involves movement 
from any less developed country to any more 

developed country (i.e. the countries involved need not literally be in the South) 
(DeParle  2007 : A1, A16). South - to - South migration describes, for example, the 
movement from the very poor nation of Haiti (now far worse off as a result of 
the devastating 2010 earthquake) to the slightly more affl uent country of the 
Dominican Republic (with which Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola). Migrants 
from Haiti are drawn to the Dominican Republic by the fact the average income 
there is six times that in Haiti ($2,850 compared to $480  –  and the latter was before 
the earthquake). However, once they are in the Dominican Republic, Haitian 
migrants are almost always poorly paid compared to natives, often abused, and 
frequently deported back (many originally crossed the border illegally) to their 
home country. 

        Similar South - to - South migration occurs between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
Paraguay and Argentina, Nepal and India, Indonesia and Malaysia, Burkina Faso 
and Ivory Coast, and others. Workers who participate in this migration are involved 
in construction, harvesting crops, digging mines, cleaning homes, and tending 
fi elds. 

 The World Bank estimates that there are 74 million South - to - South migrants 
(there are an estimated 82 million South - to - North migrants). Of course, as with all 
migration, remittances (see Chapter  8 ) are important. While remittances are often 
hard to measure accurately, especially in the case of South - to - South migration, they 
are estimated to be somewhere in the range of $18 to $55 billion a year for those 
involved in that type of migration. 

 South - to - South migration : Movement of 
people from poorer Southern countries to 
somewhat better - off Southern countries.
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 With Northern countries exerting tighter control over their borders, we are likely 
to see more South - to - South migration in the future. Furthermore, those who move 
South - to - South are apt to be different from South - to - North migrants (poorer, more 
rural, etc.). The two forms of migration are related in the sense that, for example, 
those who are involved in the South - to - North migration (e.g. Dominicans who 
move to the US) open up jobs for those involved in the South - to - South migration 
(e.g. Haitians migrating to the Dominican Republic). 

 There are various reasons why people move South - to - South, including push 
factors such as war and political crises at home, and pull factors such as the availabil-
ity of work with higher pay in the destination country. Some migrate only 
seasonally, while others stay in their new country for long periods of time. Some 
illegals are welcomed, while others might be deported, perhaps on a mass basis. 
Some are treated well, or at least tolerated, while others are abused and perhaps 
even killed. One Haitian migrant in the Dominican Republic (which feels  “ over-
whelmed by the number of Haitian migrants ” ), who was heading home, said:  “ I got 
desperate and went to the Dominican Republic  …  I ’ m not going back again ”  
(quoted in DeParle  2007 : A16).  

  E - Waste and Inequality 

 Another dimension of inequality in this realm involves e - waste, or electronic waste 
(e.g. old computers), which is laced with all sorts of hazardous and toxic materials 
(see also Chapter  9 ). In spite of the 1992 Basel Convention designed to regulate 
the traffi c in hazardous waste and to bar its shipment from developed to less devel-
oped countries, such shipments continue to occur even though they are illegal (three 
countries  –  Haiti, Afghanistan, and the US  –  have yet to ratify the treaty). The reason 
is that developed countries much prefer to ship the hazardous material out of their 
domains and away from their populations. Further, it is much cheaper to have 
e - waste processed in less developed countries than in developed ones (in one esti-
mate the cost is $2,500 per ton in developed countries versus as little as $3 per ton 
in less developed countries). The hazardous work involved in extracting useful parts 
and metals from old computer technology provides income for large numbers in 
the less developed world (Drori  2006 ). However, the income is very low and those 
who do such work are likely to become ill, at least in the long run, from exposure 
to dangerous elements and components. The income earned will do little to improve 
the economic situation in the less developed world and the negative health effects 
will only increase the gap between rich and poor countries, at least in terms of health.  

  Global Digital Divide 

 One of the most important contemporary consequences  and  causes of global ine-
quality is the global digital divide. On the one hand, those in poor countries are 
often not able to afford  –  and even do not have the electricity needed to run  –  com-
puters to give them Internet access. On the other hand, the lack of advanced 
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technology, especially when it is so abundant in the North, means that the South 
continues to fall further behind the North economically; that global inequality is 
increasing. 

 There is great inequality in the world in terms of access to (people ’ s ability to get 
their hands on the technology), and use of (once people gain access, their ability to 
operate the technology), the Internet, as well as, of course, computers, to say nothing 
of other digital technologies. Most computers are in the developed countries; the 
less developed countries have relatively few computers and the gap is not narrowing 
appreciably. As a result, the number of online users in the South is negligible. In 
addition, the vast majority of Internet hosts are in the North and, once again, there 
is little representation of such hosts in less developed countries. 

 The main barriers to global equality in Internet access and use are the lack of 
infrastructure within less developed countries and the low incomes in those areas, 
which make digital technologies, and therefore access to the Internet, prohibitively 
expensive for most in those areas. However, all of these aspects of Internet use are 
not only unequally distributed among nations of the world, but they are also 
unequally distributed within nations, even the most highly developed nations, with 
the poor (including immigrants from the South [Benitez  2006 : 181 – 99]) having far 
less access than the middle class and the rich (Drori  2006 ). 

 Language represents another source of inequality on the Internet. The vast 
majority of web pages on the Internet are in English; a small number are in other 
languages  –  for example, German, Japanese, French, Spanish, and Swedish. Clearly 
those who do not speak any of these languages (the overwhelming majority in the 
South) are at a huge disadvantage on the Internet and may even fi nd the Internet 
totally inaccessible because of the language barrier. 

 One possible solution in dealing with the global digital divide involves hardware, 
especially the creation and mass - production of a low - cost personal computer. A 
nonprofi t organization, One Laptop Per Child, has created a computer for the 1.2 
billion children in the developing world without one. It was originally designed to 
sell for about $100. However, the development of these low - cost computers ran into 
problems and the cost has doubled. The corporate giant Intel also has a design for 
such a computer, but it will be more expensive (Markoff  2007 : C1, C2).   

  RACE AND ETHNICITY AND GENDER 

  Race and Ethnicity 

 We tend to think of race and ethnicity as being objective in the sense that they are 
based on such seemingly objective, phenotypic characteristics as the color of one ’ s 
skin. However, the fact is that  all  racial and ethnic statuses are products of social 
defi nitions, including the social defi nition of seemingly objective traits. (This means 
that since they involve social defi nitions, race and ethnicity also differ  –  because 
those defi nitions vary  –  over time and from one locale to another.) This is based 
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on one of the classic arguments in social theory:  “ If men [sic] defi ne situations as 
real, they are real in their consequences ”  (Thomas and Thomas  1928 : 572). This 
not only points to the importance of social defi nitions, but also to the fact that 
 “ erroneous ”  social defi nitions can and do have powerful consequences. For example, 
a white person defi ned as black, or a black person defi ned as white, will be pro-
foundly affected by that defi nition, whatever the  “ objective ”  reality. 

 There is nothing intrinsic about, for example, any racial or ethnic group that 
makes it distinct from any other; race and ethnicity are dynamic, fl uid categories 
that are socially defi ned. What  is  different about races and ethnic groups is the basis 
for the social defi nitions, but those differences do not determine whether one is 
considered a member of a given racial or ethnic group. Thus, it is  not  the color of 
her skin that makes a person black or white. Someone defi ned by others, or who 
defi nes herself, as black in the US might be considered, and consider herself, white 
in Peru. The same can be said of ethnic groups. In Great Britain, for example, 
whether one is considered Jewish or Italian relates, as well, to defi nitions of others 
and to self - defi nitions. 

 If both involve defi nitions, what serves to differentiate a race from an ethnic 
group? The lines are not clear because races (e.g. whites) are often considered 
ethnic groups (e.g.  “ white ethnics ”  [Greeley  1976 : 20 – 36]) and ethnic groups are 
often considered races (Jews, most notoriously in Nazi Germany and in the effort 
to destroy them in the Holocaust, are frequently 
thought of as a race). However, the basic differ-
ence is that while a  race  is generally defi ned as 
such on the basis of some real or presumed  physi-
cal ,  biological, phenotypical  characteristic, an 
 ethnic group  is defi ned in that way on the basis 
of some  cultural  characteristic (religious beliefs 
and practices, what they eat, how they dress, their sexual behavior). In the American 
context, whites, blacks, American Indians, Asian and Pacifi c Islanders, and Hispanics 
are usually considered to be races (the main basis for the defi nition is physical), 
while Italians, Jews, Poles, and White Anglo - Saxon Protestants are considered 
ethnic groups (mainly on the basis of cultural characteristics). 

               Thus, race and ethnicity are social constructions and social creations. For 
example, the  “ invention ”  of race as an ideological concept dates back to the 
Enlightenment and to the emergence of modern society (Winant  2001 : 290). The 
concept of race has been used to refer to inherent biological differences between 
human groups and to justify the associated ideas of racial superiority and inferiority. 
In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, ideas about race were supplemented 
with  “ science ”  and allegedly fi xed biological characteristics of groups were used 
to justify scientifi cally the unequal distribution of wealth, power, prestige, access to 
resources, and life chances. 

 Even though  “ biological ”  or  “ scientifi c ”  racism continues to exist, a new type of 
racism, based more on social and cultural factors, such as religion, language, and 
national origin, is more prevalent today. In other words, racism, as an ideological 

 Race : Defi ned on the basis of real or pre-
sumed physical, biological, or phenotypi-
cal characteristics.

 Ethnic group : Social group defi ned on the 
basis of some cultural characteristic.
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construct, was transformed, in the twentieth century as ideas of cultural superiority 
increasingly replaced those associated with biological superiority. Further, racism 
is now more a matter of  hegemony  than physical domination (e.g. by the state). 
That is, one race now subordinates another more on the basis of dominant ideas 
(especially about cultural differences) and the fact that hegemonic racist ideas come 
to  “ operate as a taken - for - granted, almost unconscious common sense ”  (Winant 
 2001 : 293) in the minds of the individuals who accept them. 

 The emerging emphasis on culture in the understanding of race has led 
the concept to increasingly resemble that of  “ ethnicity. ”  Since different cultural 
characteristics are almost always associated with racial groups and cultural discrimi-
nation is central to racial discrimination, it is increasingly diffi cult to differentiate 
between racism and ethnicism. 

 Racism and ethnicism serve similar functions in social discrimination; both 
defi ne the Other as inherently different from, 
and inferior to, the dominant group in society. 
 Racism  is a belief in the inherent superiority of 
one racial group and the inferiority of others, 

while  ethnicism  is a belief in the inherent superiority of one ethnic group and the 
inferiority of others. Racial and ethnic minorities are sometimes seen as subhuman; 
they are denied human qualities; they are seen as destructive of not only human 
values, but human life. This serves to justify not only the majority status of those 
making the claims, and the minority status of those seen as a racial or ethnic minor-
ity, but also a variety of kinds of actions to be taken against the minority. 

        Racism and ethnicism are often accompanied by xenophobia which, etymologi-
cally, translates as  “ the fear caused by strangers. ”  
 Xenophobia  involves the beliefs, attitudes and 
prejudices that reject, exclude, and vilify groups 
that are outsiders or foreigners to the dominant 
social group. Xenophobia sometimes leads to 

violence. Racism, ethnicism, and xenophobia are manifest in such diverse forms as 
murder, physical attacks, hate speech, denial of entry to stores, restaurants, clubs, 
and denial of access to employment. 

        Perhaps the most important similarity between racial and ethnic groups from 
the perspective of this analysis is the way in which they relate to the majority –
 minority issue. That is, some racial and ethnic groups tend to be minorities in many 
different societies around the world, while others tend to be in the majority. This 
is clearest in the case of the white – black distinction where whites are dispropor-
tionately in the majority and blacks are disproportionately in the minority. This is 
true within many societies, although not all (in most African societies blacks are 
the majority group). However, what is most important for our purposes is the 
global picture and global relationships. At the global level, whites are dispropor-
tionately in the dominant North, while blacks are primarily in the South (although 
this is changing with South - to - North migration). As a result, according to Winant 
( 2004 : 131):  “ Globalization is a re - racialization of the world. What have come to 

 Racism : Belief in the inherent superiority 
of one racial group and the inferiority of 
others.

 Xenophobia : Beliefs, attitudes, and preju-
dices that reject, exclude, and vilify groups 
made up of outsiders or foreigners.
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be called  ‘ North – South ”  issues are also deeply racial issues. The disparities  …  
between the (largely white and wealthy) global North and the (largely dark - skinned 
and poor) global South have always possessed a racial character. ”  The key issue 
from the point of view of globalization is the nature of the relationship, of the fl ows 
and barriers, between predominantly white and black areas of the world and more 
generally between different areas dominated by different races (and ethnic groups). 

 Historically, most work on the issue of race and ethnicity has focused on particu-
lar nation - states and what transpires within them. This is particularly true of the 
US, largely because of its unique history in terms of both race and ethnicity. In 
terms of race it is, of course, the history of slavery and the continuing legacy of that 
system and its impact on black Americans. In terms of ethnicity, it is the history of 
massive immigration to the US, especially in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Many ethnic groups from Europe made their way to the US, but of course 
included here is the arrival of other racial groups, as well, especially Asians and, 
more recently, large numbers of Hispanics. Thus, the US was, at least until recently, 
a uniquely multi - racial and multi - ethnic society. This has changed as many other 
societies, for example those in Europe, have become much more multi - racial 
(largely as a result of South - to - North migration from Africa) and multi - ethnic 
(mostly as a result of both South - to - North [e.g. from Turkey] and North - to - North 
[from Eastern Europe] migration). 

 Of course, other societies have been in the forefront of discussions of race and 
ethnicity. In terms of race, South Africa was long a focus of attention (Dunbar 
Moodie  1975 ; Dunbar Moodie and Ndatshe  1994 ) because of its system of  apart-
heid , a formal system of  “ separate development ”  for whites and blacks (the vast 
majority of the South African population is, and was, black) that served to perpetu-
ate both white privilege and power and black subordination and weakness. Apartheid 
was formally abolished in 1991, but its history and legacy continue to be important 
in analyses and discussions of race in South Africa. 

 Brazil is another nation - state that gets much attention in discussions of race 
(Degler  1971/1986 ), largely because of the much more harmonious relationship 
between the races there than in the US. There is also a much more fl uid defi nition 
of race in Brazil than in the US. 

 However, while discussions of various societies throughout the world in terms 
of their distinctive patterns of racial (and ethnic) relations is important, far more 
important from the perspective of globalization is a focus on global fl ows and bar-
riers. Of special importance in this context is the global fl ow of  people  from various 
racial and ethnic groups as well as the global fl ow 
of  ideas  such as  racism ,  pluralism  (the idea that 
different races and ethnic groups can live 
together; they can coexist), or  resistance  (the idea 
that racial and ethnic minorities must resist discrimination and its deleterious 
effects). 

        The issue of ethnicity (race) relates to a sense of who one is. It offers a sense not 
only of one ’ s being, but also of the collectivities (real and imagined) to which one 

 Pluralism : The idea and fact that dif-
ferent races and ethnic groups can live 
together, can coexist.
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belongs. That is, in general, people see themselves as belonging to ethnic groups 
that involve others with the same or a similar identity. Identities, therefore, are at 
the heart of collective bonds. Because they are often so strongly felt, identities are 
also often at the heart of struggle among ethnic groups. 

 At least in the last few hundred years, if not before, ethnic (or national) identities 
have been closely tied to states. However, in recent years, with the increase in global-
ization and the corresponding decline in the nation - state, identity with the nation -
 state has tended to decline in importance (but global processes such as 
the Olympics, the World Cup, and inexpensive international phone calls, among 
many others, have served to reinforce such identity), although it is certainly the case 
that nation - state identity remains a powerful force on the global stage. It is more 
the case that ethnic identity and other kinds of identities  –  class, race, and gender, 
as well as age, sexual orientation, and others  –  have grown in importance, often 
because of global processes that serve to increase and to reinforce them. 

 The existence of so many identities on the global stage has increased the possibil-
ity of people having hybrid identities. That is, they identify not only with, say, their 
ethnic group, but also with their gender, race, and sexual orientation. This leads to 
more complex identities and to the greater likelihood of internal confl ict among 
one ’ s identities. 

 Some see globalization as a threat to ethnic identity; they see it as creating a world 
of homogeneous identities, or at least one where the number and variety of ethnic 
(and other) identities is in decline. However, others argue that globalization is not 
a threat to ethnic identity. For one thing, it is contended that such identities are 
not nearly as fragile, are far more powerful, than is often believed. For another, 
globalization can be seen as a force, maybe the most signifi cant force, in the creation 
and proliferation of ethnic identity (Tomlinson  2000 : 269 – 77). Ethnic identity can 
also be enhanced by resistance to the global pressure toward the homogenization 
of identity. Further, ethnic identity itself, like globalization, is seen as a very modern 
phenomenon. Such a position leads to the view that globalization is not opposed 
to ethnic identity, but that both are part of the same modern process leading to a 
proliferation of ethnic identities, not to a diminution in the number and variety of 
such identities and of the differences among them. Thus, globalization brings with 
it an increasingly bewildering array of ethnic (and other  –  class, gender, and racial 
identities, among many others) identities. 

 Ethnic identities, which might be seen as threatened by globalization, can also 
be seen as being enhanced and spread by that process. For example, through the 
development of advanced forms of communication and the media, globalization 
allows diasporic (see Chapter  8 ) groups spread throughout the world not only to 
retain their ethnic identity, but to develop it more strongly, perhaps even more 
strongly than those in the motherland. Furthermore, this more powerful sense of 
ethnic identity can be exported back to the home country through the same forms 
of global media. This is part of the broader process of deterritorialization (see 
Chapter  2 ), which in this case involves the separation of ethnic or national identity 
from any specifi c geographic territory. 
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 Greater ethnic diversity within many nation - states has increased the possibility 
of ethnic confl ict within their confi nes. Of course, such ethnic confl ict is not new. 
Among the most notable examples have been confl icts between Turks and Armenians 
in Turkey, Germans (especially Nazis) and Jews in Germany, Tamils and Sinhalese 
in Sri Lanka, the Tutsi and Hutu in Burundi, and the confl ict between various ethnic 
groups  –  Slovenes, Croatians, Serbs, Bosnians, Montenegrins, Macedonians, and 
Albanians  –  after the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1991. However, today, with more 
members of ethnic groups in more and more countries, there is the potential for a 
great increase in the number, if not the intensity, of ethnic confl icts. 

 Historically, efforts to  “ deal ’  with ethnic minorities have occurred within nation -
 states or other delimited territories. The most 
extreme cases involve extermination or geno-
cide.  Genocide  was defi ned in 1948 by the United 
Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide as  “ acts 
committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, 
or religious group ”  (cited in Karstedt  2007 : 1909 – 10; O ’ Brien  1968 : 515 – 20). This 
was prompted by the Nazi Holocaust, committed primarily, but not exclusively, 
against Jews. At fi rst, the Holocaust occurred within the confi nes of Germany, but 
it later spread to the European countries allied with, or conquered by, Germany. It 
was in that sense global and it would have undoubtedly become far more global 
had the Nazis achieved their goal of world conquest. For example, had the Nazis 
succeeded in conquering the US, we would have undoubtedly seen the genocide of 
American Jews. A later example of a more global genocide was the mass killings 
during the Stalin era that extended throughout the then - vast Soviet Empire. In 
the main, though, genocide continues to be practiced within nation - states (e.g. the 
murder of millions by the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia in the mid -  to late 1970s). 

        However, it is important to point out that the global age brings with it at least 
the possibility of even more global genocide. That is, genocide could become another 
of the negative fl ows discussed in Chapter  10 . In the global age, one can imagine a 
scenario whereby genocide that takes place in one part of the world eventually 
makes its way, fl ows, to other parts of the world. This might be a far - fetched scenario 
(a  “ Mad Max ”  scenario of the kind discussed in Chapter  12 ), but it is more likely 
because of globalization, because of proliferating and accelerating global fl ows, as 
well as the increased inability of nation - states to block many of these fl ows. 

 One of the processes of greatest concern in the context of ethnicity and global-
ization is ethnic cleansing. Ethnic cleansing can be seen as, at least in part, a specifi c 
example of another way of dealing with ethnic minorities  –   expulsion . Expulsion 
can take two forms (Eaton Simpson and Yinger  1985 ). First, it can be direct, with 
minority ethnic groups forcibly ejected by the majority through military and other 
government action. Second, such a minority group can leave  “ voluntarily ”  because 
it is being harassed, discriminated against, and persecuted. Of course, in the real 
world these two forms of expulsion occur in concert with one another. Thus, many 
of those involved in diasporas of one kind or another have often experienced both 

 Genocide : Acts committed with the 
intent to destroy a national, ethnic, racial, 
or religious group.
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forms of expulsion. This is particularly true of Jews who have often moved both 
because they have been forcibly ejected (e.g. by the Romans from Jerusalem in the 
second century  ad ) and voluntarily (those German Jews who left before the 
Holocaust because of harassment or who left both Czarist Russia and the Stalinist 
Soviet Union for similar reasons). 

  Ethnic cleansing  (Ahmed  1995 : 1 – 25; Mann 
 1999 : 18 – 45) is defi ned in terms similar to those 
used to defi ne expulsion, as  “ various policies of 
forcibly removing people of another ethnic 

group ”  (Sekulic  2007 : 1450 – 2). Of course, Nazi actions against Jews fi t the defi ni-
tion of ethnic cleansing, but ethnic cleansing achieved more recent notoriety during 
the wars that were associated with the dissolution of Yugoslavia in 1991. Many of 
the ethnic groups that dominated various regions (e.g. Croatia) sought to create 
areas that were ethnically homogeneous and they did this by expelling and even 
killing (this is genocide rather than expulsion) members of other ethnic groups. 
For example, Croatians were expelled from parts of Croatia inhabited by Serbs. 
Bosnia, which declared independence in 1992, was composed of three major ethnic 
groups  –  Slavic Muslims (the largest single group), Serbs, and Croats. Ethnic cleans-
ing took the form of Serbian armed forces creating ethnically homogeneous enclaves 
by forcibly removing the other ethnic groups, especially Muslims. 

          Gender 

 Turning to gender and its relationship to social defi nitions, we need to distinguish 
gender conceptually from sex.  Sex  refers to the 
physical differences between males and females 
(although, social defi nitions are involved here, as 
well).  Gender , however, like race and ethnicity 
(and class for that matter), is a matter of social 
defi nition and social distinction (Bourdieu 
 1984 ). Also like race and ethnicity, gender 
involves more than simply making distinctions. 
Gender distinctions are used to organize the 

social world and to affect, often adversely, women. These distinctions are made even 
though there are great similarities between men and women and great variations 
exist within both (Hess and Marx Ferree  1987 : 9 – 31). Of greatest interest from the 
point of view of this chapter is the way gender differences are used to advantage 
men and disadvantage women not only within nation - states, but also globally. Most 
extremely, defi nitions of gender employed by men often lead to acts of violence 
(beatings, rape, even murder) against women. 

               Recent analyses of globalization demonstrate that gender is critical in terms of 
globalization ’ s effects on human groups. Globalization reinforces preexisting gender 
structures, barriers, and relationships, only now on a global scale. 

 Ethnic cleansing : Forcibly removing people 
of another ethnic group.

 Sex : Physical differences between males 
and females.

 Gender : Differences between males and 
females based on social defi nition and 
distinction.
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 Mainstream perspectives on, and theories of, globalization in sociology, econom-
ics, international relations (and many other fi elds) often claim to be gender - neutral 
or gender - blind. Leaving the gendered effects of globalization aside, mainstream 
theories (e.g. neo - liberal theories) imply that global processes have similar effects 
on men and women. Women ’ s experiences and voices, especially those in the devel-
oping world, are frequently not taken into account. However, gender is a critical 
aspect of globalization, especially global capitalist processes and relations. 

 Feminists ’  interest in the gendered processes of global capitalism found its way 
into development studies, critiques of neo - liberalism, international relations, inter-
national political economy, and transnational networking. Numerous feminist 
accounts of global processes have analyzed the gendered effects of globalization, 
which shape gendered ideologies, institutions, hierarchies, and inequality structures. 
Specifi cally highlighting the experiences of poor third - world women, these works 
reveal that the most devastating effects of globalization fall on women (for example, 
the greater risk of maternal mortality in the peripheral areas of the globe). 

  Gender and the  e conomy 
 One of the key effects of globalization is the transformation of the nature of eco-
nomic activity. From the 1970s on, production was reorganized through global 
production systems. To cut labor costs MNCs shifted production to low - wage 
economies. The effects have been signifi cant for the labor force both in developed 
and developing countries. In developed countries, part - time and temporary 
jobs replaced manufacturing jobs. Developing countries have seen a growth in low -
 paying, informal, and temporary jobs as their economies have shifted from nation-
alized industries and public sectors to export - oriented production. Women are 
found disproportionately in these low - paying, part - time, and temporary jobs in 
both developed and less developed countries. 

 Within the last two decades, women ’ s labor - force participation in paid employ-
ment has increased dramatically around the globe. Since the late 1970s and early 
1980s, there has been a notable increase in women ’ s labor - force participation rates 
in the Americas and Western Europe. Even though there are signifi cant variations 
within and across regions, women ’ s labor - force participation has also risen sub-
stantially in sub - Saharan Africa, North Africa, Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia, and 
East Asia over this period (Cagatay and Ozler  1995 ; Moghadam  1999 : 367 – 88; 
Heintz  2006 ). While the progress in women ’ s employment status is linked, at least 
in part, to gender equality movements, the key factor in this change appears to be 
the better integration of an increasing number of areas into the world economy 
through trade and production. 

 The greater involvement of women in the global paid - labor market is observable 
in a variety of occupations and professions in the service sector. Women are increas-
ingly employed in public service and are more likely to work as teachers and 
university professors; as nurses and doctors in state hospitals; and as workers and 
administrators in government offi ces (Moghadam  1999 : 367 – 88). Women are also 
concentrated in professional services such as law, banking, accounting, computing, 
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and architecture. Women predominate in such offi ce jobs as data entry, airline 
booking, credit cards, word - processing, and telecommunications (Gaio  1995 ; 
Pearson  2000 : 10 – 18; Freeman  2001 : 1007 – 37). There has also been a signifi cant 
increase in the informal as well as the formal employment of women. Women ’ s 
labor migration to work as nannies, domestics, nurses, waitresses, and sex workers 
(Kempadoo and Doezema  1998 ) constitutes a signifi cant proportion of the inter-
national informal labor force (and of human traffi cking; see below). Beyond serv-
ices, women are heavily employed in agriculture, as well as in the labor - intensive 
manufacture of products such as garments, sportswear, and electronics. 

 The increasing participation of women in both the formal and informal global 
paid labor force has been termed the  feminiza-
tion of labor  (Standing  1989 : 1077 – 95). This 
refers to the rise of female labor participation in 
all sectors and the movement of women into jobs 
traditionally held by men. This global trend has 

occurred in both developing and developed countries. In many developed coun-
tries, educated middle - class women have made inroads in professional and manage-
rial employment, resulting in a decline in the differences between male and female 
labor participation rates. The feminization of labor has also taken place in the 
developing world. In 74 percent of developing countries female participation in the 
labor force has increased, while in 66 percent male participation has decreased. 

        The feminization of labor in the developing economies is often accompanied by 
the feminization of poverty and by female proletarianization. In many of those 
economies, women ’ s increased participation in paid employment is caused mainly 
by the shift from import substitution (see Chapter  2 ) to export - oriented manufac-
turing (Joekes  1987 ; Standing  1989 ; Cagatay and Ozler  1995 ; Standing  1999 : 583 –
 602). Globally, more women are being drawn into labor - intensive and low - paying 
industries such as textiles, apparel, leather products, food processing, and electron-
ics. For instance, women represented more than half of the workforce in electronics 
production in Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, Taiwan, the Czech Republic, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Puerto Rico, Slovenia, Cuba, the Philippines, Thailand, and Sri Lanka 
(Ferus - Comelo  2006 : 43 – 54). 

 Jobs in these industries are characterized by the fl exible use of labor, high turno-
ver rates, part - time and temporary employment, and a lack of security and benefi ts. 
Women are preferred in these industries because they will typically work for lower 
wages and they are seen as easier for male employers and managers to supervise. 
They are considered not only to be more docile, but also to have greater patience 
and more dexterity than men in performing standardized and repetitive work 
(Elson and Pearson  1981 : 87 – 107). Female employment is also characterized by 
poorer working conditions, more compulsory overtime with no extra pay, and 
more dangerous working conditions. 

 A great deal of attention has been focused on the relationship between global-
ization and the place of women in the local, regional (Bose and Acosta - Belen  1995 ), 
and global economy. Of particular importance, at least from the perspective of 

 Feminization of labor : Increasing partici-
pation of women in the formal and infor-
mal global paid labor force.
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globalization, is the place of women in what has been called the  “ global assembly 
line in which research and management are controlled by the core and developed 
countries while assembly line work is relegated to semiperiphery or periphery 
nations that occupy less privileged positions in the global economy ”  (Ward  1990 : 
1). Clearly, women are much more likely to be employed in the latter than in the 
higher - level positions in the core. 

 Jane Collins  (2003)  has done an ethnography of part of this global assembly line 
involving the headquarters of a global apparel fi rm in New Jersey, a knitting mill in 
the southern part of Virginia, and two apparel factories in Aguascalientes in Mexico. 
Work in this industry is highly gendered and is dominated by females. Collins ’  study 
is of particular interest to this book, given its focus on global fl ows, especially its 
concern with the  “ fl ow of resources and power between these sites ”  (Collins  2003 : 
ix). It is also of interest because wherever she looked in the world, Collins found an 
increasing McDonaldization (see Chapter  7 ) of work, especially reliance on 
Taylorism to measure, control, and de - skill work dominated by females. Workers, 
especially in Mexico, had their positions weakened vis -  à  - vis their employers because 
of sub - contracting (workers had no contact with their employers and little know-
ledge of the fi rm) and the casualization of work. These contributed to the fact that 
the female Mexican workers had no way to present grievances about their work 
situation or to act collectively against their employer. 

  Export Processing Zones (EPZs)  are special 
industrial areas, often in developing countries, 
designed to draw foreign companies and capital 
investment. EPZs offer multinational companies 
incentives including exemption from labor and 
environmental regulations, taxes, tariffs, and quotas. EPZs are characteristically 
unstable as they are likely to move time and again to countries where labor is 
cheaper and more compliant. A wide range of products are produced in EPZs, 
including tennis rackets in St. Vincent (Caribbean), furniture in Mauritius, and 
jewelry in Thailand. However, EPZs mainly focus on the production of textiles, 
clothing, and electronics for the mass market. The International Labor Organization 
(ILO) estimates that there are 3,000 EPZs in the world with a total employment of 
approximately 43 million workers, most of whom are young women (as many as 
90 percent in some cases) (Pearson  1992 ). Again, women are preferred in these 
production sites because they are considered more meticulous, disciplined, and 
compliant than men, and therefore, among other things, less likely to unionize. 

        It is often suggested that EPZs reduce poverty and unemployment and, as 
a result, facilitate the economic development of the host countries. Even if we 
assume that this occurs, it does not do so without serious costs. Working 
conditions are brutal in most EPZs, where violence and abuse are daily routines. A 
work day may consist of impossibly long shifts with unpaid overtime, non - payment 
for workers on sick leave, insuffi cient health and safety measures, monitored access 
to bathrooms, sexual harassment, physical abuse, and in some cases forced 
consumption of amphetamines to ensure effi ciency. Working conditions are 

 Export Processing Zone (EPZ) : Independent 
area controlled by corporations and free 
of national control.
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particularly hard on women, especially those who are pregnant and have infants. 
In most EPZs mandatory pregnancy testing is a condition for employment and for 
maintaining a job. In some cases gender bias intersects with age discrimination. 
EPZs tend to hire mostly young and single women; women over 25 years of age are 
usually not hired since they are seen to be more likely to bear children (Pun  1995 : 
18 – 31). 

 Because of the harsh working conditions and low pay, workers often burn out; 
the turnover rate in EPZs is very high. It is estimated to be 21 percent in the electri-
cal and electronic fi rms and to be as high as 32 percent in the textile, chemical 
products, scientifi c and measuring equipment, and rubber products fi rms 
(Sivalingam  1994 ). 

 Informal employment has increased in many countries. Many formal jobs have 
been replaced by informal ones as lower labor and production costs have increas-
ingly become the major organizing factor in global production. About 25 percent 
of the world ’ s working population is active in the informal economy and those 
workers generate approximately 35 percent of global GDP (ICFTU  2004 ). While 
women ’ s labor - force participation has increased in almost all regions, the most 
signifi cant increase in female employment in developing countries has been in 
informal sectors of the economy (Moghadam  1999 : 367 – 88). Two - thirds of female 
labor - force participation in developing countries is concentrated in the informal 
economy; in sub - Saharan Africa the proportion is as high as 84 percent (ICFTU 
 2004 ). Informal employment includes temporary work without fi xed employers, 
paid employment from home, domestic work for households (Parre ñ as  2001 ), and 
industrial work for sub - contractors. Informal sectors are characterized by low pay 
and a lack of secure contracts, worker benefi ts, or social protection. Workers in the 
informal economy do not have wage agreements, employment contracts, regular 
working hours, and health insurance or unemployment benefi ts. They typically earn 
below the legal minimum wage and are often not paid on time. 

 While greater informal employment characterizes both the male and female 
labor force globally, women and men are concentrated in different types of informal 
work. Men are concentrated mainly in informal wage and agricultural employment, 
while women are typically concentrated in non - agricultural employment, domestic 
work, and unpaid work in family enterprises. Compared to men ’ s informal employ-
ment, women ’ s employment is much more likely to have lower hourly wages and 
less stability. 

 The trend toward fl exibilization and decentralization in production has contrib-
uted signifi cantly to the rise in informal female employment in developing 
countries. In order to reduce labor costs, most MNCs establish sub - contracting 
networks with local manufacturers employing low - paid workers, mostly women, 
whose employment can be terminated quickly and easily (Pyle and Ward  2003 : 
467). In these production networks women are more likely to work in small work-
shops or from home. 

 Traditional gender roles and ideas about femininity encourage home - based 
work. Gendered ideas relating to the division of labor assign reproductive work to 
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women and productive work to men. As a result, the  “ real ”  work of women is con-
sidered care - giving and homemaking as mothers, wives, and daughters, rather than 
as wage earners. Since the increase in female labor participation is almost never 
accompanied by a decrease in their domestic workload, many women accept the 
lower wages and less formal working arrangements of home - based work in order 
to be able to continue to carry out household responsibilities. 

 The global economy creates jobs not only in developing economies, but also in 
the developed world. The advanced corporate economic centers, especially world 
and global cities (see below), require large amounts of low - wage labor to maintain 
the operation of their offi ces and the lifestyles of entrepreneurs, managers, and 
professionals associated with them. The state - of - the - art offi ces of MNCs ’  headquar-
ters require clerical, cleaning, and repair workers, truckers to bring their software, 
copying paper, offi ce furniture, and even toilet paper (Sassen  2004 : 649 – 70). 
Furthermore, work such as provisioning and cleaning offi ces, child tending, caring 
for the elderly and for homes has to be done by others. The vast majority of these 
tasks are performed by immigrants, primarily women, from third - world countries 
(Acker  2004 : 34). 

 The feminization of wage labor in the global economy has contributed to the 
increase in female migration. As Ehrenreich and Hochschild ( 2002 : 2) put it, 
 “ Women are on the move as never before in history. ”  Much of this involves women 
from the South moving, legally and illegally, to the North to handle women ’ s work 
(as, for example, nannies [Cheever  2002 : 31 – 8], maids [Ehrenreich  2002 : 85 – 103], 
and sex workers [Brennan  2002 : 154 – 68]) historically performed by women from 
the North. Nine of the largest immigrant - exporting countries are China, 
India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and 
Bangladesh. This immigration serves to enrich the North and to enhance the 
already elevated lifestyle in the North. Intensifying the feminization of migration, 
domestic work has grown on a local and global scale and is now considered 
the largest labor market for women worldwide. 

 Since most female migration takes place in undocumented and informal ways, 
women laborers face the worst forms of discrimination, exploitation, and abuse. 
They can be held as debt hostages by the recruitment agencies for their transporta-
tion and placement fees, locked up in the houses of their employers, treated 
inhumanely, and sometimes even murdered. An increasing number of migrant 
women are victims of sexual abuse, sex - traffi cking, and prostitution.  

  Global  c are  c hains 
 Arlie Hochschild  (2000)  argues that migration of 
domestic workers is part of a  global care chain , 
involving a series of personal relationships 
between people across the globe based on the 
paid or unpaid work of caring. Care includes social, health, and sexual care services, 
and usually involves menial tasks such as cooking, cleaning, and ironing. In global 
care chains, women supply their own care labor to the employer while consuming 

 Global care chains : Series of personal rela-
tionships between people across the 
globe based on the paid or unpaid work 
of caring.
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other women ’ s care labor, both paid and unpaid. Migrant domestic workers often 
rely on female relatives, neighbors, and daughters as well as paid domestic workers 
for the care of their children. For instance, while a mother works as a nanny in a 
developed country, her young children may be cared for by an older daughter or 
by a nanny who migrated from some even less developed country. On one end of 
the chain is a woman in the North pursuing professional employment and fi nding 
herself unable to fulfi ll her duties within the family. On the other is a domestic 
worker ’ s oldest daughter taking over her mother ’ s familial duties. 

        Referred to not only as the  global care chain , but also the  international transfer 
of caretaking ,  global nanny chain , and  racial division of reproductive labor , the 
transfer of reproductive labor from women in advanced economies to those in 
developing economies points to a paradoxical situation in women ’ s empowerment 
through participation in the labor force. While women in the North are able to 
undertake careers, they tend to pass their household duties and reproductive 
labor on to low - wage immigrant workers. Rather than pushing for a redistribution 
of household responsibilities among family members, women as employers 
maintain the gender division of labor by transferring the most devalued work 
to disadvantaged women. As a result, the worth of reproductive labor (and of 
women) declines even further (Parre ñ as  2001 ). In this sense, women ’ s labor - force 
participation does not necessarily result in a change in traditional gender roles, but 
rather in the greater exploitation of immigrant women by middle -  and upper - class 
women. 

 The provision of reproductive labor by migrant domestic workers is not new. It 
has been obtained by class - privileged women for centuries. However, the fl ow of 
reproductive labor has increased due to globalization and the growth of the global 
economy. There is a substantial and increasing demand for migrant domestic 
workers in the North and the bulk of the supply comes from the South.  

  Traffi cking in the  s ex  i ndustry 
 The increased global fl ow of people creates a greater opportunity for traffi ckers to 
transport women for the purposes of sexual exploitation. Traffi cking in women for 
sex work has far more deleterious consequences for women than traffi cking for 
domestic work not only because the former is far more demeaning, but also because 
victims are exposed to health risks  –  sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, drug 
addiction  –  and a wide variety of other life - threatening situations. 

 The sex industry has become increasingly important to global capitalism. Bars, 
dance clubs, massage parlors, the pornography industry, international hotel chains, 
airline companies, and the tourist industry create and help to meet the demand for 
sex labor around the globe. Each year, an estimated four million people, mostly 
women and girls (and children more generally [O ’ Connell Davidson  2005 ]; more 
than one million of them), are traffi cked throughout the world and enter the global 
sex industry (Altman  1996 : 77 – 94;  2001 ), earning traffi ckers an estimated $6 billion 
a year (Hughes  1999 ). Over the last few decades, most of the countries of the South 
and many of the countries of the ex - Soviet Union and Eastern Europe have 
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experienced an unparalleled growth in prostitution. Many of these prostitutes fi nd 
their way to the developed world. 

 The fl ow of people in the global sex industry not only moves from the third 
world to the fi rst world, but also in reverse. The growth of sexual tourism over the 
last 30 years demonstrates the role of sex work in the global market economy. 
Thailand alone receives approximately fi ve million sex tourists from the US, Western 
Europe, Australia, and Japan, bringing in about $26.2 billion every year (Bales 
 1999 ). In sex - tourist destinations, poverty leads women to participate in the indus-
try. Inexpensive travel opportunities have permitted more, less well - off, sex tourists 
to circle the globe in search of sex (Brennan  2004 ). 

 The great expansion of communication technologies in the global age has opened 
up further avenues for sex labor on a global scale. The Internet has become the key 
site for promoting global traffi cking and sexual exploitation of women (and chil-
dren).  “ Customers ”  can fi nd a sex worker almost anywhere in the world instantly, 
read reviews about the individual sex workers posted on websites, exchange infor-
mation on where to fi nd prostitutes and the prices for sex workers, etc. Websites 
for commercial prostitution tours from North America and Europe to Southeast 
Asia and the Caribbean offer package tours, quote prices, and advertise the sex 
workers and their services to the men of the North. Racism, sexism, and global 
inequality intersect in the global sex industry.  

  Mail - order  b rides 
 Another aspect of global traffi cking in women involves mail - order brides. The mail -
 order bride business has become a multimillion - dollar global industry thanks, 
especially, to the Internet. In March 1999, the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service reported that there were over 200 mail - order bride agencies 
operating in the US. Between roughly 4,000 and 6,000 women are brought to the 
US each year by  “ mail - order - bride ”  agencies. Women who are traffi cked through 
mail - order - bride agencies are mostly from the Philippines, Laos, Burma, Vietnam, 
Thailand, and the former Soviet Union. This is a segmented market much like any 
other. For example, Thai women are often promoted as sex workers, while Filipina 
women are advertised as helpers and wives. The common characteristic of all 
women traffi cked in the mail - order - bride industry is that they are  “ pleasers not 
competitors. They are feminine, NOT feminist ”  ( http://www.latineuro.com/agency.
html ).  

  Responding to and  r esisting  g lobal  m inority  s tatus: the  c ase of  w omen 
 The International Women ’ s Movement has a long history traceable back to the late 
1800s (Rupp  1997 ), and its greatest triumphs have related to the increasingly global 
acquisition of the rights of suffrage (Ramirez, Soysal, and Shanahan  1997 : 735 – 45). 
However, it has grown dramatically in recent years both because of problems created 
for women by globalization and because of the increased ability to create a global 
women ’ s movement. Key events were the United Nations International Women ’ s 
Year in 1975, and four world conferences  –  Mexico City (1975), Copenhagen 
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(1980), Nairobi (1985), and Beijing (1995) (Alter Chen  1995 : 477 – 94). (Snyder 
[ 2006 : 24 – 50] sees the UN as an  “ unlikely godmother ”  of the women ’ s movement.) 
Personal networks throughout the globe emerged from these meetings and the 
Internet has greatly increased the ability of women to interact and to mobilize on 
a global basis. 

 A variety of specifi c issues were the focus of the UN meetings as well as the larger 
global movement that developed, including human rights (Yuval - Davis  2006 : 275 –
 95), economic concerns, health - care issues, and violence against women. Later, 
concern came to focus on the adverse effects of global capitalism (e.g. increased 
global traffi cking in women), the lack of a voice in global civil society, the growth 
of antifeminist fundamentalist movements (e.g. the Taliban), and the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. More positively, the global women ’ s movement has come to focus on 
issues of global justice for women and other minorities. It has come to have a strong 
impact on the UN and has helped to create strong linkages between the UN, 
national governments, and NGOs (George  2007 : 1257 – 60). 

 Women throughout the world have not only been involved in the global women ’ s 
movement, but they have responded at local and regional levels to a variety of 
problems caused by globalization (for many examples, see Naples and Desai 
 [2002a] ). They interact and organize across borders and at transnational and global 
levels to deal with common problems caused by globalization. They also localize 
global political activities undertaken by the women ’ s movement, global human 
rights groups, etc., and they organize against global activities (e.g. militarism) and 
use global organizations (such as the UN and INGOs) to help in local and regional 
activities (Naples and Desai  2002b : 34 – 41). While these and other global linkages 
are important, it is also the case that many of the activities undertaken by women 
have been primarily or exclusively local in nature (Basu  1995 ). Nevertheless, many 
of these actions have had a profound effect globally. Even with all the local varia-
tions, Marx Ferree and Tripp ( 2006 : viii) argue that feminism still needs to be seen 
as  “ a truly global phenomenon. ”     

  RURAL – URBAN AND INEQUALITY 

 We turn now to the third major topic in this chapter  –  the rural – urban relationship, 
with particular attention to how it relates to global inequality. As we will see, there 
are important linkages between the two issues, but there is also much more to the 
relationship between rural and urban, especially as it relates to globalization. 

  Rural 

 In conceiving of the rural from the point of view of globalization, we are generally 
thinking of agricultural areas in the South. While it is true that there are agricultural 
areas in the North (e.g. the American Midwest), they are comparatively 
inconsequential (although not economically) in relation to the size and local impor-



279Inequality

tance of agricultural areas in the South. That being said, it is the case that agricul-
tural areas in the North are, as we will see, profoundly implicated in, and affected 
by, globalization, although that impact is in many ways more negative than 
positive. 

 The South encompasses about four billion people and has been seen as being in 
the  “ vortex of globalization. ”  This is not the fi rst time the South has played a central 
role in global relations, especially global agriculture. For example, the British out-
sourced agricultural production to the South (e.g. to India) during the height of 
their empire. However, contemporary globalization has profoundly affected and 
altered North – South relationships in agriculture and much else. 

 Among these transformations are the new  “ relations of agricultural production ”  
(McMichael  2007 : 216 – 38). The crucial development here is the rise of global agri-
business, dominated by the North in general, and the US in particular. Also of great 
importance is the factory farm, with the same points of origin. Both global agribusi-
ness and the factory farm involve new relations of agricultural production (e.g. 
between global corporations and local farms) compared to relations that existed in 
and between local, more traditional farms. 

 Most generally, these new relations of agricultural production have come to be 
defi ned by the  “ law of comparative advantage. ”  In practice, this has come to mean 
that the South produces what are for it non - traditional products (e.g. fl owers, fruit, 
vegetables, shrimp), for which it comes to have a comparative advantage, and it 
exports those products to the North. This means that Southern countries are pro-
ducing and consuming less of their own traditional products (e.g. corn in Mexico), 
including those that have been the staples of their diet. Instead, they are increasingly 
coming to consume cheap (sometimes, but often not, cheaper) industrialized food 
imports from the North (the latter are subject to both great fl uctuations in availabil-
ity, depending on the global market for such products, and even greater price 
fl uctuations). These imports not only serve to replace traditional staples, but also 
to displace large numbers of local farmers who are either forced off the farm or into 
different types of farming. 

 The US, its agricultural model, and its emphasis on commercial mono - crops and 
capital - energy - intensive agriculture are often accorded responsibility (and the 
blame) for most of these changes. The US model has transformed the rural land-
scape not only in the South, but throughout much of the world. Indeed, post - WW 
II Europe was one of the early targets of this transformation through the Marshall 
Plan. Later, agribusiness disseminated this model throughout the world. It was also 
fostered by the  “ green revolution ”  (a post - WW II revolution in agriculture brought 
about by research, new technologies, new farming methods, and the like) which, 
among other things, led to the decline of traditional mixed crops and their replace-
ment by capital - intensive hybrids of wheat, corn, and rice. 

 Also involved in this is the development and exportation of US - style consump-
tion patterns, in this case of food. This has led to global convergence on a diet that 
includes a narrowing base of staple grains; increased consumption of animal protein, 
edible oils, and salt and sugar; and a decline in dietary fi bre. Such a diet has 
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contributed, among other things, to a rise in such diseases as diabetes as well as to 
the global epidemic of obesity (Hashemian and Yach  2007 : 516 – 38). In fact, in 
recent years obesity has come to be as common throughout the world as malnutri-
tion (about 1.3 million people are affl icted with each). Even in places like Crete, 
renowned for its healthy  “ Mediterranean diet, ”  the expansion of American - style 
fast food has led to greater obesity and other health problems, even, and most dis-
turbingly, among children (Rosenthal  2008 : A1, A12). 

 Another US - based development (although the UK is also a huge player in this)  –  
the supermarket revolution  –  has also played a key role here. It has obviously 
centralized food processing and retailing, but it has also exerted increasing control 
over farmers, ranchers, and so on. (The same could be said about the fast - food 
chain revolution [Schlosser  2005 ; Ritzer  2008 ].) However, these farmers and ranch-
ers rarely have binding contracts, are rewarded only if they meet centrally defi ned 
quality standards, and have tended to face declining prices for their products because 
virtually all of the power in this relationship rests with the great supermarket chains. 
The creation of both public and private standards for things like food quality and 
packaging is central not only to increasing global inequality (the North tends to set 
the standards that the South must follow), but also to homogenization of both food 
production (e.g. industrial agriculture, factory farms) and food consumption (less 
grain, more animal protein). 

 Overall, the South is enveloped by new relations of production which, among 
other things, mean the displacement of local farmers, the transformation of many 
who remain from being producers of local staples to producers of non - traditional 
exports for which there is a global demand (e.g. fl owers, more exotic fruits and 
vegetables), involvement in global specialized commodity chains, and so on. 

 These changes in the South have not eliminated poverty and hunger, but have 
led to a change from poverty/hunger amidst scarcity to poverty/hunger amidst 
abundance. Neo - liberal philosophies and policies (see Chapter  2 ), including free 
trade, serve to advantage the North and its enormous agribusinesses (and super-
markets). In the meantime, rural economies everywhere are in depression and crisis 
with low prices, declining public supports, rural exodus, increases in rural suicides, 
and so on. The rural South has been forced to open its farm sectors to the global 
market (while the North retains huge farm subsidies and trade barriers). The 
removal of subsidies and barriers, and increasing openness to the global market, 
has led to declining prices and less income for Southern farmers. De - agrarianization 
and de - peasantization have been accompanied by the rise of rural industrialization, 
beginning with Export Processing Zones. 

 Mexico ’ s 1965 Border Industrial Program was a key development, leading to the 
creation of a series of  maquiladoras  (see Chapter  4 ) designed to compete with the 
rising economies of East Asia. This sparked the revolutionary movement of low -
 wage factories and manufacturing jobs from the North to the South. By the early 
twenty - fi rst century there were 70 million  maquila  jobs in existence, but most who 
work in those settings take home only about a third of a living wage. As a result, 
they are forced to supplement their incomes in various ways and, thereby, in a sense, 
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subsidize the factories and their work. But the  maquilas , themselves, are now being 
undercut by the increasing importance of low - wage Chinese, and more recently 
Vietnamese, manufacturing (even the Chinese are now sending work to Vietnam), 
making even those settings increasingly tenuous in the  “ race to the bottom ”  (see 
Chapter  4 ).  

  Urban 

 The world has always been predominantly rural, but some time between 2000 and 
2010 a  “ watershed in human history ”  occurred as for  “ the fi rst time the urban 
population of the earth ”  outnumbered the rural (Davis  2007 : 1). However, cities 
have been central to both scholarly and popular discourse on globalization from 
the beginning of interest in it as a topic and a phenomenon (Timberlake and 
Ma  2007 : 254 – 71). Cities were seen as  “ cosmopolitan ”  (Beck  2007 : 162 – 76), and 
therefore inherently global, because they encompassed a range of cultures, ethnici-
ties, languages, and consumer products. Cities also exerted a powerful infl uence 
(cultural, political, and economic) over surrounding areas. The many city - based 
organizations were also linked, through elaborate networks, to organizations in 
other cities throughout the home country and the world. The system of national 
and global cities was hierarchical, with substantial fl ows of people, information, and 
objects moving both up and down the hierarchy. 

 The most important of the world ’ s cities are 
 global cities  (Sassen  1991 ), with only New York, 
London, and Tokyo usually included in that elite 
category. It is no coincidence that the world ’ s 
most important stock exchanges are located in those cities. More generally, 
those cities tend to be chosen by many organizations as sites for key offi ces 
through which they exert great control over the world ’ s political economy 
and, in the process, accrue great riches to themselves and the denizens of those 
cities. 

        The idea of a global, or a world, city has a long history, but it has exploded as a 
topic of interest in the study of globalization since the publication of Saskia Sassen ’ s 
 The Global City: New York, London, and Tokyo   (1991) . She, and many others, have 
continued to work on the topic in the intervening years and to advance our thinking 
on global cities (Marcuse and van Kempen  2000 ; Abrahamson  2004 ; Brenner 
and Keil  2006 ; King  2007 : 496 – 500; Paquin  2007 : 1953 – 6; Timberlake and Ma 
 2007 : 254 – 71). Sassen clearly embeds her notion of global cities in the process of 
globalization and focuses on economic, especially capitalistic, globalization. In this 
context, she privileges the three cities mentioned above on the basis of their place 
in the new world economy. Specifi cally, they are the key locations for leading indus-
tries and marketplaces, the centers of the production and creation of innovative, 
cutting - edge fi nancial services, the homes of new fi nancial, legal, and accountancy 
products, and the settings from which businesses and organizations exercise global 
command and control. 

 Global cities : Key cities in the global, espe-
cially capitalist, economy.
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 To Sassen, and others, a key point is that global cities are central nodes in a new 
international division of labor. Of great importance are the linkages among and 
between these global cities and the fl ows among and between them. In many ways 
the global cities have more in common with one another than with the smaller cities 
and the hinterlands within their own country. They are also more integrated into 
the global economy than those hinterlands. 

 However, others have a much more expansive sense of what constitutes such 
cities and recognize that the number of such cities is likely to grow in the future. 
Many have come to prefer the far broader notion of  “ world cities ”  to the highly 
limited, and limiting, notion of global cities (Alderson and Beckfi eld  2004 : 811 – 51; 
Beckfi eld and Alderson  2006 : 895 – 904). 

 The categorization of cities in this way clearly conveys a sense of hierarchization, 
and therefore inequality (see below), among them (Beaverstock et al.  2002 : 111 – 32). 
However, as Friedman  (1986, 1994)  notes, there are other important inequalities to 
take into consideration. For one thing, as one descends his list of cities, and the 
countries in which they exist, we encounter more and more deprived, marginal, 
even subsistence economies in which people in general fare far worse than those in 
the world cities at the top of the list. For another, there are many other cities, even 
large cities, in the world that do not make any  “ top ten ”  lists and their economies 
are likely to be in even worse shape. Furthermore, even the global cities are likely 
to have internal inequalities, with the well - to - do living in elite areas of the cities, 
while the poor are likely to live in inner - city ghettos (more the America pattern) or 
in suburban squatter housing (more the European and Latin American pattern). 
The key cities are much more tied into the world economy than the hinterlands, 
with the result that those who live in the latter are more likely to be isolated from 
that economy and therefore less likely to be well - off than those who reside in 
the cities. 

 Why are global/world cities still important in a supposedly fl at world of 
computer - enhanced telecommunications (Friedman  2005 )? Since everyone can, at 
least theoretically, have access to this system from anywhere, the world ’ s great cities 
should cease to be so important. However, contradicting the fl at world thesis once 
again, these cities remain important. The cities are, in effect,  “ hills, ”  if not  “ moun-
tains, ”  that are yet another factor giving the lie to the idea of a fl at world. In fact, 
beyond their continued centrality in the global economy, these cities tend to be the 
centers for the various aspects of the telecommunications industry, as well as the 
places where the most important innovations take place. 

 Increasingly, global/world cities can be seen, following Castells  (2000) , as key 
nodes in a variety of networks and fl ows. In fact, leaders in those cities compete to 
make their city a central node in one or more fl ows and networks. For example, one 
type of fl ow is that of people, especially airline passengers. Cities compete with each 
other to become hubs for airlines, that is central nodes where many fl ights connect 
and through which many passengers fl ow. It is relatively easy to quantify the number 
of passengers passing through such nodes and thereby to determine whether a city 
has been successful in becoming a central node, at least in this particular fl ow (Choi, 
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Barnett, and Bum - Soo  2006 : 81 – 99). This means, of course, that locales (e.g. airport 
hubs) remain important, even in a world increasingly dominated by networks and 
fl ows (Yeoh  2006 : 150 – 2). 

 Some have argued that the global, or world, city network is of such great impor-
tance that it can be equated with globalization (Timberlake and Ma  2007 : 254 – 71). 
While it is clear that cities, especially global/world cities, are important in global-
ization, this is clearly a bit of hyperbole, especially given the many different aspects 
of globalization discussed throughout this book. 

 A major empirical study of the world - city system demonstrated that there 
is a fairly strong hierarchy among world cities and a small number of them 
have a monopoly on power and prestige (Alderson and Beckfi eld  2004 : 811 – 51). 
At the top in this study were the cities most often identifi ed as world 
cities  –  New York, London, and Tokyo. However, this research indicated that 
Tokyo may be more powerful than is usually thought and Paris may need 
to be considered as being in the fi rst rank of world cities. There is also a 
strong relationship between the power and the prestige of a world city; that is, 
cities with power also tend to rank high in prestige. World cities tend to 
be differentiated between  “ core ”  and  “ peripheral ”  cities, with the former being 
far more central to the global system. There is also a strong relationship 
between the position of world cities and the nation - states in which they exist in 
terms of the degree to which both exist in the core or in the periphery of the world 
system. 

  Cities: the  m ain  l ocus of  g lobal  p roblems 
 While global or world cities are generally rich, powerful, prestigious, and the 
main benefi ciaries of globalization (for example, the income and other benefi ts 
derived from being at the heart of global fi nancial fl ows), it is also the case 
that cities, including the global or world cities, are especially hard hit by a wide 
range of global problems. Among other things, it is the world ’ s cities that have 
been the targets of major terrorist attacks; the destination for large numbers of 
immigrants, many of them illegal, who are impoverished and in need of public 
assistance; the settings where large numbers of those affected by global health prob-
lems are likely to end up in search of medical help, and so on. Thus, according to 
Bauman ( 2003 : 101),  “  cities have become dumping grounds for globally forgotten 
problems . ”  

 In spite of their global nature and source, dealing with these problems becomes 
a local city problem; it is a political problem for the city. This represents a huge 
diffi culty for city offi cials who often lack the economic resources to even begin to 
deal with many of these problems. Furthermore, since the sources are global, 
whatever city offi cials seek to do is doomed to failure. Thus, for example, the 
Mayor of London is helpless in dealing with the roots of terrorism in the tribal 
territories of Pakistan, the global epidemic of HIV/AIDS, or the air pollution 
 being generated in nearby cities on the Continent. To quote Bauman ( 2003 : 102) 
again:  “  Local politics  –  and particularly urban politics  –  has become hopelessly 
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overloaded.  ”  While all large cities face great, perhaps overwhelming, problems, it is 
the large and impoverished cities in the South that are the most affected by such 
problems.    

  CHAPTER SUMMARY 

 This chapter analyzes inequality among societies, as it relates to race, ethnicity, and 
gender, as well as some of the ways in which it is manifest in rural and urban areas. 

 One major form of inequality relates to economics. In this context, Paul 
Collier focuses on the poorest billion people, nearly 70 percent of whom reside 
in Africa. There also exists a signifi cant global digital divide, with the poor lacking 
access not only to computers and the Internet, but also to basic infrastructure 
such as electricity. This contributes to a widening economic divide between 
the North and the South. Language represents another barrier for the poor in 
the South, since 80 percent of the content on the Internet is in English. The world ’ s 
poor are also forced to handle a large proportion of the world ’ s highly dangerous 
e - waste. 

 A major consequence of inequality is an increase in migration, especially South -
 to - North and South - to - South migration. This movement may be the result of push 
factors such as wars and other political crises, as well as pull factors such as better 
work and pay. South - to - South migration is likely to increase in the face of stricter 
controls over migration to the North. South - to - South migrants are generally poorer 
and more rural as compared to the South - to - North migrants. 

 All majority and minority statuses involve social defi nitions. As a result these 
statuses tend to differ, with variations in social defi nition from one locale to another 
and over time. For instance, there is nothing intrinsically distinctive about any racial 
or ethnic group that distinguishes it from others  –  these are fl uid categories that are 
socially defi ned. 

 While some argue that globalization poses a threat to ethnic identities, they may 
in fact be reinforced by resistance to global pressures toward homogenization of 
identity. Indeed, globalization and the creation of ethnicity may be seen as part of 
the same modern process. Greater ethnic diversity within nation - states has increased 
the possibility of ethnic confl ict within their confi nes. Various methods may be 
adopted to  “ deal ”  with ethnic minorities in nation - states or other delimited areas. 
The most extreme involve genocide. 

 Racial minorities are sometimes seen as subhuman and destructive of not only 
human values but human life. Globalization has aggravated race relations in many 
developed countries. As a result of massive international migration, most developed 
industrial societies have become increasingly diverse in terms of racial (and ethnic) 
composition. This rapid infl ux can lead to racism and xenophobia. 

 Globalization reinforces gender structures, barriers, and relationships. A key 
aspect of globalization has been the transformation of the nature of economic activ-
ity. Women are found disproportionately in low - paying, part - time, and temporary 
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jobs in both developed and less developed countries. The increasing participation 
of women in both the formal and informal paid labor force has been termed the 
feminization of labor. In developing economies, this may be accompanied by 
the feminization of poverty as well as female proletarianization. It is also accompa-
nied by an increase in female migration. A large part of this migration takes place 
in illegal and informal ways, leaving female laborers vulnerable to discrimination, 
exploitation, and abuse. 

 The chapter also explores the rural – urban differentiation and its relationship to 
globalization. Globalization has deeply altered North – South relations in agricul-
ture. For instance, the relations of agricultural production have been altered due to 
the rise of global agribusiness and factory farms. In this scenario, the South pro-
duces non - traditional products for export, and becomes increasingly dependent on 
industrialized food exports from the North. Consequently, this leads to a replace-
ment of the staple diet as well as the displacement of local farmers. As commercial 
agriculture replaces local provisioning, the relations of social production are also 
altered. Rural economies are exposed to low prices and mass migration. 

 Sassen uses the concept of global cities to describe the three urban centers of 
New York, London, and Tokyo as economic centers that exert control over the 
world ’ s political economy. World cities are categorized as such based on the global 
reach of organizations found in them. Not only are there inequalities between these 
cities, there also exist inequalities within each city. Alternatively, following Castells, 
these cities can be seen as important nodes in a variety of global networks. 

 Although cities are major benefi ciaries of globalization, they are also the most 
severely affected by global problems. Therefore the city faces peculiar political prob-
lems, wherein it is often fruitlessly seeking to deal locally with global problems.  

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

      1.   Examine the trend toward inequality within nations in the context of 
globalization.   

   2.   Examine the impact of global fl ows on ethnicity and nationality.   

   3.   Analyze the impact of global fl ows and structures on gendered social relations, 
particularly in the global South.   

   4.   Examine the impact of global fl ows on race relations.   

   5.   Can the success of the women ’ s movement be a model for other minority groups 
seeking to combat the negative effects of globalization?   

   6.   Examine the gap between rural and urban areas across the globe. How is that gap 
affected by global fl ows?   

   7.   Discuss the impact of global fl ows on the agricultural sector.      
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 The reader should fi nd several things jarring about the title of this fi nal chapter. 
First, there appears to be a lot going on, seemingly too much, in one 
chapter. In addition, the fi rst part of the title of this chapter seems to imply 

that there is a broad consensus that globalization is problematic and, as such, needs 
to be dealt with and/or resisted. While there are many throughout the world who 
 do  see globalization in this way, many others are quite content with it, and there 
are even some who extol its virtues. Thus, the title and focus of this chapter should 
 not  be interpreted to mean that there is universal consensus that globalization is 
problematic. 

 Another prefatory remark is needed. As we have seen throughout this book, and 
pointed out on several occasions, there is no one globalization, there are many 
globalization s . Thus, there is no single phenomenon, no single globalization, to 
be dealt with; to be resisted. Almost everyone would want to deal with or resist 
the globalization of crime, but most would be quite happy to see further global-
ization of the distribution of pharmaceuticals, for example, the  “ cocktail ”  needed 
to treat AIDS. Within the economy, there are huge differences in the way people 
respond to great concentrations of wealth in comparison to the ever - escalating 
ability to distribute goods and services globally. The former may need to be 
dealt with or resisted, but most would want to see the latter encouraged further. 
Thus, as we discuss various coping mechanisms in this chapter, we need to keep 
in mind which globalization, or which aspect of it, is being dealt with and/or 
resisted. 

 The same point applies to the third topic of this chapter  –  the future of global-
ization  –  there is  no  single future for globalization. Because there are many 
globalization s , there are many futures. While we will need to make do with a 
few generalizations about the future of globalization and of a few of the global-
ization s , the reader should also keep this in mind.  

  DEALING WITH GLOBALIZATION 

 Given limited space, this section will only cover dealing with the economy, the 
polity, and health care. 

  Dealing with the Global Economy 

 From the perspective of that which needs to be responded to, no issue gets more 
attention, undoubtedly mainly because of the profound economic inequality in the 
world, than the economy. This is especially true today as many around the world 
attempt to deal with the profound economic disruptions caused by the Great 
Recession. We examine three broad ways of responding to/resisting economic 
globalization. 
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  Protectionism 
 Trade exists, of course, within nations (among individuals, companies, and so on) 
but it is of particular interest here because it occurs globally, and at an accelerating 
rate in the era of globalization. There has been a general consensus that the free 
fl ow of global trade benefi ts the nations engaged in it. Yet trade, especially free trade, 
has its critics and there are those who seek to restrict trade through barriers  –  
protectionism  –  of one sort or another (Mann and Pluck  2007 : 1159 – 66). 

  Protectionism , or more specifi cally trade pro-
tectionism, is  “ a policy of systematic government 
intervention in foreign trade with the objective 
of encouraging domestic production. This 
encouragement involves giving preferential 
treatment to domestic producers and discriminating against foreign competitors ”  
(McAleese  2007 : 1169 – 74). There are various ways to protect and encourage domes-
tic production including tariffs and quotas on foreign imports. Domestic produc-
tion can be helped more directly through export subsidies (widely used in American 
agriculture) and more indirectly by such policies as tax relief to producers. 
Protectionism has existed since the mercantilist era (1500 – 1800), as well as the early 
days of the Industrial Revolution, and has been practiced by almost every nation 
(Chorev  2007 ). It reached something of a peak following the onset of the Depression 
in 1929. However, following the end of WW II, and as a result of GATT (1947), 
and later the founding of the European Economic Union (1958), the tide began to 
shift away from trade protectionism and toward trade liberalization (Tan  2007 : 
735 – 9). This led the way toward the great expansion of foreign trade and 
investment.    

 A broad consensus emerged that protectionism did not work, but nonetheless it 
continued to be practiced by many nations and in various economic sectors. Trade 
protection continued to coexist  –   very  uncomfortably  –  with trade liberalization. In 
spite of its rhetoric of trade liberalization, the United States, among others, was 
often accused of practicing protectionism (especially in agriculture). And, the US, 
in turn, often accused many other nations, most notably China and Japan, of con-
tinuing to engage in protectionism. 

 Many reasons have been put forth in defense of a protectionist policy, some as 
early as the pioneering work of Adam Smith  (1953) . Smith argued that it was legiti-
mate to protect a nation ’ s important defense industries, to impose a tax on foreign 
imports, to retaliate against a country imposing a tax on a given nation ’ s exports, 
and to use protectionism to ease the transition to a more liberal trading position. 
Other reasons that have emerged to legitimate protectionism include assisting in 
the birth of new industries (as the EU did in the case of Airbus), protecting such 
new industries as they develop, as well as more generally protecting new economies. 
In spite of these and other rationales, there was, given the ascendancy of neo - liberal 
economics, a decline in both the belief in, and the practice of, trade protectionism 
(at least until very recently). Nevertheless, various forms of protectionism remained 
in place and have been resurrected in various parts of the world, especially in the 

    Protectionism : Government intervention 
in order to encourage domestic 
production. 
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South, from time to time when the adverse effects of the global neo - liberal economy 
took center stage. 

 Trade protectionism declined because of a perception that its negative effects 
outweighed the benefi ts. First, those industries that receive protection tend, over 
time, to grow increasingly ineffi cient. They seem to require the competition brought 
about by free trade to hone their operations. It clearly is not in a nation ’ s interest 
to support ineffi cient industries, at least in the long run. Second, protectionism not 
only discourages imports, but also exports because the tariffs on imported 
components raise the cost of production to industries in the nation engaging in 
protectionism. This leads to increases in prices and tends to make a protectionist 
nation ’ s exports less competitive, especially compared to those of nations without 
the kinds of trade barriers that tend to raise costs. Third, the protected industries 
have little interest in, and motivation for, innovation; their protected position 
makes innovation unnecessary. Fourth, protectionism tends to lead, especially in 
developing nations (but not, historically, in the US), to a focus on manufacturing 
with the result that agriculture is adversely affected, or at least not similarly advan-
taged. Such countries are highly dependent on their agriculture for subsistence and 
its decline can have disastrous consequences for the population as a whole. 

 Interestingly, those nations that have restricted imports (engaged in protection-
ism) tended to suffer more from protectionism than those countries (the  “ victims ”  
of protectionism) that were impeded from exporting to those nations. Thus, the US, 
for example, would gain more from eliminating its protective agricultural policies 
than would those nations that would then be freer to export their products to the US. 

 While trade liberalization became dominant, especially in the hegemonic neo -
 liberal perspective, there continued to be pressures toward protectionism. On the 
one hand, developed nations often wanted trade protection because of fear that 
inexpensive imports from less developed countries would destroy indigenous 
industries. On the other hand, less developed countries often complained about 
continuing trade barriers in developed nations and about pressures on them (but 
 not  developed countries) by the IMF and the World Bank to liberalize  –  and rapidly 
 –  much of their economy. Furthermore, less developed countries often felt that as 
a result of trade liberalization they were engaged with other less developed nations 
in a  “ race to the bottom ”  (see Chapter  4 ) in which they competed with one another 
to produce more at lower cost for the developed world. Instead, of their standard 
of living improving as a result of trade liberalization, they frequently found that it 
was at best stable and more likely in decline. 

 In spite of these, and other, issues, the trend for many years after the end of WW 
II was certainly in the direction of trade liberalization. However, there were critics 
who argued that trade liberalization really didn ’ t offer the benefi ts it was supposed 
to and that it disproportionately helped the developed rather than the less devel-
oped nations. Some, especially in the South, saw trade liberalization as part of 
neo - liberal economics designed to help the richer nations at their expense. In spite 
of such arguments and views, there were few in those days anywhere in the world 
who would have argued for a resurrection of full - scale trade barriers. 
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 There are a large number of factors that explain periodically renewed calls for 
increased protectionism (Reuveny and Thompson  2001 : 229 – 48)  –  for example, 
shocks to the economic system, a long - term shift from one system to another (from 
agrarian to industrial), the preferences of voters and the politicians they elect, the 
use of protection to further a nation ’ s foreign policy objectives and the interests of 
one ’ s allies, the absence of a free - trade ideology and the persistence of an ideology 
favoring protectionism, reciprocity because of protectionism practiced by another 
nation, and so on. These and other factors continued to foster protectionism, but 
they were subordinated, at least at the time, to the global triumph (not without deep 
and continuing resistance) of neo - liberalism and trade liberalization. Nonetheless, 
resentment toward trade liberalization, as well as the ways in which it seemed to 
benefi t the rich nations and disadvantage the poor, continued to stimulate efforts 
at protectionism, especially in less developed nations. For their part, the rich nations 
generally wished to retain their positions and were often hostile to the advantages 
(e.g. lower wages) industries in less developed nations had over their own industries. 
Thus, there were pressures in  both  developed and less developed nations to retain, 
or re - impose, trade barriers even in a global economy increasingly characterized by 
trade liberalization. 

 The onset of the Great Recession led to a widespread questioning of the neo -
 liberal model of free and unregulated trade. As in the Great Depression, there was 
a resurgence of interest in protectionism as a way of warding off the worst effects 
of the recession. Thus, as mentioned previously, President Barack Obama ’ s 2009 
stimulus plan involved a  “ buy American ”  provision. That is, public works and 
building projects that used funds derived from the plan were to use goods and 
materials, including iron and steel, made in the US. Similar positions were being 
taken elsewhere in the world. How far various nations move in the direction of 
greater protectionism depends to a large degree on how long the recession lasts and 
how deep it gets. Whatever happens, the increased use of protectionism fi ts with 
the general orientation of this book because protectionism is being used as a  barrier  
in an attempt to ward off the worst effects of the  negative fl ows  associated with a 
deep global recession.  

  Fair  t rade 
 Taken to its logical extreme, trade protectionism implies a rejection of the global 
economy, especially in its neo - liberal form. However, there are less extreme ways 
of dealing with inequities in the global economy and one of them is  “  fair trade  ”  
(Nicholls and Opal  2005 ; Stiglitz and Charlton  2005 ; Raynolds, Murray, and 
Wilkinson  2007 ; Zacca ï   2007 ; Stehr  2008 ), which stands in opposition to the  “ free 
trade ”  that is at the heart of neo - liberalism. 

  Fair trade  is defi ned by the International Fair 
Trade Association as a  “ concern for the social, 
economic and environmental well - being of mar-
ginalized small producers ”  (Downie  2007 : C1 –
 C5). In contrast to the purely utilitarian 

 Fair trade : Concern for the social, 
economic, and environmental well - being 
of marginalized small producers.
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orientation of neo - liberalism, fair trade is oriented toward a more  moral  and  equi-
table  global economic system. It is concerned with:       

    •      creating direct relationships between producers, usually in the South, and con-
sumers, ordinarily in the North;  

   •       “ establishing more just prices ” ; price should not be set simply by the  “ free ”  
market, but by what is just as far as producers, and the social and ecological 
environment in which they live and work, are concerned; price is not to be set 
by the  “ market ”  but negotiated openly, transparently, and equally by producers 
and those who seek to acquire what they produce; each should seek to under-
stand and accommodate the other ’ s needs;  

   •      protecting producers, especially farmers, from dramatic swings in prices for their 
products;  

   •      providing work for those, especially in the South, who are economically 
disadvantaged;  

   •      protecting workers ’  rights, including the right to unionize;  
   •      providing work that is safe and not exploitative of women and children;  
   •      engaging in environmentally sound practices; in sustainable production;  
   •      being sure that that which is produced is healthy to consume;  
   •      educating consumers and encouraging them to put pressure on producers to 

engage in fair trade practices.    

 While other parts of the developed world, especially Europe, have been great 
supporters of fair trade for some time, there are signs that interest in fair trade is 
fi nally growing in the US, as well. For example, in 2004 only 12 percent of Americans 
said they were aware of fair trade, but by 2006, 27 percent had become conscious of 
it. In terms of its share of, for example, the American coffee market, in 2006 fair 
trade coffee was 3.3 percent of the total (it was a fraction of 1 percent in 2000). 
In terms of specialty coffee sales in the US, fair trade rose from less than 1 percent 
in 2000 to over 7 percent in 2006. Chains such as Starbucks and Dunkin ’  
Donuts are buying more fair trade coffee and warehouse chains like Sam ’ s Club are 
stocking their shelves with more of it. Worldwide it is estimated that $2.2 billion 
dollars was spent on certifi ed fair trade products in 2006, up 42 percent from the 
preceding year. 

 Fair trade coffee serves to benefi t approximately 7 million people in the develop-
ing world, including Brazilian coffee growers who get at least $1.29 per pound of 
coffee beans compared to the current market price of $1.25. In order to qualify for 
the fair trade designation, a farmer must follow many rules on pesticide use, farming 
techniques, recycling, etc. While Brazilian farmers who meet fair trade standards get 
higher pay and a better standard of living, some coffee growers in other parts of the 
world do not gain nearly as much. For example, some Ethiopian farmers (as well 
as some from Columbia and Guatemala) grow the highest - quality beans, but they 
receive little more for these beans than the growers of lower - grade Brazilian coffee. 
However, these high - quality beans become gourmet brands in Starbucks and other 
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outlets and sell at a premium. In other words, Starbucks makes a higher profi t on 
such coffee, but Ethiopian (and other) coffee farmers see little or none of it. It is 
estimated that a coffee farmer receives barely one cent from a $5.00 cup of specialty 
coffee sold at Starbucks (Chanda  2007 : 92). 

 Fair trade is the popular term for the more formal idea of  “ alternative trade 
schemes ”  (McMichael  2007 : 32 – 5). Such schemes have a long history going back to 
WW II. They were built on the base of the sending of aid by England ’ s Oxfam 
to areas in Europe overrun by the Nazis. Faith - based organizations emerged out of 
this to import handicrafts from Eastern Europe, and later from less developed areas, 
to be sold directly to consumers in non - profi t (e.g. church - based) shops. In the 
1970s organizations like Traidcraft emerged. Traidcraft used  “ mail order and other 
social networking devices to connect producers in lesser - developed countries 
directly with conscientious consumers in the developed world ”  (Carducci  forth-
coming ). Interest in such schemes has expanded dramatically since the 1980s 
and 1990s with the growth of, and reactions against, neo - liberal economic 
globalization. 

 There are several global organizations involved in the fair trade movement 
including the International Fair Trade Association (IFAT), the Rainforest Alliance, 
as well as the Fairtrade Labeling Organization (FLO), formed in 1997 on the base 
of three organizations that had been involved in the European market.

  The FLO ’ s goal is to educate consumers to use their purchasing power as a weapon 
against the abuses of the corporate system. The certifi cation of fair trade practices, via 
a guaranteed superior (world) price, includes demands for representative associations 
of producers or workers to monitor labor conditions, protect worker rights, prohibit 
child and forced labor, promote safe and healthy working conditions, and sustain 
communities and environments.  (McMichael  2007 : 34)    

 Thus, for example, a Chilean farmer involved in growing bananas acquired FLO 
registration by  “ eliminating herbicide use, reducing chemical fertilizers, building 
democratic union procedures, raising wages, and establishing a fund, or  ‘ social 
premium, ’  set - aside for community projects such as housing improvement, electri-
fi cation, and environmental monitoring ”  (McMichael  2007 : 34). 

 Many products have become the focus of fair trade interest and concern, includ-
ing coffee (Linton, Chiayuan, and Shaw  2004 : 223 – 46; Jaffee  2007 ; Bacon et al.  2008 : 
259 – 64; Lewis and Runsten  2008 : 275 – 90) and bananas (mentioned above), cotton, 
wine (Moseley  2008 : 291 – 304), tea (Dolan  2008 : 305 – 18), and chocolate. 

 However, there are limits to, and problems with, fair trade: there are questions 
as to whether a fair trade system can really supply a mass global market (e.g. for 
coffee); it is diffi cult to see how fair trade can be used in the far more globally sig-
nifi cant area of mass - manufactured products; and while fair trade has made inroads 
among  “ enlightened ”  consumers in the developed world, it may be harder to get 
producers (and consumers) in the less developed world, given far more pressing 
problems, to buy into it.  
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  Helping the  “  b ottom  b illion ”  
 The most common way of looking at economic inequality in the world (indeed the 
way we introduced the issue in this chapter) is to focus on the differences between 
the North and the South, core and periphery, or between the developed and less 
developed areas of the world. However, Paul Collier  (2007)  argues that in making 
that gross distinction we ignore the poorest people in the world, what he calls  “ the 
bottom billion. ”  It is clear that if any population needs economic assistance, if any 
global economic problem needs to be dealt with, it is this one. There are several 
areas in which things can be done to improve the situation facing the bottom billion 
in the global age. 

 The fi rst is aid. While much of the world discussion focuses on economic aid, 
Collier tends to discount its importance. In the 2005 G8 summit at Gleneagles, 
Scotland, seven of the G8 nations (Russia refused to be involved) agreed to double 
their aid to Africa by 2010. However, there is cause to be dubious about these nations 
achieving this goal. Data from 2006 indicated that aid to Africa had increased only 
marginally (Germany), decreased (France, by 1 percent), and in one case decreased 
dramatically (Italy, by 30 percent) (Dugger  2007 : A8). Japan and Britain were on 
target to meet the goal and the US seemed to be moving in that direction. 

 In any case, Collier is not optimistic about aid  –  even if it is doubled  –  for a 
variety of reasons, including the fact that: 

   •      while some aid will help, the effect tends to diminish as aid increases;  
   •      the bureaucracies involved do not function well and tend to interfere with one 

another;  
   •      aid money tends to fl ow into dysfunctional areas such as the military;  
   •      it can stimulate civil wars by making the control of the government more 

valuable;  
   •      it has little effect on the lack of natural resources;  
   •      it has failed to improve transportation links;  
   •      it has rarely alleviated the problem of bad governance.    

 In spite of all this, it is possible that aid could help, but only in concert with other 
actions from the developed countries, especially the G8. 

 Military intervention can be useful in restoring order, maintaining peace after a 
confl ict ends, and preventing later military coups. While external military interven-
tion can be helpful, the militaries in the world ’ s poorest countries often make 
matters worse. For example, once in power through a coup, the military can demand 
(extort) huge sums of money. 

 Also of use are changes in laws and charters. Changes are needed in the laws of 
developed countries in order to better prevent their companies and banks from 
engaging in exploitative and corrupt practices (e.g. bribes) that adversely affect the 
bottom billion. International norms, standards, and codes which were largely devel-
oped in and for the developed countries need to be adapted and modifi ed (e.g. 
emphasizing greater transparency) to fi t the needs of the bottom billion. 
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 The marginalization of less developed nations can be reversed through trade 
policy. One course of action is the reduction and elimination of trade barriers (see 
above) in both developed countries (in part at least through unreciprocated barrier 
reduction within the WTO) and those that contain most of the bottom billion. The 
latter would need at least temporary trade protection until they were more competi-
tive economically. 

 It is interesting to note that Collier is  not  a big fan of fair trade. He sees it as a 
kind of  “ charity ”  to, for example, coffee growers in less developed countries. He sees 
it as even less benefi cial than straight aid because higher fair trade prices tend to 
keep people involved in what they have always done  –  that is, in this case, producing 
coffee. The problem is a lack of diversifi cation for the least developed countries, and 
fair trade serves to reinforce a single - minded focus on producing that which has 
served to lock such countries into poverty.   

  Dealing with Political Globalization 

 As was the case with economic issues, there is a near - endless array of things that 
can be done to deal with global political problems. Space constraints will limit us 
to the issues of accountability and transparency, as well as special attention to 
Transparency International (TI). 

  Accountability 
 In a world of increasingly global organizations, especially in this case political 
organizations, the issue of accountability (or lack thereof) is increasingly important 
(Germain  2004 : 217 – 42). On the one hand, all political organizations, including the 
nation - state, need to be held more accountable for their actions. On the other hand, 
the decline of the nation - state has freed various organizations (including political 
organizations) from the constraints of being embedded in it. With the nation - state 
of declining importance, or out of the picture, the issue arises of to whom or to 
what such organizations are to be held accountable politically (and in many other 
ways). Furthermore, there is the more practical problem of whether there is any way 
that political organizations can be held accountable. One route to ensuring account-
ability is to have enhanced surveillance over such organizations in order to be sure 
they operate not only in accord with their own rules and regulations, but also inter-
national norms about how such organizations should behave. Another route involves 
having more organizations and individuals involved in what these political organ-
izations do and involved in a greater dialogue and reciprocity with those who have 
a stake  –  the stakeholders  –  in political organizations.  

  Transparency 
 Organizations of all types, including, and perhaps especially, political organizations 
(including nation - states), are generally inclined to secrecy on many matters and this 
means that much of what they do is  not  transparent. Contemporary examples 
include the lack of transparency by Iran in terms of its nuclear weapons program, 



Dealing with, Resisting, and the Future of, Globalization  300

as well as by the US and Israel (which has never publicly revealed that it has a nuclear 
weapons program that has produced a number of nuclear weapons) over whether 
they have plans to attack Iran should it be shown to be getting close to obtaining 
nuclear weapons. 

 While much political secrecy remains, and this is also the case for many other 
types of organizations, one recent book on the topic concludes that transparency is 
growing. However, at the same time, it argues that transparency  “ is still surrounded 
by an ocean of opacity ”  (Holzner and Holzner  2006 : 336). Implied here is a histori-
cal and ongoing dialectic between transparency and secrecy (the deliberate with-
holding of information), as well as opacity (an absence of information). However, 
there is also a grand narrative offered describing a long - term increase in transpar-
ency. Three cases are compared  –  the United States, the European Union (with 
particular attention to the very different examples of Sweden and Greece), and 
Japan. Health care and the business world are two of the major contexts in which 
the dialectic is examined. Overall, while there are important differences, there is a 
general trend over time in the direction of greater transparency. 

 Some of the most interesting discussions deal with case studies  –  such as the 
Holocaust, World War II crimes, the Tuskegee syphilis study, and so on  –  which 
tend to show the deleterious effects of government secrecy. They also show the 
movement over time toward more open acknowledgment and discussion of these 
cases, as well as the ways in which they, and innumerable other heinous crimes, 
were greatly aided by the secrecy and opacity that surrounded them. 

 A variety of developments have aided in increased transparency, including tran-
snational justice systems and movements, international tribunals, civil society, and 
more specifi cally Transparency International.  

  Transparency International ( TI ) 
 Transparency International is an INGO founded in 1993 by Peter Eigen, who had 
become frustrated with his work at the World Bank. He felt he had been forbidden 
from addressing the issue of corruption in many nations throughout the world 
because it would adversely affect the image of the World Bank. As a result, at least 
in part, of this, Eigen left the World Bank and created TI, headquartered in Berlin, 
which now has about 100 national chapters. It focuses on combating corruption, 
especially by pushing for greater transparency (Florini  2007 : 1201 – 4). Along these 
lines in 1995 TI created the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). It is based on, and 
brings together, a number of studies of the perceptions of experts on corruption in 
their countries. Countries obtain scores ranging from zero (extreme corruption) to 
ten (no corruption). Later TI created the Bribe Payers Index in order to get at the 
propensity of companies from developed countries to bribe public offi cials in emerg-
ing market economies such as Brazil, Mexico, and Russia. Australia and Sweden were 
the least prone to such bribery, the US ranked in the middle (this contradicts the 
argument that the US is a paragon of virtue as far as corruption is concerned), and 
Russia was the most bribe - prone nation. The idea behind the publication of such 
indices is that greater public transparency about the breadth and depth of bribery 
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and other forms of corruption will lead to increased concern about them, and that, 
in turn, will lead to efforts to reduce them and their deleterious effects. 

 TI has been involved in other activities as well. It publishes  National Integrity 
Systems: The TI Source Book  (translated into many languages), offering local activists 
practical strategies for dealing with corruption and for developing greater transpar-
ency. It was also instrumental in negotiating an agreement among global banks to 
combat money laundering, providing small sums of money to those fi ghting cor-
ruption in less developed countries, as well as efforts to combat corruption and 
bribes that lead to environmental destruction (e.g. through deforestation). Overall, 
TI seeks a world free of corruption and with far greater transparency. However, 
there are various barriers to the latter, with a notable one being the global concern 
over terrorism which is leading to greater secrecy and opacity, and these, in turn, 
tend to feed greater corruption.    

  RESISTING GLOBALIZATION 

 Globalization, or rather globalizations, has/have created enemies and generated 
resistance for innumerable reasons. One broad view on this is that resistance has 
arisen because, for much of the world, globalization has not delivered on its prom-
ises (Cohen  2006 ). It has served to raise the expectations of many, but not afforded 
them the wherewithal even to begin to fulfi ll those expectations. Billions throughout 
the world, especially the  “ bottom billion, ”  continue to lack the infrastructure  –  
schools, roads, telephone lines  –  needed to start to move toward fulfi lling those 
expectations. Worse, they often lack the bare necessities needed to survive  –  food, 
water, shelter, safety, and so on. 

 In addition, Daniel Cohen argues that the less developed world has, in effect, 
been disenfranchised. In those cases where parts of that world have been able to 
obtain Northern innovations  –  telephone, television, Internet  –  they often fi nd 
themselves feeling as if these technologies have been imposed on them; that they 
have no role in the creation of these technologies. A more just world would be one 
in which people from every part of the globe contribute to these developments as 
well as to human destiny in general. 

 Thus, globalization produces critics, opponents, and  “ enemies ”  and it is they who 
are most likely to resist globalization. Cohen, for example, identifi es two broad 
enemies of globalization. The fi rst is the enemies of Westernization (he identifi es 
the  “ mullahs ”  of the world with this position and therefore with Huntington ’ s think-
ing on the war of civilizations; see Chapter  7 ). The second is those who are opposed 
to capitalism and who see much of globalization as motivated by, and advancing, 
capitalism (this is in tune with the kind of global class struggle discussed by Marx 
and various Marxists). To Cohen, both sets of enemies are unifi ed in the view that 
a world that they do not want (Western or capitalistic) is being imposed on them. 

 Cohen ’ s argument is a useful beginning, but it is limited in several ways. Most 
importantly, he makes the mistake of reducing globalization to economic and 
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geo - political globalization; as we know, there are many globalizations. The latter 
leads us to the realization that there are also many other types of enemies of other 
kinds of globalization (e.g. Slow Food ’ s opposition to global fast food), and they 
engage in a wide range of actions designed to resist them. Restricting our sense of 
globalization limits much else about our understanding of this process, including 
the myriad forms taken by resistance to it. 

 While globalization is seemingly omnipresent, resistance to it has grown dra-
matically in recent years and in some cases (e.g. the World Social Forum) it, too, 
has become globalized. A wide variety of specifi c aspects of globalization have 
become the focus of resistance movements. These include the exploitation of indig-
enous labor by MNCs, the adverse effect on the environment of actions taken in 
the developed world (e.g. global warming), the threats posed by global culture to 
indigenous culture, and so on (Kahn and Kellner  2007 : 662 – 74). 

 Resistance, like globalization itself, must be seen as being highly complex, con-
tradictory, and ambiguous, ranging from the radically progressive (the positions 
taken by the World Social Forum and its participants) to the reactionary and con-
servative (including frontier - style self - determination, isolationism, fundamental-
ism, neo - fascism, and ultra - nationalism). In addition to making immediate gains, 
the resistance movement could constitute the beginning of a global civil society, of 
a new public sphere, that might uphold such progressive values as autonomy, 
democracy, peace, ecological sustainability, and social justice. While the forces that 
resist globalization have tended to portray globalization in a negative light (as, for 
example, being top - down, neo - liberal capitalism, imperialism, and terror war; 
involving the McDonaldization of the planet, creating disequilibrating social 
changes, and so on), they are themselves products of globalization that often survive 
by using such globe - straddling technologies as the Internet. 

 There is some debate over what to call the groups that resist globalization. 
Historically, they have been seen as constituting the anti - globalization movement, 
but as we saw above and previously, the problem with that label is that the resistance 
groups themselves are often global in scope and their orientations and actions make 
them very much a part of globalization. For another thing, the movement is not, as 
we have seen, opposed to all aspects of globalization; to all globalization s . It is 
opposed to  some  varieties of globalization (e.g. neo - liberal economic globalization) 
and not to others (e.g. the global spread of human rights in the political realm). 

 As a result, it is better to think of these resistance movements as part of global-
ization from below (or alter - globalization), and as such they stand in opposition to 
globalization from above. The latter would include the globalizing efforts of neo -
 liberal economic systems, of MNCs, of aggressively expanding nation - states, of large 
and proselytizing religions, of McWorld, and the like. These efforts involve global-
ization from above since they emanate from powerful entities and are imposed on 
those with less or little power (they involve grobalization; see Chapter  7 ). 

 The heart of the resistance to globalization lies in individuals, groups, and organ-
izations that we associate with globalization from below. It arises among those who 
are, or feel they are, wronged or oppressed by globalization from above (e.g. the 
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Zapatistas [Gilman - Opalsky  2008 ] in Chiapas, Mexico), or among organizations 
supported more by those who come from the same social classes as those involved 
in globalization from above (e.g. the members of an INGO like the Rainforest 
Alliance or Greenpeace), but which seek to represent the interests of those who are 
adversely affected by it. Their actions often translate into opposition to neo - liberal 
globalization, or the  “ Washington consensus. ”  They also involve opposition to global-
ization, especially economic globalization, stemming from the West in general, and 
the US in particular. And there is opposition to the main IGOs involved in global-
ization  –  the World Bank, the IMF, the WTO  –  as well as more regional efforts such 
as NAFTA. More positively, the movement seeks a more democratic process of 
globalization; one that actively involves those from  “ below. ”  It also seeks greater 
justice in globalization  –  a fairer and more just process of globalization; it is the 
global justice movement (Brooks  2008 ). 

 While the above emphasizes globally active groups and organizations, global-
ization from below also occurs at various other levels (Mittelman  2004 : 24). 
Individuals can take an array of actions that serve to resist the aspects of global-
ization that they oppose. Examples include Jos é  Bov é  and his actions in France 
against the expansion of McDonald ’ s, individuals refusing to buy global products 
(e.g. Coca - Cola), refusing to buy coffee in global chains of coffee shops (e.g. 
Starbucks), or refusing to shop in Wal - Mart because its ruthless commitment to 
low prices often translates into low - wage work in the South (the latter is one of the 
 “ high costs of low price ” ). There are also small, more locally active, grassroots groups 
that oppose global ization, or at least some aspects of it. These may develop into the 
kind of globally active groups and organizations discussed above, but they can also 
remain wholly local phenomena (see below). 

 As mentioned above, while we often associate globalization from below with the 
left, there are less visible, more right - wing elements involved in this movement. 
First, there are groups (e.g. the Scottish National Party) that represent a kind of 
 “ frontier ”  mentality, emphasizing self - determination, and which, as a result, oppose 
global efforts to limit their freedom or to impinge on their territory. Second, 
there are other groups (e.g. the America First Party) that can be thought of as iso-
lationists, which seek to protect the borders of their nation and to limit its (and 
their) involvement in global processes. Third, there are religious fundamentalists 
(e.g. the Taliban in Afghanistan) who seek a return to (at least their vision of) a 
pure version of their religion, and resist global processes that they think are a threat 
to that purity. And there is an array of other groups and organizations that would 
fi t into this category, including those with ultra - nationalist and neo - fascist 
orientations. 

 Today, globalization from below includes many individuals, groups, social move-
ments (Jackie Smith  2008 ), and issues from every part of the world. Many have ties 
to one another, but they are generally very weak ties (although  “ weak ties ”  can be 
quite strong and very useful [Granovetter  1973 : 1360 – 80]), and overall they form 
a very loose system. It is a highly fl uid system and it is continually changing its style, 
messages, and constituencies. 
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 Of great and growing importance today is the technopolitics of global resistance, 
especially use of the Internet. These are new terrains for political struggle and places 
where new voices can be heard. Use of these technologies tends to be highly 
democratic and generally decommodifi ed. They create domains where campaigns 
can be waged against global corporations. Wholly or primarily web - based forms of 
resistance include McSpotlight, the Clean Clothes Campaign, the campaign waged 
in 2004 that led to the ousting of a pro - Iraq war regime in Spain, and the paradig-
matic globalization - from - below activities in Seattle in 1999 which led to the forma-
tion of the Independent Media Center and later Indymedia.com. Mention should 
also be made in this context of the  “ hacktivists ”  who can create, and have created, 
havoc on the Internet and perhaps one day will cause a  “ digital Pearl Harbor. ”  

 There are several theories that relate to this resistance, many of which have been 
covered at one or more points in this book. They include Karl Polanyi ’ s ideas on 
countermovements; Antonio Gramsci ’ s thinking on hegemony/counter - hegemony; 
and Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri ’ s thinking on empire/multitude. While they 
are all of use in thinking about resistance, they have all been found wanting as 
complete explanations of this resistance for one reason or another. There are those 
who see the need for more complex and critical theories of global resistance. 
Furthermore, such theories need to avoid the extremes of  “ globophobia ”  (Kahn and 
Kellner  2007 : 662 – 74). 

  Local Resistance 

 The actions of local groups or communities face severe limitations in terms of their 
chances of having an impact on globalization from above. Their major problem is 
that while they are largely local in nature, the problems they are confronting (e.g. 
global warming) are often global in scope and have their sources perhaps half - way 
around the world. There is little or no way in which such groups, acting alone and 
in isolation, can have much of an impact on such global issues (although alliances 
among a number of them would fare better [Saguier  2007 : 251 – 65]). 

 One example of resistance undertaken by a small, local community (Hall and 
Fenelon  2008 : 1 – 11) involves the Amungme and Kamoro peoples of Papua, 
Indonesia, and their resistance to the world ’ s largest gold and copper mine, Freeport 
McMoRan Copper  &  Gold (Abrash  2001 : 38 – 44). Before Freeport arrived in 1967, 
the two peoples had been involved in a subsistence economy based on agriculture, 
fi shing, hunting, and the use of products derived from the forest. Freeport displaced 
many of these people and forced them to resettle elsewhere. The company seized 
and despoiled their land and resources. There is also evidence of torture, rape, disap-
pearance, and even murder. Adding to the disruptions caused by the company itself, 
thousands of migrants found their way there in search of the jobs created in and 
around the mine and they brought with them different customs and ways of life. 
Freeport, and all the developments in and around it, disrupted what the locals con-
sidered a harmonious relationship among people, the environment, and their ances-
tral spirits. The Amungme consider at least part of the area being mined to be sacred. 
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 Local protests began soon after the arrival of Freeport in 1967. Among the mecha-
nisms employed by the locals were the positioning of Amungme  “ taboo sticks ”  
around a Freeport base camp, public demonstrations, sit - ins, and attempts at open 
dialogue with the company. Some modest concessions were made (e.g. Freeport 
agreed to construct schools and clinics), but the fundamental problems remained. 
In 1996 the Amungme brought two civil suits against Freeport in US federal and 
state courts. They have also appealed to, among others, the US government, the 
Indonesian government, and even directly to the shareholders of the company. 
There have been additional concessions by the company over time (e.g. job training, 
scholarships, land payments, and support for local businesses). Overall, however, 
these changes brought about by local resistance have not, at least until now, led to 
fundamental changes in activities undertaken by Freeport that are destructive to the 
local community. In the main, the most important players in this  –  the company 
and the government of Indonesia (as well as the US government)  –  have been largely 
unresponsive to local needs and interests.  

  A Social Movement? 

 Donatella della Porta, along with several colleagues, studied two specifi c Italian 
protests against globalization (della Porta et al.  2006 ). One involved protests against 
the G8 meeting in Genoa in July 2001, and the other involved protests during the 
European Social Forum in Florence in November 2002. The study examined 
the characteristics of the protesters, the networks of the organizations involved and 
their activities, and the relationship between those involved in the protests and their 
larger environment. 

 The key issue addressed in this study is whether the various groups involved in 
protests, and more generally in globalization from below, are suffi ciently organized 
and integrated to be considered a global social movement (Jackie Smith  2008 ). A 
social movement has the following characteristics:  “ networks of groups and activ-
ists, with an emerging identity, involved in confl ictual issues, using mainly uncon-
ventional forms of participation ”  (della Porta et al.  2006 : 234). The authors conclude, 
contrary to the views of most observers, that the groups  do  constitute a social move-
ment. A loose network of formal and informal organizations and groups has been 
sustained over time. This allows the authors to conclude that these disparate groups 
and organizations do form a global, or at least a transnational, movement in opposi-
tion to globalization from above. Two facts are crucial to this conclusion. First, 
there are frequent overlaps among individuals and organizations in various 
anti - globalization campaigns. Second, the interactions among the individuals and 
groups have intensifi ed over time. Thus, the authors conclude:  “ the results of our 
research seem to indicate that a movement on global justice is truly in the making ”  
(della Porta et al.  2006 : 233). 

 They also conclude that these are not only social movements, but they are also 
global in nature. First, large numbers of those involved  identify  themselves with a 
movement that is critical of the process of globalization, defi ne themselves as global 
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citizens, know about global developments, and express a sense of solidarity with the 
deprived in the world, especially in the South. Second, they engage in unconven-
tional  action  (e.g. street protests), and such action is increasingly aimed at global 
targets. Third, they have developed a global  organizational structure , especially via 
the Internet. Fourth, their  defi nition of the confl ict  is that it is global in scope. 

 The heart of these movements is  protest  and it is based on three logics. First, 
protest has at least the potential to cause  material damage  and merely this threat, 
let alone whatever damage may actually be caused, has great symbolic value. Second, 
protests require great  numbers  of people to participate. When the numbers are there, 
this demonstrates not only the strength of, but also the extent of the danger posed 
by, these movements to those in power. Finally, there is the logic of  witnessing  in 
that those involved engage in acts  –  e.g. civil disobedience  –  that constitute potential 
risks to them  –  they are putting their bodies, even their lives, on the line. 

 These social movements involve fl exible organizational forms and are involved 
in networks linked to a number of other networks. This looseness leads to the 
use of another term associated with globalization from below,  movement of move-
ments , which has come to be employed by a number of observers and analysts. Of 
course, perhaps the best term applied to all of this, one we have used on several 
occasions throughout this book, is alter - globalization. It refl ects, once again, the fact 
that many of these groups are themselves global in nature and that they are not 
opposed to globalization per se, but rather the way it (e.g. neo - liberalism) is prac-
ticed today.  

  More Formal Social Movements 

 Those who resist globalization often use globally similar  “ philosophical, bureau-
cratic, and technological defenses ”  (Niezen  2004 : 170). As a result,  “ over the long 
term they homogenize societies even further through globally similar struggles for 
recognition and self - determination. Both the ills and the remedies of modernity are 
rapidly becoming part of every cultural community. The cumulative effect of such 
global transformations has already been a reduction of possibilities for the expres-
sion of collective character ”  (Niezen  2004 : 170). The paradox here is that those who 
resist globalization may use techniques that serve to make them increasingly integral 
to that process. While this is less likely to be the case with highly local and informal 
social movements, it is much more likely with formal social movements, including 
those involved in globalization from below.  

  World Social Forum and Cyberactivism 

 The existence of the Internet has given those opposed to globalization in general, 
or some specifi c aspect of it, a powerful tool to mount their opposition on a regional 
and even a global basis. Indeed the origins of the anti - globalization movement at 
the WTO meetings in Seattle in late November 1999, as well as ensuing protests in 
Washington, DC (April 2000), Prague (September 2000), Genoa (July 2001), and 
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others, were based on cyberactivism. Further, the formation of the World Social 
Forum (WSF) (Fisher and Ponniah  2003 ; Sen et al.  2004 ) and its fi rst meeting in 
January, 2001, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, were also largely the result of such activism. 
Later, and much larger, meetings of the WSF in Porto Alegre and Mumbai (January 
2004) were even more dependent on cyberactivities. 

 The WSF was formed in 2001 as a reaction against the World Economic Forum, 
but it had other roots, as well, such as the 1999 protests against the WTO in Seattle. 
A key overall focus was the lack of democracy in global economic and political 
affairs. It was born of the idea that more needed to be done about this problem, 
and others, than protests. That is, there was a need for more positive and concrete 
proposals to deal with such issues (especially greater democracy [Jackie Smith 
 2008 ]) as well as a forum in which they could be generated. Its slogan has been 
 “ Another World Is Possible ”  (Teivainen  2007 : 1302 – 4). That is, there must be, and 
there is, an alternative to the neo - liberalism (Peter Smith  2008 : 13 – 33) that domi-
nates the world economically and politically. While the slogan is powerful, as yet 
the WSF has not gone much beyond it to produce actions that actually help make 
that world a reality. 

 The initial meeting of the WSF in Porto Alegre, Brazil (Byrd  2005 : 151 – 63), drew 
about 5,000 participants, and the number of participants grew to 100,000 at the 
2004 meetings in Mumbai, India, and in 2005 in Porto Alegre. In 2006 the meeting 
was decentralized and held on three continents, and many local, national, and 
regional meetings have developed. 

 The WSF is, by design, not a political movement or an actor, but merely an arena 
in which like - minded people can exchange ideas on global issues. The very diversity 
of those involved in the WSF makes the development of concrete political proposals, 
let alone actions, diffi cult. The WSF continues to struggle with this issue and its 
identity and role in globalization. 

 The WSF was formed initially and in large part on the basis of cyberactivism. 
The WSF is a huge social network and it should come as no surprise that cyberac-
tivism (as well as the WSF) is based on the  “ cultural logic of networking ”  including: 
the creation of horizontal ties and connections among diverse and autonomous 
elements; the free and open communication of information among and between 
those elements; coordination among the elements that is decentralized and involves 
directly democratic decision - making; and networking that is self - directed (Juris 
 2005 : 189 – 208). 

 A more specifi c case of the power of cyberactivism involves a series of events 
following the 1997 Asian fi nancial crisis, specifi cally in Indonesia where anger 
over the crisis was aimed at ethnic Chinese (Ong  2003 : 82 – 100). By May 1998, 
Chinese stores in Indonesia had been looted and burned and Chinese residents 
had been attacked and women raped. Vigilante groups were reported to have 
hunted Chinese, killed them, and paraded about with the victims ’  heads on the ends 
of spikes. The police were reported to have looked on. There has been a long history 
of anti - Chinese feeling in Indonesia, and the government, as well as the 
international community, has been seen by Chinese in Indonesia and around 
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the world as having done little or nothing to help the victims of anti - Chinese 
violence. 

 Beginning in August 1998, rallies against the violence against Chinese residents 
in Indonesia were held in many cities in the US, as well as in Canada, Australia, and 
Asia. These protests were made possible and coordinated through the creation of a 
website  –  Global Huaren (Global Chinese People)  –  and the formation of the World 
Huaren Federation. 

 There are something like 50 million people with Chinese ancestry in the Chinese 
diaspora and they are scattered throughout well over 100 countries in the world. 
And a large number of them are users of computers with access to the Internet. 
Their great numbers and their high level of computer literacy make them an ideal 
group to form a cyberpublic such as that involved in Global Huaren. 

 What Global Huaren did was, in effect, to create a global Chinese public where 
one did not exist before. Further, Global Huaren became an interesting global 
watchdog for Chinese interests. It was a disembedded organization, that is, it was 
not embedded in any particular geographic location; it existed solely on the Internet; 
it was a  “ virtual organization. ”  Another way of saying this is that it was a  placeless  
organization. That is, it existed in no single place; it had no headquarters. We are 
likely to see more such global organizations as access to the Internet continues to 
proliferate. 

 While one cannot quarrel with the objectives of Global Huaren, it should be 
noted that the Internet can easily be used to create, with only a few keystrokes, a 
global movement with nefarious objectives. Further, even if the objectives are high -
 minded, the information that is disseminated can be confusing and it can have a 
series of unanticipated consequences. 

 Resistance to globalization, or to some aspect of it (as in the case of ethnic 
Chinese being blamed for the economic crisis in Indonesia), can be largely or totally 
virtual, or it can take quite material forms, for example as in riots and in individual 
pronouncements and actions.  

  Is the Resistance to Globalization Signifi cant? 

 While resistance globally is generally strong and diverse, such resistance is to a large 
extent dismissed by the supporters of globalization and believers in its continued, 
if not inevitable, expansion. For example, in dismissing the opposition to global-
ization, de la Dehesa ( 2006 : 182) offers two  “ empirical truths ” :

  The fi rst is that those minorities, who are adversely affected by a phenomenon, or 
those who choose to protest, generally have the loudest voice, while those who benefi t 
tend to remain silent. The second is that it is mainly the best - organized groups  –  those 
that exert most pressure on decision - makers  –  that lead the debate. This often leaves 
less organized but majority groups out of the picture.   

 In other words, the opponents of globalization are dismissed as being a small 
number of well - organized loudmouths while the supporters represent a less well -
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 organized  “ silent majority. ”  Readers might keep this critique in mind as they think 
about this chapter and review in their minds the various forms of coping, opposi-
tion, and resistance to globalization discussed previously. 

 Of course, it remains to be seen what the effect of the Great Recession will be on 
resistance to globalization. It seems clear, however, that if the recession grows deeper 
and extends over a long period of time, it will spur much greater resistance to 
globalization.   

  THE FUTURE S  OF GLOBALIZATION 

 We close this book with a brief discussion of the future of globalization (Zedillo 
 2007 ), although as the heading makes clear, we are talking about a complex scenario 
that involves multiple futures for multiple globalizations (Turner  2007 : 675 – 92). To 
put it another way, since there is no single globalization, there can be no single 
future for it. But just as in the preceding sections of this chapter we have only been 
able to discuss a few of the methods of dealing with and resisting globalization, we 
can only touch on a few aspects of the future of globalization, or a few of the futures 
of a few globalizations. It would simply be impossible to offer an overview of the 
future of economic, political, educational, religious, sport, urban – rural, and demo-
graphic, to mention just a few, globalizations. Complicating matters is the fact that 
each of these broad areas encompasses a number of more specifi c globalizations. 
For example under the heading of the economy, we could discuss the future of neo -
 liberal economies, MNCs, the labor movement, consumption, and the economies 
of China, India, the US, EU, and on and on. 

 It is also worth noting that while the social sciences are pretty good at analyzing 
the past and even the present, their prognostications about the future are 
notoriously weak. The history of social thought is littered with wrong - headed 
(Marx on the collapse of capitalism, at least so far) and sometimes downright 
ridiculous (Auguste Comte on the coming of a new positivistic religion of which 
he would be supreme pontiff) predictions for the future. Given this history, 
the book will offer no bold predictions about the futures of globalizations, but 
rather will be content with some ruminations about, and some sketchy scenarios 
on, them. 

 Seemingly the most obvious conclusion to be drawn from all that has gone before 
in this book, and all that has happened globally in at least the late twentieth and 
early twenty - fi rst centuries, is that both globalization in general, and at least most 
globalizations, will continue and most likely grow and expand. This prediction 
seems safest within the economy which has globalized faster and farther than any 
other aspect of the social world. 

 However, various experts on the economy are not prepared to guarantee its 
future globalization. Jeffry Frieden points strongly to the fact that the previous 
epoch of economic globalization died with the outbreak of WW I. He is quite aware 
that globalization, especially economic globalization, did reemerge and grow 
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enormously in the last half of the twentieth century and into the early years of the 
twenty - fi rst century. And while this new phase of globalization has been extraord-
inarily powerful, Frieden does not believe that its future is necessarily assured 
(Frieden  2006 : 470 – 2). The major impediments, in his view, are political in nature 
and are likely to come from two sources. On the one hand, supporters of global-
ization and its markets want to gain greater control over it and its vagaries and 
diffi culties through better forms of global governance. On the other hand, critics of 
globalization see the need for greater accountability (see above) through the crea-
tion of various political institutions that can exercise greater control over those 
markets. Both of these involve external oversight, if not control, over the global 
economy, and, at least from a neo - liberal perspective, such external direction could 
spell the death knell for an economy which, from that perspective, operates best 
when it is left to its own devices. 

 However, the major threat to globalization appears to stem from the economy 
itself. As long as the state of the global economy is good, globalization is likely to 
thrive. However, economic catastrophes have in the past threatened and, in the case 
of the Great Depression, all but destroyed globalization. That threat is clearly with 
us again as the current great global fi nancial, credit, banking, and economic crisis 
rages. If the future of economic globalization is not assured, then it seems even more 
likely that one cannot unequivocally forecast continued growth and expansion of 
globalization more generally. 

 A grim, but slightly more optimistic, economic scenario is offered by Immanuel 
Wallerstein ( 2005 : 1263 – 78), noted for the creation of world - system theory, who 
looks at the future of the global economy in terms of three related issues. 

 First, can every part of the world in the not - too - distant future achieve the stand-
ard of living (as well as similar cultural and political institutions) of the most 
economically advanced and progressive nations in the world (e.g. Denmark)? That 
is, will we see economic and social equality in the future? Wallerstein responds in 
the negative. For one thing, he argues that the history of the world has always 
involved increases rather than decreases in inequality. For another, if a few countries 
and their industries can no longer monopolize productive activity,  “ the  raison d ’  ê tre  
of a capitalist world - economy will be undermined ”  (Wallerstein  2005 : 1268). The 
assumption is that capitalism cannot and will not permit its basic reason for being, 
and the inequality that underlies it, to be threatened. 

 Second, can the currently highly unequal world persist pretty much as it is? 
Wallerstein says no for two basic reasons. First, the ability of capitalism to 
accumulate capital is declining and this is weakening the political structures that 
are based on such accumulation. This is related to the second point and that is 
that the weakened states will increasingly be unable to control the rise of the  “ dan-
gerous classes. ”  Already, Wallerstein sees  “ spreading anarchy ”  in the twenty - fi rst 
century. 

 Third, what alternatives present themselves? Wallerstein foresees the likelihood 
of the collapse of the current world - system (that does seem more likely in the 
midst of the Great Recession), but what will replace it cannot be discerned with any 
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great precision, although the possibility of the development of less developed coun-
tries is more likely than ever before. Wallerstein sees more hope in social movements 
(e.g. those associated with the World Social Forum) than with the actions of nation -
 states. He sees these movements as best advised to push decommodifi cation. Such 
a process runs counter to the objectives of neo - liberalism and it can provide the 
base for an alternative political system. 

 Given the fact that Wallerstein is a Marxist, he can ’ t help but offer some hope for 
the future in a decommodifi ed economy that would be the basis for a different 
political system. However, since commodities lie at the base of the modern economy, 
it is not at all clear what kind of an economy a decommodifi ed economy would be 
and, whatever it is, whether it has any chance of success. 

  A  “ Mad Max ”  Scenario 

 At the most extreme, one observer foresees a global future that he calls a  “ Mad Max ”  
scenario (Turner  2007 : 675 – 92). This refers to a movie that dealt with an apocalyptic 
vision of the future with people thrown back into primitive and extremely violent 
ways of life. In fact, it could be argued that we are already beginning to see anticipa-
tions of this on the streets of cities in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, and so 
on. It could be that it is states without governments, non - states, such as Somalia, 
that offer the most extreme examples of the Mad Max scenario, where such a world 
is closest to, if not already, a reality. 

 The Mad Max scenario is made more likely, for larger portions of the global 
population, by a variety of ongoing trends: 

   •      ever - accelerating crises in the capitalist economy;  
   •      dramatically rising oil prices (while they have dropped recently, they seem sure 

to rise again soon, given limitations on supply) will contribute, among things, 
to higher prices of food, food shortages (already a  “ silent Tsunami ”  affecting 
perhaps 100 million people [Sullivan  2008 : A1, A13]), and riots, because of the 
increased cost of producing and transporting food of all sorts;  

   •      increasingly short supplies of oil will not only lead to higher prices, but battles 
and perhaps outright warfare over the declining number of functioning oil wells, 
oil reserves, and, perhaps, oil - producing countries;  

   •      population growth in less developed areas will lead to pitched battles over food 
that is available only in limited quantities;  

   •      declining supplies of fresh water will lead to similar battles between the  “ water 
haves ”  and the water  “ have - nots ” ;  

   •      rising sea water will displace large numbers of people from islands and coastal 
areas, with those from the latter moving inland where they will come into con-
fl ict with residents unwilling to give up, or even share, their territory;  

   •      nuclear exchanges that could lead to larger nuclear wars and possibly  “ nuclear 
winter. ”  Among the most likely nuclear combatants today are Israel and Iran, 
India and Pakistan;  
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   •      the collapse of a nuclear power (Pakistan would seem most likely) could lead to 
a series of events through which nuclear weapons would fall into the hands of 
rogues, or terrorists;  

   •      even the explosion in a major Northern city of a  “ dirty bomb ”  packed in a suit-
case would devastate that city, primarily through the creation of high levels of 
radiation that would linger for a long period of time making at least part of the 
city uninhabitable;  

   •      the detonation of such a suitcase bomb would lead to retaliation, likely involving 
nuclear weapons, against the presumed perpetrators.    

 There is no end to such bleak, Mad Max scenarios; there are undoubtedly many 
more that are not listed and have yet to be imagined. Any one of them, let alone 
some combination of them, has the potential to put an end to this era of global-
ization (if the Great Recession does not do it fi rst) in the same way that previous 
cataclysms  –  WW I and the Great Depression  –  ended an earlier global age.   

  CHAPTER SUMMARY 

 Globalization is not a single phenomenon, rather there are many globalizations. 
While some need to be resisted, others are welcome and should be encouraged. 
There are bound to be multiple futures for multiple globalizations. 

 There are three approaches to global economic resistance. Trade protectionism 
involves systematic government intervention in foreign trade through, for example, 
tariffs and non - tariff barriers, in order to encourage domestic producers and deter 
their foreign competitors. Although there exists a widespread consensus regarding 
its ineffi ciency, protectionism is still popular since it shields the domestic economy 
from systemic shocks. 

  “ Fair trade ”  is a different approach to economic globalization, which emerged 
as a counter to neo - liberal  “ free trade ”  principles. Fair trade aims at a more moral 
and equitable global economic system in which, for instance, price is not set by the 
market; instead it is negotiated transparently by both producers and consumers. 
While it is popular among consumers in the North, it has met only limited accept-
ance among producers. Its ability to supply a mass market and its applicability to 
manufactured products are also doubted. 

 The third form of resistance to economic globalization relates to helping the 
 “ bottom billion. ”  Increasing aid is only one of the many measures that are required. 
International norms and standards can be adapted to the needs of the bottom 
billion. The reduction of trade barriers would also reduce the economic marginal-
ization of these people and their nations. 

 Increased accountability and transparency are key issues in dealing with political 
globalization. All political organizations, at different levels, should be more account-
able for their actions; they are now surrounded by an  “ ocean of opacity. ”  Increased 
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transparency has been aided by various mechanisms such as transnational justice 
systems, international tribunals, civil society, and Transparency International. 

 Like globalization itself, resistance to globalization is multiple, complex, contra-
dictory, and ambiguous. This movement also holds the potential of emerging as the 
new public sphere, which might uphold progressive values such as autonomy, 
democracy, peace, ecological sustainability, and social justice. These forces of resist-
ance are themselves products of globalization and can be seen as  “ globalization from 
below. ”  The impetus for such a movement comes from individuals, groups, and 
organizations which are, or perceive themselves to be, oppressed by globalization 
from above (neo - liberal economic systems, aggressively expanding nations and 
corporations). They seek a more democratic process of globalization. However, 
globalization from below also involves less visible, more right - wing elements, such 
as the America First Party and the Taliban. 

 The World Social Forum (WSF) is centered on addressing the lack of democracy 
in economic and political affairs. However, the diversity of elements involved in the 
WSF hinders the development of concrete political proposals. A signifi cant infl u-
ence on the WSF has been that of cyberactivism, which is based on the  “ cultural 
logic of networking. ”  As well as  “ virtual movements ”  such as Global Huaren, posi-
tive resistance can take more material forms (e.g., riots). 

 Since there is no single globalization, the future is also multi - dimensional. Some 
foresee the continuing expansion of globalization both in general as well as in more 
specifi c globalizations. Others have a far more pessimistic vision of  “ Mad Max ”  
scenarios that could well end the current era of globalization.  

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

      1.   Discuss the contradictory and ambiguous nature of the resistance to globalization.   

   2.   Examine the three approaches to global economic resistance.   

   3.   Examine the concepts of accountability and transparency with respect to political 
globalization.   

   4.   What is  your ideal vision  of the future of globalization?   

   5.   In contrast to your ideal vision, what do you think is the  most likely future  of 
globalization?      
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 GLOSSARY      

     Americanization       is the import by non - Americans of products, images, technologies, practices, 
and behavior that are closely associated with America/Americans.  

  Asylum seekers       are refugees who seek to remain in the country to which they fl ee.  
  Autarky       is the turn inward of a nation - state in order to create as much economic self - suffi ciency 

as possible.  
  Civil society       is the process through which individuals negotiate, argue, struggle against, or 

agree with each other and with the centers of political and economic authority.  
  Colonialism       entails the creation by the colonial power of an administrative apparatus in the 

country (or geographic area) that has been colonized in order to run its internal affairs, 
including its settlements.  

  Creolization       involves a combination of languages and cultures that were previously unintel-
ligible to one another.  

  Cultural convergence       is when cultures are subject to many of the same global fl ows and tend 
to grow more alike.  

  Cultural differentialism       involves barriers that prevent fl ows that serve to make cultures more 
alike; cultures tend to remain stubbornly different from one another.  

  Cultural hybridization       is the mixing of cultures and the integration of the global and the local 
leading to unique combinations.  

  Cultural imperialism       indicates that one or more cultures impose themselves, more or less 
consciously, on other cultures thereby destroying local culture, in whole, or in part.  

  Dependency theory       is a body of work critical of the development project. It emphasizes that 
the development project contributed not to the development of the nation - states of the 
South, but more to a decline in their independence and to an increase in their dependence 
on the countries of the North, especially the US. Underdevelopment is not an aberrant 
condition, or one caused by the less developed nations themselves, but it is built into the 
development project itself (as well as into global capitalism).  

  Deregulation       is the commitment by nation - states to limit or eliminate restraints on the free 
market and free trade.  

  Deterritorialization       is the declining signifi cance of the geographic location in which culture 
exists.  

  Development       is a  “ project ”  that was primarily concerned with the economic development of 
specifi c nation - states, usually those that were not regarded as suffi ciently developed 
economically.  

  Diaspora       is the large - scale dispersal, dislocation, and deterritorialization of a population.  
  Double movement       is the coexistence of the expansion of the laissez - faire market and the 

reaction against it.  
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  Ecological modernization theory       argues that the economic and technological development 
favored by neo - liberal economists can go hand - in - hand with a decline in the negative 
effects on the environment that are the focal concerns of environmentalists.  

  Economic globalization       is the most well - known form of globalization and refers to growing 
economic linkages at the global level.  

  Empire       involves global dominance without a nation - state at its center; decentered global 
dominance.  

  Ethnic cleansing       involves various policies oriented to forcibly removing people of another 
ethnic group.  

  Ethnic group       is a social group defi ned on the basis of some cultural characteristic(s) .   
  Ethnoscapes       involve the actual movement, as well as fantasies about moving, of mobile 

groups and individuals (tourists, refugees, guest workers).  
  Export Processing Zones (EPZs)        are independent areas controlled by corporations and free 

of national control; an EPZ is denationalized.  
  Fair trade       is defi ned as a concern for the social, economic, and environmental well - being of 

marginalized small producers.  
  Feminization of labor       involves the increasing participation of women in both the formal and 

informal global paid labor force.  
  Financescapes       involve the processes by which huge sums of money move through nation -

 states and around the world at great speed through commodity speculations, currency 
markets, and national stock exchanges.  

  Flows       involve the movement of people, things, information, and places due, in part, to the 
increasing porosity of global barriers.  

  Foreign direct investment (FDI)       is investment by a fi rm in one nation - state in a fi rm in another 
nation - state with the intention of gaining control over it.  

  Free market        –  a free market is one which is allowed to operate free of any impediments, 
especially those imposed by the nation - state and other political entities.  

  Gender       refers to differences between males and females that are based on social defi nition 
and distinction.  

  Genocide       is defi ned as acts committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a 
national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.  

  Global care chains       involve a series of personal relationships between people across the globe 
based on the paid or unpaid work of caring.  

  Global cities       are the key cities in the global, especially capitalist, economy.  
  Global civil society       is a global, non - governmental, pluralistic form of society composed of 

interlinked social processes and oriented to civility.  
  Globality       is the omnipresence of the process of globalization.  
  Globalization       is a transplanetary process or set of processes involving increasing liquidity and 

growing multi - directional fl ows of people, objects, places, and information as well as the 
structures they encounter and create that are barriers to, or expedite, those fl ows.  

  Glocalization       is the interpenetration of the global and the local resulting in unique outcomes 
in different geographic areas.  

  Globalization from above       is a process that is created and disseminated by largescale forces 
(such as the nation - state and the MNC), especially those associated with the North, and 
imposed on the South (especially their nation - states and businesses).  

  Globalization from below       takes the form of individual actors, and groups of actors, 
opposing and acting to oppose globalization in both developed and less developed 
countries.  

  Greenfi eld investment       involves the building of totally new corporate facilities in another 
country.  
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  Grobalization       is the imperialistic ambitions of nation - states, corporations, organizations, and 
the like and their desire, indeed need, to impose themselves on various geographic areas 
throughout the world.  

  Hybridization       involves a process in which external fl ows interact with internal fl ows producing 
a unique cultural hybrid that combines elements of the two.  

  Hyperconsumption       involves buying more than one can afford.  
  Hyperdebt       involves owing more than one will be able to pay back.  
  Ideoscapes       involve fl ows of images that are primarily political in nature, produced either by 

nation - states in line with their ideology, or as counter - ideologies produced by movements 
that seek to contest those in power.  

  Imperialism       involves methods employed by one nation - state to gain control (sometimes 
through territorial conquest) of another country (or geographic area) and then to exercise 
control, especially political, economic, and territorial, over that country (or geographic 
area), and perhaps many other countries.  

  Import - substitution       is a development strategy whereby countries (usually in the global South) 
were  “ encouraged ”  to develop their own industries instead of focusing on producing for 
export and relying on imports from other countries (especially the North).  

  Industrial upgrading       involves processes through which economic actors  –  nations, fi rms and 
even workers  –  move from low - value to relatively high - value activities in global production 
networks.  

  Information war       refl ects the fact that information and information technology are increas-
ingly permeating all aspects of warfare perpetrated by developed countries.  

  Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs)       are organizations such as the UN that are interna-
tional in scope.  

  International non - governmental organizations (INGOs)       are international not - for - profi t 
organizations that perform public functions but are not established or run by 
nation - states.  

  Isomorphism       is the idea that a series of global models in a variety of different domains  –  
politics, business, education, family, religion, and so on  –  have led to a great uniformity 
throughout the world.  

  Labor migrant        –  a labour migrant is one who is driven to search for work outside his/her home 
country by  “ push ”  factors such as lack of work or low pay in his/her homeland as well as 
 “ pull ”  factors such as jobs and higher pay available elsewhere.  

  Leapfrogging       involves developing nations bypassing earlier technologies, enabling those 
nations to adopt more advanced technologies.  

  Limited government       involves the idea that no government or government agency can do 
things as well as the market. This renders a government less able, or unable, to intervene 
in the market.  

  Liquidity       is the increasing ease of movement, the mobility, of people, things, information, 
and places in the global age.  

  McDonaldization       is the process by which the principles of the fast - food restaurant are coming 
to dominate more and more sectors of American society, as well as the rest of the world.  

  Mediascapes       involve both the electronic capability to produce and transmit information 
around the world as well as the images of the world that these media create and 
disseminate.  

  Metaphors       involve the use of one term to better help us understand another term.  
  Migrants       are populations on the move; both vagabonds and tourists, but especially 

vagabonds.  
  Multinational corporation (MNC)        –  an MNC is a corporation that operates in more than two 

countries.  
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  Nation        –  a nation is a social group that is linked through common descent, culture, language, 
or territorial contiguity.  

  Nation - state        –  a nation - state integrates sub - groups that defi ne themselves as a nation with 
the organizational structure that constitutes the state.  

  National identity       is a fl uid and dynamic form of collective identity, founded upon a commu-
nity ’ s subjective belief that the members of the community share a set of characteristics 
that make them different from other groups.  

  Nationalism       is a doctrine and (or) political movement that seek to make the nation the basis 
of a political structure, especially a state.  

  Neo - liberalism       is the theory (as well as an ideology) that involves a combination of the liberal 
commitment to individual liberty with neoclassical economics devoted to the free market 
and opposed to state intervention in that market. Entrepreneurs are to be liberated, 
markets and trade are to be free, states are to be supportive of this and to keep interven-
tions to a minimum, and there are to be strong property rights.  

  Non - people       are those who occupy positions that lead them to be devoid of distinctive content 
(al least in those positions); for example, employees associated with non - places, such as 
telemarketers (who may be virtually anywhere in the world) who interact with all customers 
in much the same way, relying heavily on scripts.  

  Non - places       are settings that are largely devoid of distinctive content.  
  Non - services       are services that are largely devoid of distinctive content such as those provided 

by ATMs (the services provided are identical; the customer does all the work involved in 
obtaining the services) as opposed to those offered by human bank tellers.  

  Non - things       are objects that are largely devoid of distinctive content such as chain - store prod-
ucts and credit cards (there is little to distinguish one credit card from the billions of others, 
all of which work in exactly the same way for all who use them anywhere in the world).  

  Nothing       involves (largely) empty social forms; forms largely devoid of distinctive content.  
  Offshore outsourcing       involves the transfer of work to companies in other countries in 

exchange for money.  
  Outsourcing       involves the transfer of activities once performed by an entity to a business (or 

businesses) in exchange for money.  
  Pluralism       is the idea and fact that different races and ethnic groups can live together; they 

can coexist.  
  Portfolio investment       is the purchase of equities in companies in other countries for fi nancial 

gain, not control.  
  Post - colonialism       relates to various developments that take place in a former colony after the 

colonizing power departs.  
  Prosumers       are those who simultaneously produce what they consume.  
  Protectionism       is government intervention in order to encourage domestic production.  
  Race       is defi ned on the basis of real or presumed physical, biological, or phenotypical 

characteristics.  
  Race to the bottom       is the phenomenon whereby countries are involved in a downward spiral 

of competitiveness as a result of undercutting prices, lowering wages, making working 
conditions poorer, lengthening hours of work, and increasing pressure on and demands of 
workers.  

  Racism       is the belief in the inherent superiority of one racial group and the inferiority of others.  
  Refugees       are those who are forced to leave their homeland, or who leave involuntarily, 

because they fear for their safety.  
  Remittances       are monetary transactions by which successful migrants send money back to their 

country of origin for the care and support of various family members.  
  Sex       refers to the physical differences between males and females.  
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  Solidity       refers to the fact that people, things, information, and places  “ harden ”  over time 
and therefore have limited mobility.  

  Something       involves (largely) full social forms; forms rich in distinctive content.  
  South - to - South migration       is the movement of people from poorer Southern countries to 

slightly, or somewhat, better - off Southern countries.  
  Sovereign wealth funds       are funds controlled by nation - states (not corporations or individual 

investors) and that often invest in other countries.  
  State        –  a state is an organizational structure with relatively autonomous offi ce - holders outside 

other socio - economic hierarchies, with its own rules and resources increasingly coming from 
taxes rather than from feudal, personal, or religious obligations.  

  Structural adjustment       involves the conditions of economic  “ restructuring ”  that are imposed 
by organizations such as the World Bank and the IMF on borrowing nations. Receiving 
nations are expected, among other things, to put into place tight monetary and fi scal poli-
cies, to liberalize fi nancial markets and trade, to privatize, and to deregulate.  

  Sustainable development       involves economic and environmental changes that meet the needs 
of the present, especially of the world ’ s poor, without jeopardizing the needs of the future.  

  Technoscapes       are the fl uid, global confi gurations of high and low, mechanical and informa-
tional technology and the wide range of material that now moves freely and quickly around 
the globe and across borders.  

  Tourists       are people who move about the world because they  want to  (and because they are 
 “ light ” ).  

  Trade - Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)       is an agreement negotiated 
through the WTO to protect the interests of those individuals, organizations, and states 
that create ideas.  

  Trade - Related Investment Measures (TRIMs)       is a WTO agreement on a range of operating or 
performance measures that host - country governments impose on foreign fi rms to keep 
them from having a distorting effect on trade in goods and services.  

  Transnationalism       involves processes that interconnect individuals and social groups across 
specifi c geo - political borders.  

  Transnationality       is the rise of new communities and formation of new social identities and 
relations that cannot be defi ned through the traditional reference point of nation - states.  

  Vagabonds       are people who, if they are able to move at all, are likely to be doing so because 
they are forced to (e.g. forced to migrate to escape poverty [and to fi nd work], by war, 
because of discrimination).  

  World culture       involves the spread of global models leading to global convergence.  
  World system theory       envisions a world divided mainly between the  core  and the  periphery  

with the nation - states associated with the latter being dependent on, and exploited by, the 
core nation - states.  

  Xenophobia       involves the beliefs, attitudes, and prejudices that reject, exclude, and vilify 
groups that are outsiders or foreigners to the dominant social group.    
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